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District of) ^^ Tl E IT REMEMBERED, Tliat on the eighteenth 
New- York, 5 ' * XJ day of November, in the thirty-second year of the 
Independence of the United States of America, Samuel Peters, of the 
s£iid District, bath deposited in this Ofiicr* the Title of a Bcwk, the 
right whereof he claims as author, in the words and figures following^ 
to wit : 

** A History or thb Rev. Hugh Peters, A.M. aecb-httenb* 

*' ANT OF THE PBBRaGATIVB COURT OF DOCTORS COMMONS ; MEM- 
" BER OF THE CELEBRATED ASSEMBLY OF DIVINES AT THE SAVOY, 
<f WESTMINSTER; AND PRINCIPAL CHAPLAIN TO THE LORD PRO- 
«« TECTOR AND TO THE LORDS AND BOUSE OF COMMONS, FROM THB 
*• YEAR 1640 TO 1660. W*TH AN A^PPENDIX. Bv THE ReV. Sa- 

'* MUEL Peters, LLD. *Let ns praue famous men, and our 
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tied "An act for the J 
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titled, ** An Act 8upplemenfer#CwVh\At;t»*j}irt|tJgJ, An Act for the en- 
** couragem^nt of Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, 
** and Books, to tlie Authors and Proprietors of such Copies, during 
" the times therein mentioned, and extending the benefits thereof, to 
** the Arts of Designing, Engraving, and Etching historical and other 
•• prints.*' 

EDWARD DUNSCOMB, 
Clerk of the District of New-York, 




PREFACE. 



The reputation oF the Rev. Hugh Peters, A. M, 
as a friend to religion, literature, and the poor, is so 
eflfectnally known and established in Europe and 
America, that it would be impertinent in me to at- 
tempt any additional recommendation; nor would 
there be any necessity for this preface, were it not 
necessary to g]?vQe'lii6 ^^^f '&, f^^Mr/cautions. 

The quotatibfiS ifi^dbe.follojiang ske^^^ of the ori- 
pn and character :q3&;^r,il^ugh Peters, are taken 
from the writings tf :^e Jw^ltiontending parties, and 
every reader will " form liis own verdict respecting 
the writers in the factions of Charles L and hb par- 
liament. 

^ They bad fierce wars and hot disputes, 
^ As e'er fell out Hwixt brutes and brutes/' 

HUDIBRAS* 

The king's party laid the blame of the civil war oa 
the houses of lords and commons, and the parliament 
laid the blame on the king's ministers and counsellors. 
Hence both sides were innocent and guilty, at the 
same time, of treason, murder, and tyranny. To 
find the truth, the reader has to look for the cause of 
the war, and then see which party commenced the 
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overt act of hostility. Both parties allowed that the 
constitution of England was composed of three 
estates, the king, the lords and the commons. Each 
estate was equally sovereign and independent of the 
other, and neither branch could, in its separate cha- 
racter, make any law, or lay a tax : of course, a union 
of the three estates was necessary, to make a law and 
to lay a tax. 

The fact was, the king alone imposed a tax on 
ships, and forced payment thereof. The two other 
estates remonstrated agahist the tax and the law, be- 
cause it was repugnant to the constitution. The king 
did not recede, nor hearken to the remonstrance; 
but, by advice of^fiVi^iO^ei^y^^'ett^ a hasty man- 
ner into the house of pommgi^ lyijji an armed force, 
to seize the leading *ineidl:^rs.Jrf; opposition to his 
royal and illegal tax\An4.'(S(w^5.*^hQ house of com- 
mons voted that their rights' and prrvileges were in^ 
fringed, and the constitution had been tramfpled on 
by these overt acts of the king. Lord Straffi^d, 
lord Digby, and other counsellors of the king, ad- 
vised his majesty to raise troops and compel obe- 
dience to his illegal tax and law, and his majesty, 
yielded to their advice. 

On this ground commenced the wair between the 
king and his two houses of parliament. The parlia- 
ment had only the alternative, either to give up the 
constitution and their rights to the king and his mi- 
nisters, or to defend them by force (rf arms. Thfc 
parliament resolved to defend tlie constitution^' arid 



theu* rights aqd privilegesf; and thus both pfuti^js^ 
contf^aiy ta the constiti^tioi], nv^ tt^eqi^eli^^. i)ew 
constitutions, uiider which they ;^i5jed:trc(^$ ai)4 

<« Then both ^dcs maAy took much pains ' •"'':. 

^ To knock out one another's brainSk^ 

HvniBRAs. 

And both sides, by their own kiws^ proclaimed their 
opponent, traitors, rebels and tyrants ; .and both sadcs 
suffered as traitors, rehels,^ and tyrants, accoi;ding to 
the law of powen 

While religion m^ the c<M3i$titutiQfi gay^ place to 
self-defence and mutual destruoticm, archbishop Laud 
and his clergy were employed in the pulpits and in 
the fields of battle, to defend the royal party ; and the 
Rev. Hugh Peters and his puritan clergy were em- 
ployed in the same way to defend the parliamentary 
party. 

According to the law of chance, lord Strafford, 
archbishop Laud, and king Charles I. died on the 
scaffold for high treason against the theocracy of the 
people ; and Gen. Harrison, the Rev. Hugh Peters, 
and Judge Coke, died on the scaffold for high trea. 
son against a constitution which had been buried 
twenty years by both parties. TJie misfortune of 
each sufferer yielded more pain than disgrace, ac- 
cording to the opinion of all candid spectators^ 

After the murder of Charles L a new constitution 
was formed, consisting of three estates, the indepen- 
d^its, the presbyterians, and episcopalians, who ccm- 
ciured in governing the nation until 1660, in which 
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year, ** they fell cut as they fell in," and the jfresby* 
terms, who sold the king to the independents, and 
the army, cut. his throat, restored his son by the ma* 
noeuvres of General Monk; and Charles II. the new 
king, with his old and new friends, restored the old 
constitution of 1640, by which the king, the presby- 
terians, mid the episcopalians, cut the throats of the 
kidependents. 

^ Thus after they had fought so long 
<< For dame Religion, till theyM none ; 
^ This lucky hit brought things about, 
^ That they fell in as they fell out.** 

HVDIBRAS. 



ERRATUM. 
Page 9S, line 5 from the &yttom, lor ^ repeated'' read r^fiealed. 
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REV, HUGH PETERS, A. M- 



1 HE iU-nsitured world is always ready to load the 
unfortunate with crimes of which they have never 
|>een gaB^r : To prove the observation^ I name two 
extraoidinary diaracters, the Rev. Dr. Wm. Laud, 
Archlnshop of Canterbpry, and the Rev. Mt. Hugh 
Peterst A. M. the spiritual heads and leaders of two 
partie$ in church and state in the seventeenth century* 
The civil war in the reign of Charles the First was 
supported by these two clergymen; From tfab drciim^ 
stanpe^. the world knows and believes that Laud and 
Petejrs po$jtessed superlative talents; otfaehnrise we 
9iust condemn Charles the First, and his court, as 
ideots and fi^, for chusihg Laiid their spiritqd and 
civfl leader; and we must also condemn the Earl of 
Warmck, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and Oliver Crom« 
well, and their puritan Mends, as foolish Galatians, ibr 
chusing f^i&rs tlieir ^iritual jahd civHJeaden It 
9mm9( b^ wpiposed that either psffty was so stupidly 



blind to their respective interests, as to chuse incom- 
petent leaders; incompetent, I say, in knowledge, 
piety, and public virtues. We all know, that the 
great body of the people will not follow or be led by 
vicious, profane, ignorant, and ungodly men. All, 
therefore, must own they verily possessed characters 
worthy of the public confidence before and during the 
civil war ; and we know that the friends of those two 
gentlemen never deemed either of them immoral, 
hypocritical, and wicked. And yet, if we believe 
English historians, we shall find Laud land Peters 
were supported by their respective friends during 
many years, whilst they publicly lived in drunkenness, 
cruelty, debauchery, hypocrisy, and immoralities of 
every kind. . Admitting, for a moment, that truth is 
pontained in these charges, we must necessarily 
conclude that the royal party, which supported Dr. 
Laud, and tte puritan party, which supported Mr, 
PjEters, had neither conscience, shame, sincerity, mo- 
rality,- goodness, or piety to boast of, in their civil 
and religious disputes^ their wars and silaughters. 

A small share of common sense, mixed with mod- 
eration, (and the experience of the last thirty years) 
will teach us to believe that Dr. Laud, and Mr. Hugh 
Peters, had natural talents, highly burnished by learn- 
ing, morality, goodness,andpiety, and th^t they were 
exalted above their brethren, for their great abHities 
and public virtues. 

: It. is perfect wickedness to accuse Dr. Laud and 
Mr. H. Peters of being Hypocrites; seeing no one of 



tiieir numerous calumniators could prove it, and 
tiierefore never attempted to prove it. It answered 
their malignant and political purposes to bring for- 
ward " a railing accusation" — It served the party. 

Those two gentlemen have been equally calum- 
niated, and both suffered death alike by the judgment 
of courts without legal proof oi Aeir guilt, Charles 
the First thought it to be expedient to have Laud die 
for the people, and to save his own life; but of that 
royal thought and action- he Jived to regret before he 
suffered martyrdom on the scaffold. . Charles the 
Second thought it to be expedient to have Peters die 
for the good of the episcopal church, and Gen. Monk, 
who effected the restoration ; lest he might again set 
aside moiiarchy and aristocracy by that malignant 
text in 4]ie 149th Psalm: "To bind kings in chains, 
and nd^ieS' in fetters of iron, is the honour God has 
given to his people;" but of that royal thought he 
lived not to repent, though it. was exactly contrary to 
the amn^y published in his royal proclamation upon 
lus beii^ restored to the throne. Yet his successor, 
James the Second, lived to repent, in 1688, that the 
bishops andminiiKers of 1660 were not sacrificed with 
Hugh Peters, who jointly made use of that malignant 
text, for which Mr. Hugh Peters died, and so proved 
die revolution ri^t. Having thus far noticed the 
virtues and sufferings of two men whose charac- 
ters cwcre far superior to all the clergy in the seven- 
teenth century, I shall proceed to give an histmcal 
ami critical account of the Rev. Hugh Peters^ who 
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l^reatly distinguished hioisetf iti £arop^ and AmencSt 
as Sl Paul did bimself in Asia, AfHcai aad £iirope, 
wfailsti i^ay^ Dr. Laud's diaracter taL(»d Clar^idimt 
bis l»Qgra{dber, who could write truths <>OBiC^ittas 
his friepdS) but by reason of his interest^ prejrU^e^ 
cn^ulity, and sufibrings^ c^^uld not write apylrudi iti 
favour of his enemy. 

- It is admitted that Lord Clarendon was a lettrnol 
maa^ yet, he was as much blinded by prejudice^ a$; 
Milton through loss of sight. The trudv Of thid[ ol^sor^ 
vatiou wiU'appe^ in the ic^owing biography of Hiig^ 
Peters,;thc m<»iiing and evening star of NeW ahd OUt 
£ngland, amongst the puritans and lovers of liberl^v 
Nothing shall be advanced respecting Hu^ Petef% 
in this history of hkn, but what is supported lyy 
authentic docutnfents, and the critkisifiis will ^afc 
their own w:^^h« The cdlector and writer c£: thki 
account s^ts out wkh a betieS that Dr. L^d and: Mr*^ 
F^eters wer^, wkh i^ their wisdom and^goodniess of 
heart, nlCHre zealous thaii prudent or hi{tmaie; In 
tlmt unnece^s^ war; concerning umformity, ritra^ 
" und ceremcafi^Sy in reUgbus worship, boA i^urdei 
f|Ik>wed thosie oerememes to be oon-^essentials, aiid 
both piurties ^eed in evmy ieasentisil/ar^e^ih dfaris« 
f tanlty ; ye* both agreed td quaiteLiahiourtraes^ W^idt 
^ach dlowed might, or might not be u^edwiihotft 
smning against God. 

.' Br. Laud beSevedy that the law of parliament wail 
the Sberty of the militant church, and siB jM^dpfeb M 
good conscience otoghttodbey iliat<law« Mirv Peimts 
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believed, that the parliamoit had iH> authority irom 
God to make any law baling on the church (rf'Cbrist, 
as Christ had established hia own system under the 
iroids, " letatt things be done decently and in order, '^ 
iiduch left to every coi^egation, in all states or kii^- 
doms in christeodom, a right and power to adopt such 
modes and ceremonies as they judged ' to be decent 
dnd orderly. 

This knotty controversy of the bishops and puritans, 
aoon made die nation as firantic as Aristotle was when 
lie could not discover by his philosophy whether the 
egg or l3ie hen was first atated~-a prqper question 
to agitate the nund of a lunatic, but of no udliQr in 
ihe system of philosophy and divinity. 

The raiders of this narrative are advertised to keep 
in mind, that Bishc^ Laud, and Mr. Hugh Peters,, 
figured away their lives in the civil wars between the 
church of England, and the dissenters from it^ in the^ 
seventeenth century; when each party spoke and 
acted every kind of evil towards the odier, thai, aa 
well as now, a political practice anuHigst English 
Protestants, of raising their own characters by de*» 
presttng the virtues of their neighbours. Protectants 
were not the mventors of such political practices, but 
learned them from the Devil, the Jews^ the Gentiles, 
CathoUcks, and Mfdiomedans, who have gained more 
by railing accusations than by telling truths. 

The party against Mn Hugh Peters hotve valued 
themselves on their high bkth and descent, and under- 
yalued the parentage and antiquity of Mr. H. Peters^ 



family. Supposing every word to.be true which they • 
idvanpe against the antiquity of his family, it cannot 
militate against, or lessen the character of Hugh 
Petet^, in the eye of common sense. . It nwy gratify 
the vanity of an aristocratic Hide, raised from a Bar- 
rister to be a Lord Chancellor, and other created' 
noblemen, who willingly " forget the rock from' 
whence they were hewn," We are told by good- 
authority^ '^ that a poor man is despised by his rich 
neighbour, but the righteous and wise are honoured 
by God." 

^Mr. H. Peters was bom of a rich family, but was 
made poor by Archbishop Laud, by fines, in the star- 
chamber court, for his non-conformity to the ceremo-* 
nies of the church of England; and he gloried in his 
poverty, in his stripes^ and imprisonment. . . 

The family of which Hugh Peters.had hb descent^ 
came from Normandy into England with William the 
conqueror in 1066, and Xohn Peters was knighted by 
Henry VIIL and his grandson, John, was created a 
Baron by King James I. in 1603. 

The genealogy of Lord Peters, in the Herald's Of- 
fice, points out a curious circunistance respecting the 
mode of spelling the name. The name of the eldest 
son, is wrote Petre; the name of the second son, is 
Pctres; the name of the third, is Peter; the name 
cf the fourth, is Peters; and the fifth, is Petrie. — 
William Peters was the fourth son of Sir John Petre, 
Knight, of Exeter, in Devonshire. He was married 
to Miss Elizabeth Treffry^of Fowey, in Cornwall, a 



family of great antiquity, which yields not in gentility 
to any in Cornwall, and which resides in the same 
place and house to this day. Said William Peters 
was a merchant at Fowey, and had many sons and 
daughters by Elizabeth his wife. 

At present only three of the sons will be named. 
They became eminent puritan characters in Old and 
New England. William, the eldest son, was educa* 
ted at Leyden university; Thomas was educated 
at Oxford; and Hugh Peters, born in the year 1599, 
was sent to Cambridge in 1613, where he was 
placed in Trinity College. He took the degree of 
batchelor of arts in 1616, and of master in 1622. — . 
^ Soon after he was ordained by Dr, Mountain, bishop 
of London, tod licensed Lecturer in the church of St. 
Sepulchre^ where he preached with great success, as 
appears in his Legacy to his Daughter, viz. "the 
resort of people to hear the word preached was so 
great that it contracted envy and anger, though I 
believe above an hundred every week were persuaded 
from sin to Christ: there were six or seven thousand 
hearers, and the curcumstances fit for such good 
work."— P. 101. 

Few, if any preachers, since the days of St. Peter, 
have been blessed with such success as Hugh Peters 
had at St. Sepulchre, and no wonder envy and anger 
were contracted by it, as bishops systematically dis* 
like popular preachers, which gives encouragement to 
inferior preachers to calumniate them, as the direct 
way to church preferment. It is a fact admitted by 



hH partks^ that Peters converted many from sSn to 
God, and governed the public mind as much as 
Whitfield, Wesley, and other modem methodists 
have done, both in America and Europe, andstiU are 

doing.* 

* The Rev. and most learned John Wesley, A. M. of Oxford 
UnWersitf, in England, son of a worthy clergyman in South- 
Britain, was a famous gospel preacher whilst he redded in tb^ 
University with Whitfield, Romaine, Burrage, Broughton, s^d 
other great characters, and in consequence of reading the hible 
the fathers, and the pc^emical writings oi Martin Li^ther, John 
Calvin, James Anmnius, John Rogers, John Brown, John Ro- 
binson, Hugh Peters, Richard Baxter, John Owen, and other 
great and pious men, became an admirer, in 1739, of the doctrine 
oi universal love of the Deity to his creature man, and the church 
government established by Christ, under three orders, called by* 
the Greeks £piscpp<»j Presbyteroi, and Diaconoi, unconnected 
with all civil* magistrates, kings, popes, and potentates. John 
Wesley, and all methodists and puritans, inculcated in and out 
of the pulfut his sentiments, and was opposed by all the power 
of the Univer^ty, the bishops, and administration. Their oppo* 
sition and persecutions induced Wesley to emigrate to Georgia 
about the year 1730, with G^eral Oglethorpe, a gentleman 
possessing tl^e cream of human nature, and the first Governor 
sent out to settle the state of Greorgia. There he had the fel- 
lowship of George Whitfield, his delight, and the light as well, 
as the glory and life of America, in the same manner as John 
Wesley was of England, Scotland, and Ireland. The climate not 
agreeing with the constitution of Mr. Wesley, he left Georg^ 
and rcftumed to Ehgland, and in 1736 paid a visit to London, and' 
on^yiviafiwentto Aflholtow^s church in LomiArd«street. It 



His^fa^eiit ^eal, doquent sermons, pious example, 
and cbarilaUe exertions, could not defend him from 

8o happened that the officiating clergyman at that church met 
M'lth an accident, and did npt reach the church that day. The 
vardeQs, seeing Mr. Wesley in a clergyman's habit, soUciteA 
him to read the prayers, wluch he did in such a manner as 
highly pieced the congregation. The rector not appearing^ 
the wardens requested Mr. Wesley to pveach them a sermon ; 
Wesley replied, /' I would yiel4 to your request bad I a sermon 
w ith me, and was I not a stranger in this place/' The wardens 
answered, we believe you can preach us a sermon, without notes, 
and the congregation will be pleased and readily excuse any 
erratic word that may occur in an extempore discourse. On 
this Mr. Wesley ascended the pulpit, and had fi>f his text, *< I 
am determined to know among you Bothing» but Jesus Christ." 
The auditors were so highly ai^slied with hisr sermon, that after 
the benediction, they with one VQtce cried oui(, Messrs. Wardens, 
j^ray solicit this stranger to read prayers and to pr<each again to 
lis in the afternoon. Mr. Wesley complied with their, request, 
and took for his text, <^ Christ is ^he, propitiation fot* us all.*'.... 
The congregation was charmed with his doctrine and eloquence, 
and cried out, << never man had spoken like this mail." But now 
notice the consequence. Mr. Wesley w^s summoned next 
morning to appear before the bishop of London, andx>rdcred ta 
preach no more in the church of England until he should be 
permitted by his lordship: because he had preached two ser* 
xnons without any notes in the church of AUhallow's, in Lom* 
bard-street, in the city of London ! ! After tliis Mr. Wesley 
went forth preaching in the highways and fields, and great mul- 
titudes followed him by day and night. Wesley loid Whitfield 
being episcopalians, and having one heart and aoul, met with 
' great and violent opposition from the bishops and their clergy in 
the churph of England, whilst they persevered jin open fields ijii, 
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trouble 9nd persecution in die Mat.<^mber oiri&U 
and. court of exchequer, on acoomit of fa» aOn<^ 

teaching that Christ was the head of the christian church, and* 
whoever claimed to be^ its head, beudes Jesus Christ who 
iras crucified, was A thief and a robber. To cast ttti odium aa' 
them, thef were called methodists, and held up to be enemies 
of the established reli^on of the church of England ; aiuf 
no doubt would have suffered like John Rodgers, John Brown, 
John Robinson, Hugh Peters, John Bunfan, Richard Baxter, 
and other founders of puritanism, had not George the Seconds 
been King of England, the great friend of conscience, and of tlie^ 
Hbertf and rights of man. 

It is true that Wesley and WHitfield {carted asunder I&e Paul* 
and .^as, but it was <aAf respecting the five points, or opinions 
» in dispute between John Caliin and James Arminius ; for they, 
ever agreed in epidcopacy as the establishment of Jesus Cluistf 
and in reprobating jbl hierarchy, whether under a pope or a' 
king. John Wettley's party hfts wonderflilly increased b £uit>p6^ 
and in Ameiicsf and promises to comprehend idl sects «id 
parties in oiie sockty and communion of love. 

By pride, or some error in human nature, John Wesley was 
shut out of the churches in England for forty yetits; that is,' 
ttom 1736 to 1776, when Dr. S. Peters, nunister at AUhaOow'^ 
ehurcb, Lombard^street, London, iuvhed Mr. J6hn Wesley to 
preach a charity sermon for him in the very church he had 
preached in forty years before, and had suffered the wrath of a 
bishop for. Mr. Wesley smUed, and said, I fear, my dear sir, 
my compfiance will bring you into trouble mth Dr. Lowth, the 
' I^ouS and learned bishop of London. Peters replied, 1 am weH 
inown to Dt. Lowth, and will nln all hazards. Mr. Wesley 
eomplied, and preached to such a multitude as had not been 
seen in AUholtow's church during the eighteenth century.— 
Divers clergymen were highly offekided with Dr. Peters, for 
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e(»ifermtty to ^m^ tfiflkig ceremonies in the ^hurch, 
ef!fi>med by act of parliament and the papal church^ 

fltaffering Mr. John Wesley to preach in his church, and one of 
them complained of Dr. Peters> for the ofience^ to Dr. Lowth. 
The result .was, Bishop Lowth thanked Dr* Peters for bring* 
ing Mr. John Wesley agidn into the churchy and blessed God 
^irtiie event. 

The complainant and his coadjutors soon after invited Mr. 
John Wesley to preach charity sermons for them, and all the 
dergy ini liondon followed their example, and Mr. John Wesley 
continued to preach in the churches of England until his death| 
March 2, 1791, 

The charity and moderation of Dr. Lowth, hord Bishop of 
Xiondon, resemkes the practice of the primitive Ushops, and the 
modem bishops of Rome and France, and otight to induce all 
denominations of cbris^ans in the Ufnited States of America to 
fellow the example, which seems to be the only metbod of heal- 
ing th6 manifold dividons, and of restoring harmony, peace, and 
love, to the churches in America and the worlds 

Mr. John Wesley, as father of the methodists, nmer suffered 
any one to officiate as a' clergyman, until he was ordained by a 
lushop, yet Dr. Terrick, bishop of London, refose^to ordain 
twenty-^ can<£dates, instructed and prepared for holy orders 
by Mr. Wesley, with a view to prevent the growth of methodismj 
and to promote the interest of the Universities. This step of the 
bishop greatly distressed Mr. Wesley and the churches under 
liis care, ^ for the harvest was great, and the labourers were 

As a presbyter, Mr. John Wesley ever believed he could not 
inrdun, and seeing no help to be had from the English /bishops 
amd hearing of Erasmus, a Greek Inshop living at Amsterdam, 
he paid him a visit in 1763, and prevsdled on him to go with him 
to London, vrhere he resided many we^ks, and during his stay 
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Mfsbich evety protestmit in £urope, excepting &€ite m 
the chureh of Ef^limd^ had rejected as ii9e)efi& <it«& 

^itb Mr. Wesley, he ordained the twcnty-«x candidates, who 
had been refused by Dr. Terrick. 

Erasmiis, the Greek bishop, having left England and relumed 
home, it was made known to the public that he had ordained 
twenty -six presbyters for Mr. Wesley. Upon this news, Dp, 
Terrkk sent one of his chaplains to Mr. Wesley desiring him 
to call on the bishop next morning, and Mr. Wesley waited €n 
the bishop, and stated the fact as it was. Dr. Terrick then pro- 
posed to Mr. Wesley, that if he and the twenty-six presbyters 
ordained would consent and appear before him, his lordship 
-would publicly confirm the Greek bishop's ordination, and also 
grant his licence to each of the twenty-six presbyters to officiaije 
in the church of England ; for by doing so, it would prevent bU 
disputes about Greek and English .episcopacy. Mr. Wesley an(| 
the twenty-iix presbyters, accepttsd the bishop's proposalf and 
Dr. Terrick confirmed the Greek bishqp's ordination, andlicen* 
sed each of the twenty-six presbyters to perform service in the 
church of England. 

After the death of bishop Terrick, Mr. Johh Wesley requested 
other candidates of his might be admitted into holy orders, but 
his request was not complied with by the Eogtish.di^Ac^. 

After this refusal, Mr. John Wesley began toact like a biahop^ 
and ordained deaccms^^priests, and bbhops, for Great-Britain, tite 
.West-Indiesjand America. This Tery unexpected erent gave greaet 
offence to his brother the Rev. Charles Wesley, and many other 
high episcopalians, who waited on Mr. John Wesley, and asked 
him to tell them, by what authority he had done those thingSf 
so perfectly contrary to his former creed and practice ? Mr, 
John Wesley answered : " My brethren, I have not changed my 
creed, and my actions will speak for themselves— but have you 
not heard nor seen the law called the premunire act^^ His 
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^mwerthy; It is evidcntfhat these ceremonies formed 
t^ cOTtroversy between Dr. Land and Mr. H. Peters, 
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visitors were astomsfaed fnid went away . His friends and enemks 
lever afterwards believed John W^ley had been cmnecrated to 
be a bishop by ErasmnS) the Greek bishop, either al Amster- 
di^m or liondoQ. Mr. Charles Wesley was a very good man, 
but afflicted through life with a high temper, which led him 
always after to forsake the fellowship of his brother John, and 
said the step tak,en by him would ruin the cause the methodists 
h^d in hand, by a persecution superior to that wliich prevailed in 
the reign of Queen Mary. 

No one that has not too much faith in the c:owardice of John 
Wesley in the cause of Jesus Christ, can or will doubt of the 
consecration of John Wesley, by Erasmus, a noted bishop in the 
Greek church. Should any person be found in the old or new 
world, to doubt of John Wesley being a bishop, I would refer 
him to the character, uniform faith, and pracUce, of the Rev. 
Thomas Coke, D. D. who was consecrated a bishop by John 
Wesley, a sufierkuendant over all deacons and priests In the 
ehrisiaan chnrch. 

Had this not been the caae, I believe Dr. Coke would sootier 
have run his head against a burning mountun, than have tra- 
'Veiled over the West-Indies, America, and the united kingdoms of 
Great-Britain, and 4icted as be has done the part of a bishop.— 
JDr. Coke knows himself vested with episcopal authority*i«-4n a 
Imeal succession from St. John, the apostle, and first bishop of 
Jei^satoD, the head of the Greek churcb« But it may be asked, 
why' has not Jdin Wesley ^nd Dr. Coke made, public their tes* 
timonium, that the world may know they were bishops^ 

One simple answer is sufficient. When the British parliament 
have repealed and annihilated the premunire act, the foundation 
of all schisms and persecutions since the reformation, the Greek 
bishops will not be in danger of perpetual imprisonment and loss 
•f all property, but will produce such good testimonium as is 
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between Charies the First and his parKament ; and it 
' was these which created the civil war, that ddi^;ed 

called for-^thereibrey until the premonire i^ct is araiuUed, the 
nethodisls would be 8elf*murderen if they proved John Weidejr 
and Dr. Coke were bialjops in die domimont of Engkiidy irho 
are not umjer a hierarchy beaded by a pope, or any temporai 
king in all ecclesiastical matters. 

Lest some may think that Wesley and Dr. Coke had imxm 
pride than conscience, which no one that ever knew them can 
believe, another circumstance is now added relative to the conse- 
cration of Mr. Wesley by Erasmus, a Greek bishop. 

Dr. Samuel Seabury, late bishop in Connecticut, was in Lon- 
don in 1784 and 1785, and intimately acquainted with Mr. Joha 
Wesley, and was so fully convinced that he was, in fiict/a Greek 
bishop^ that he Would have been consecrated by him, if Mr. 
Wesley would have ugned the tesdmonium as a Greek bishop, 
which Mr. Wesley declined doing from prudence and self-pre- 
servation, as such 9 signature woukl have convicted him* of a 
breach of the premunire act ; therefore, Dr. Seabury went to 
Scotland, and was consecrated by bishops deemed aposloBcal 
Mahops, and not sulqect to the Roman) or Engfish hienffchy. 

I have known John Wesley and many of his brethren in the 
metbodistical system, for more than forty years, and verily 
beUeve them all to be episcopalians, and true honest christians, 
Ihough they had doubts about the Latin and protestantsuccesdon, 
but had none about the uninterrupted succession of -^ Greek 
Ittshops from St. John. Since Mr. Wesley has aeied as a 
bishop^ under the nanie of a 9ufiermttndant^ bf the power and 
authority of Erasmus, methodism has greatly increased in Europe 
and America, and a door seems to be c^ned to heal all difier« 
ences in respect to orc&iation ; and when that dme shidl arrive, 
the Zion of America will be organised, and a union of all chris- 
tians will take place. All christians ag^ree about fidth and mo^.t 
rals, and differ only about modes and forms; gestures and pos^ 



Sii|^^^ witblmmaii blopd, andit|ueiiched that fire <^ 
loye which Christ came from Heaven to kindle ia . 
every heart. Success attended Hugh Peters and the 
parliament; and all histories tell us, that success con^ 
stitutesright, and changes rebellions into revolutions,r 
a^ma;2am as true as any in Euclid's Elements — wit- 
ne^ 168& 

The calamities which attended Dr. Laud, the Earl 
of Strafford, Charles the First, and their adherents, 
were the effects of the star-chamber and court of 
commissioners. Those two courts may be called the 
prcrtestant inquisitorial tribunals, to drive opinions 
and private conscience into madness, by direct per^^ 
secution; a malignant system <rf most civil governors, 
perfectly inconsistent with Christianity and good 
policy. Yet such was the tnadness of the bishops 
during the unhappy reigns of the four Stuarts, (con- 
verted from presbytery to roy^ epjiscopacy, for the 
ignoble purpose of ^eing honcfored with the office of 
supreme heads of the church of England) that they 
harrassed and distressed all dissenters from the par«^ 
liament established church, in the most cruel manner^ 
for no other crime but their non-ccmformity to eccle- 
siastical ceremonies which were not worth injunction^ 
and not worA rejection. Noting can be said on the 
equity of toler^icm, bat what has been Mid by Locke 
and Bayle; and nothing can be $aid in favour of 

teres} opioioiid, oeremonieft, tM other trifling niatters. With 
«qiial propriej^, laAfikind night contend about feature^ ajpul 
comj^xions. 
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Qnranny^ but v/kat kings, bishops, smd h^-edkaiy- 
noblemen have fondly said: ^* That tol<eraticxi is inb-* 
consistent with the good of the state and church, as' 
it occasions wars and tumults/' A maxim evidently 
Silse, as has been clearly demonstrated in the commu^ 
nities of Holland, the free states of Germany, in- 
England, since the expulsion of the Stuarts in 1688,- 
and in x\merica, since its independence in 1783, where 
the greatest number of sects prevail, with the most 
degrees of happiness, t will venture to say, when- 
ever sects in America shall cease, liberty, learning, 
and piety, will leave that country, and a union be-, 
tween church and state will take place, to establish 
hereditary rulers in the state, and a hierarchy in the- 
church. It becomes, therefore, necessary for Ame-. 
rica, as a free and christian countr}% not to favour one 
sect at the expense of another, but to continue its 
present system erf not too much promoting, or too 
much discouraging the public exercise of certain 
forms of worship, a sure method of lessening decency 
and regularity of behaviour, and of adding weight to 
party quarrels, which are only transient sparks of fire, 
when the civil power interferes not, but become con- 
flagrations when the civil power foments them. It is 
the duty wd policy <rf legislators and rulers to main- 
tain civil government with vigour; to allow liberty' 
of conscience to all ; to act always like magistrates, 
and never like priests; for then, and only then, they 
take the sure means of preserving the state fh)m 
those storms and hurricanes^ which the dogmatic* 
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ifiritrofStfei^meais forever Ij^xmring to create tnd 

" li^ Cli^lbs the First possessed such wisdom and 
prudence, he would have saved Great Britain frora 
tihe miseries of a civil war, and have prevented his 
unhappy catastrophe, but he considered himself to be 
a priest, and the high priest of the church of England, 
and rather than lose his peter- pence, tenths, and first 
firuits, he parted with his crown, his prerogative and 
Mfe. He was honest, but not wise. 
• The want of toleration and spirit of forbearance 
every where recommended in divine revelation, first 
created a clerical war; and secondly, a civil war in 
Great Britain, neither of which wars would or ccmkl 
havQ taken, place, had not the civil power established 
%y law an ecclesiastical siect, at the expense jof aU 
other sects. 

Dr. Laud and Mr. Peters were the leaders chosen • 
by the respective parties; aadeach had honest men 
-<lii.hisskle. 

. Is the commencement of the ecGlest^stical war. Dr. 
X4aud^ with his star-chamber court, were too strong 
Sat Mr* Fetei^si and \m puritan brethren; Peters, 
AismSssper went tp Holland, where he resided five 
4jft sist years. (Sec bis Legacy.) In Holland, Mr. 
Peters.behaved so well, that he gained great interest 
.bbA reputtition; im, ^^ being afterwards in Ireland, 
.aedsedng the great distress of the protestants, he 
jwoatio KidteuiaiMl procured thirty thousand pounds 
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to be sent td tteih in Ifeknd" Lu^ow^te Mtm: ttit 

3. p. 75. 

In 1634, Mr. Peters left Holland^ and went to New 
England ta join his puritan friends, who were driven 
out of Old England by Dr. Laud, Dr. Wren, bishop 
of Norwich, and other judges in the star-chamber 
court, for what they called the sin of non-conformity 
to church ceremonies, acknowledged by all parties to 
be indifferent ceremonies. He was elected minister at 
Salem, where his reputation and good conduct gave 
bim an exalted character in the opinion of seventy, 
seven clergymen of the church of England, who had^ 
like himself, fled froni Dr. Laud and the star-chamber 
court, in pursuit df gospel liberty and the rights of 
^conscience. His eloquence, abilities, learning, and 
piety, were conspicuous, and venerated in and 
through the six colonies of New- England, and by the 
seventy-seven clergymen, whose learning, zeal^piety^ 
and chrisUan virtues, entitled and entailed on them 
the unfading e{»taph of, ^^ the fathers of literature 
and Christianity in the new worid." They had a 
perfect knowledge of the moral and religious diarao* 
ter of Mr. H. Peters from the time of his matricula- 
tion, in the university of Cambridge, and could have 
no temptation to exalt and admire hischaracter be^ 
jottd what was due to it Those veneralde and per* 
secuted clerj^ymen, were precbe without ptofenenes^ 
mid pious wkbout hypocrisy ; they had 8tne;mty. widi- 
out greediness, and godliness without gaSn; fortli«f 
left their cultivated country and fled to the wilds of 



Amcfiiea,/wd a^iibitd }i^»ger aiiimgst* bead^s md 
Sttvages in a barren wilderness, rather than be called 
the sons ^ Pharoah's daughter, with aU the fortes 
of£gypt^ 

With such (^meters in New-England Mr, Peters 
Kved seven years, and was chosen one <rf the trustees 
of the university of New- Cambridge, iUnstrious iit 
^ seienoes, morality, and piety ; and for his extraor- 
dinary talents in the pul|)it, (he was elected minister 
of the Great Meeting House in Boston, in which 
church he officiated with universal applause, until the 
SIS, colonies of New-£i^land, in a congress of magis- 
6*ates.and ministers, sent him to London as their 
ambassador to procure some abatement of the cus- 
toms and excise imposed on that infant and solitary 
fK>untry. No doiibt but his abilities and good cha- 
wcter procured for him such a distinguished office, 
to transact an important concern before Ae royal 
i^ourt of London, and thmigh congress knew he would 
liave to contend against bishq;> Laud, and other 
irnemies of^ puritans in England, yet they dtuise to 
9end him as the most likely person in New-Enf^^aiid 
to procure the wished for relief. 

His leaving Ameiica was a matter of regret^ as he 
was therie onat of the reaeh of the stai:«^hamber court, 
oijoyed the r^tsf of conscieaoe in a savage country 
m^ his pimtan brethren, ami had the comfort of 
a^iag fats two lo'Gtliers, Wiittam and Thotnm Peters, 
•rttled in New-EngUiad with their famSies; but all 
Iheae things were overcome in the hope of deliver- 



wA ^mis^i and at agsda i«tiiniing to ids xhotxh aai 

Mr. H. Pelers, on Ihs arrival in Et^ifauid, fmnd 
Ihe dflril war cm £90t, &nd biiAop Laud net diposed 
to shew him any lenity. He went over to Irefaind, 
fwrhiere he saiv the protestants in great distress, and to 
it^ve them went to floliand, and obtained for them 
i^ge supp^s; On his return to Ireland, he was so- 
licited to go to London, where he went, and was enter* 
tained by theEari of Warwick, Sir Thomas Faiifa!x, 
and Oliver Cromwell. From this time Mr. Peters 
became highly esteemed by the parliament, who 
protected him against bishop Laud and the star- 
chamber ccnnt. 

This event took place in 1641, before which timjfe 
the character of Hugh Peters was good and pure iii 
Old and New England, ekcepting his sin, as Tin 
Laud called it, of jMjritanism, or non-conformity td 
certain ceremonies in the church of England; which 
(sin could not be mortal in the sight of -.God or man, 
teeing the ceremonies were inK^lfierent — that is, 
neither good nor bad. 

Ffom 1641 to 1«€0, the sins of Hugh Peters are to 
be loobed fi^, and wM'be de^ted%y Ms enemies, aend 
mot fitan^tfiMe who knew fam b^t« 

Mr. WhkloGit, in his memoifads, tells Us how itt 
was enterti^ned%y *e Eafpl df W^PWi*, Sir Tlitt. 
mas Fahfax, and O. CromweH. *^ Mr. Peters wm 
with the Eail of Warmek, at Lyme, and was hf 
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lile £«ii iCfit to give a full accamt t>f that business 
tEi. IMriitment,'' page fi3. ^^ Mr. Peters was senft 
wkh tetters by Sk Thomas Fairftuc to ^ eofomoiis^ 
fimn fiiri^ewiMr^ and was catted into die bouse^ 
wbare be gave a long rekutkm of the particular dr*^ 
euoii^Qoes in Uie taking cf thai town," pa^^. 163. 
^ Mr. Peters was again sraEt fircnn firi^t^ by Gen* 
Fair&x, to the commons; and be was again oalled 
mto the house to give a {^irticular account c^ the siege 
of that city, and effectually urged the necessky of 
sending recruits to Sir Thomas Fakfax, as he had 
desired," page 171. " Mr. Peters was sent with 
letters, by Lieutenant Gen. Cromwell,, concerning 
the taking of Winchester Castle ; after which he 
was called into the house and gave a particular rela« 
tionof it," page 175. " Mr. Peters was sent frcan 
the army to the house of commons, and gave them 
a narration of the storming and taking of Dartmouthf 
and also an account of the valour, unity, and affec- 
tion of the army ; and then presented to the house 
many letters, papers, crucifixes, and other popish 
things tdcen in that town," page 189. ' 

It Is evident, from theise quotations, Aat Mr. H, 
Peters was ht^ly in favour with those generals and 
the pafKitiiM^, and tiiat he made a ecmsideraUe 
figwe ki Che transactions of tboae timest 

It is not improbable, that the l^nowable distinc* 
tioiis wkhM^iich Mr. Peters was treated by die gea« 
erals and parUament, attached him ^mly to their 
interest, and at the same time promoted the envy 
wd hatred of tMshop Laud and the royal party^^, against 
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hmkj which in the end coet'^EBi Us life ; IBbfhh neat, 
abilkie8«nd activity in the eai»e he had enpoemd 
and «ieee«ded in, couMnot befor|fiveiibylheam- 
quei^ party 9 whose titles asA heredkary poweis,. 
were laid under rublash* 

Mr. H. Peters was not zeatoi2s and utilise in the- 
cause of the house erf* cammcns,^ put of malk^ and 
revenge to Dr» Lai^ and his friends ; but w^s lic- 
enced by more noble feelings and sentiiiu^ts, as ap-. 
pears from his whole conduct in life. He never 
failed to improve bis interest with t^ generals, and 
parliament in behalf of the unfortunate, and his in- 
tercessions were generally successful. The Marquis 
of Worcester was an enemy to Mr. Peters and a 
friend to bishop Laud, yet when the Marquis was in 
tipuble, Mr. Peters gave him all his help ; this ap* 
pears by the certificate of the lady of that nobleman, 
paying, ^' I do hereby testify, that in all the sufferings 
of my husband, Mr. Peters was my greatest friend," 
Trial of the Regicides, page 253. "Mr. H. Peters 
saved the life of the Earl of Norwich, and the Earl, 
in gratitude for his generosity, gave him a seal, 
which he kept to the day he died,'* ibid^ 173. A 
letter addressed to Secretary Nicholas, March 8^ 
1648, shows the public opinion of the interest of Mr*. 
Peters with the persons then in power : '* Yesterday 
Mr. Peters presenting Hsmilton's petition to the 
speaker, made many believe Hamibon at last would 
eso^" — ^Qnnond's lepers, vol. 1. p. 233, It is 
true, his intercession was unsuccessful ; but his ex* 
ertibns manifested his good nature a^ readiness to 



eb%eandli£rlpthe urrfbrtunate^ These and mznf 
oifaer exertions oP like nature during twenty years> 
Qi&f^y and woukft hav^ been deemed meritorious in 
Mr. Peters, in any peiiod but the restoration of mo« 
narchy, aristocrKy, and royal e|)isoopacy. Parlta- 
Bicnt shewed tbw ^teera of Mr^ Peters and his emi- 
neat services, by the rewanh they bestowed on him. 
Mr. Whitlock says, *' Parliament gave him 1001. 
when he brought the news of taking Bridgewater, 
attd 501. when he brought letters from Cromwell con- 
cerning the taking of Winchester Castle ; there was 
an order also for 1001. a year for him and his heirs, 
and another order for 2001. a year to himself. The 
pariiament gave him an estate out of the estate of 
Lord Craven, and the books of bishop Laud, valued 
at 1401. and the pay of a preacher, or chaplain"— 
which were no small tokens of respect and recom- 
pence in those days ; notwithstanding, Mr. Peters 
says, Legacy, p. 103, that he lived in debt, because, 
what he had, others shared in. 

Hence may be inferred his generosity, or prodi- 
gality of temper. His enemies chose to attribute it 
to prodigality ; but his friends to the liberality of his 
temper, which rendered his conduct laudable and 
not culpable. Be it as it may, this will be observed ; 
.tfcat the puritan dei^ in New and Old England, 
have always been famed for their liberality ; and the 
l^fihbps, wiAi their dergy« have been branded for 
Aeir covetousaess and want of good natured actions, 
^vct since the reformation by Henry VHI. in 1535 
«^th<nigfa certain it is, that many exceptions to 
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those charges may be s^ntd. ** Mr. Fefws 
genercMssIjr assisted and atteadfed Mr. CMoivtr m 
all bk tm«bks^ and in hid Imt mgiamiit% "who iras 
execj^ed in 1643, for wbn was odtod Wafer's 
pfot. He ovmed he dkd jaiti}^ imi iksvrved hii. 
ptinidiment;. He coaif^ed with the i^eqpie^ of Mjx 
Pelev% aad o^fdained the part he had talbeaa in the 
f}0ty aad thi&n deaired Mr. Peters to pray wkh hum 
Mr* peters also atti&nded Sir John Hotham on the 
scaffold iu 1644, and received public thanks on the 
scafibld from Sv* John» for bis excellent and pious 
instructions and advice." Part of Sir John's speech 
here follows, that the reader may judge of his tenu 
per and behaviour. 

" I hope,'* said Sir John, " God Almighty will for- 
give me, and the parliament, the court-martial, and 
^U men who have had any thing to do with my death 
—and, gentlemen, I thank this worthy gentleman, 
Mr. Peters, for putting me in mind of it.'* Then 
Mr. Peters, by desire of Sir John, spoke, requesting, 
that not many questions should be put to 1^ John, 
who had fuUy discovered Jiis mind to him and other 
fiilnistefs ; and tpld the audience, diat he had- some^^ 
thing ftirtber to communicate to then^fiom Sir John 
Hotham, which wan, ^* dia^ he had ii»ed inabmi^ 
dance and ^enty, hisest^be waslar^, nearly 2008L 
a year at first, and he had acMsd mudi to it ; Aa^ 
mthe beginiMng of his d^s, he was a sddii&ria die 
tosr (miii^ka, and was at the battle of Prague ; that 
oakis first ^ii^ out as a soldier^ his ^her spoke to 
hingi ta thia effect, * My swi, when the crown of 



,£i]^^d ]j» at st^e^ yo^ wiUfa^e figbting eitoug^ ;' 
itlial; he had run tfarcmgh fftsA hazards aiyl under- 
takings; andnolr^ oaraiigta this end, deskedthey^ 
nrould take notice in him, of tfae vanl^ of 2dl tbiu^ 
here beloar^ as wk, parts, prowess, strei^l^h, friends^ 
hc^piir," Sec. &e. Mr* Peters having prayed, 9nd 
after him Sir Jtduti, they siing the 38di psalm, and 
l&John kneeling behind the block, spent about a 
quarter of an hour in private prayer, after whidi| 
lying down, the executioner, at one blow, did his 
office. Rushworth's Histoiy, coUect.^ part iii. vol. % 
pages 327, 328. SOS, 804. printed in 1692. 
i . In Rushworth's account, we see nodiing but great 
divility in the conduct of Mr. Peters, and a proper 
dischaiige of his office — ^nothing troublesome or im- 
pertinent, but every thing decent and sdemn, a^ omt 
.would wish to have it in like circumstances. 

Let all candid peof^e con^)are Rudiworth's ac- 
tmot wkh the narration cf die Earl of Clarendon, 
of Uie same transaction, vol. 2, part 2d, page 622^ 
printed in 1707, and judge which of dibse two histo- 
rians have spoken the truth. 
. Clarendon says, ^^ The poor man (Sir John Ho^ 
tham) af^ared so dispirited, that he spoke butfew 
words after he came upon the scaffold, and suffered 
his ungodly confessor, Peters, to tell the people that 
lie had revealed himself to him, and ccm&ssed his 
offences against the parliament ; andsohe committed 

his head to the block." 

D 
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By Rpshworth's account, Mr. Peters said nothing 
like Sir Joha Hothati's having confessed Us o&nces 
against the parliament. This was^tord Clarendon's 
invention, like thousands of other things published 
in his anti-republican history — and as to the epithet 
ungodly J conferred on Peters, let it stand in opposi* 
tion to Sir John Hotham's declaration, ^^ I tliaak this 
wor^Ay gentleman, Mr. Peters,'* and the reader wffl 
judge of if as it deserves. 

Clarendon, Burnet, Dr. Barwick, and other sup- 
porters of monarchy against democracy, have strove 
hard to criminate Mr. Peters, and have made use of 
this saying, " Hugh Peters could fight as well as 
pray." Let us hear what Mr. Whitlock says on this 
business. ** At the beginning of the troubles in Ire- 
land, Mr* H. Peters led a brigade against the rebels^ 
2Jid. came off with honour and victory. Hence we 
see he knew how to use both swcH'ds, and could slay 
and kill as well as feed the sheep" — ^page 426. How 
comes it to be a crime in Mr. Peters to lead a 
brigade against Irish rebels ? The Rev. Dn Walk- 
ers defended Londonderry, and fighting at the baule 
of the Bojue, lost his life gloriously in b^land ; 'and 
Dr. Williams, Archbishop of York, armed in Ac 
civil wars in England, and fought against the parlia- 
ment in behalf of the rc^al hierarchy, and was com- 
mended for so doing by the same party that censured 
Mr, Hugh Peters. 

No doubt but there are, and have been times and 
seasons,' when the gown must give place to arms, 
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and those tin^ies arc when our iives, liberties and 
religion are endangered by cruel, ambitious, bloody 
and despotic men^ whose will is law and that law is 
liberty. Were the clergy in all countries as much 
concerned for these blessings as Hugh Peters, Dn 
Walkers and Bishop Williams were, they would de- 
^rye the reverence of all orders of men. 

Another stigma cast on Hugh Peters by his enci- 
mies, and for which he suQered death as soon as 
they got him into their power, was, ^' In his capacity 
of a preacher, he was most serviceable to the cause 
of parliament." This was true, as we may judge 
by what Whitlock says. " When Sir Thomas Fair- 
&x moved for storming Bridge water anew, and it was 
assented to, Mr. Peters, on the Sunday before, in 
Us sermon, encouraged the soldiers to the work- 
Mr. Peters encouraged the people to take the en- 
gagement, and they unanimously took it at Milford 
Haven'* — page 162. " Mr. Peters preached in the 
market place at Torrington, and convinced many of 
their errors in adhering to the king's party" — ^p. 447. 
A man of Hugh Peters's temper, zeal, and capacity, 
must needs be of great service to any party, and it 
appears he well deserved the rewards he received 
from the generals and parliament. 

In all wars, especially in civil wars, it is the bold 
and daring man, who will spare no pains, that is to 
be valued and encouraged, and not the moderate and 
timid man. 

Another objection against Mr. Peters, made by 
the same party, was, " He had not the tender con- 
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science he and the puritans pretended to;, because, as^ 
a minister, he was not animated by the meek and 
merciful spirit of the gospel; for, he encouraged the 
soldiers to storm a town, and led armies to battle.'^ 
If Lord Clarendon could be serious in such an accu- 
sation of Mr. Peters, he ought to have also censured 
the great and truly Reverend Chillingworth, who, led 
away by his party spirit, forgot he was a minister of 
the Prince of Peace, and attended the king's army 
before Gloucester, where he suggested the making 
of some engines after the manner of the Roman 
testudines cum pluteis — Maizeaux^s Life of Chil- 
lingworth, page 280, and RuShworth's History, part 
3, volume 2, page 290. Indeed, the fact was, the 
dergy on both sides addicted themselves to fight and 
pray in behalf of their respective parties. Butthfe 
crime of Mr. Peters consisted in his being a better 
general in the pulpiti and in the field of batdc, than 
were the king's chaplams ; and it was well known to 
parliament and their generals j that the good charad- 
ter and shining abilities of Mr. Peters, in the opinion 
of the people, grea;tly promoted their cause, and gave 
it success and national applause ; and General Monk, 
after he deserted the king's party, was as fond of the 
aid and interest of Hugh Peters, as other parliamen- 
tary generals were. General Monk continued the 
admiring friend of Mr. Peters until 1660, whAi he 
sold him and the puritan cause to Charles the Second 
for a dukedom, and an estate. Perhaps the general 
acted on another motive, such as governed Judas, 



who hung hioiseff to ease his conscience, for the siit 
of betraying his master. General Mcoik, after de^ 
serting Charles the First, did as much h^ro to the 
royal cause as laid in his power ; and Mr. Peters, who 
never deserted Charles the First, did no more : yet 
General Monk was put in the calendar of Charles 
the Second as a saint, who wanted no absolution; 
aiid Mr. Peters was put to death for the crime of 
treason, which was not proved against him. 

Bishop Burnet tells us, that " Hugh Peters had 
been outrageous in pressing the king's deaths with 
the cruelty and rudeness of an inquisitor" — Vol. 1, 
p* 264. Dr. Barwick says, ** Hugh Peters was, upotf 
no slight grounds accused as having been one of the 
king's murderers, though it codld not be sufficiently 
proved against him*'*— p. 296. 

Let us see what Mr. John Oldmixoh says : " Mr. 
Hugh Peters was chaplain to Oliver Cromwell, a 
great meddler in state affairs, very pragmatical and 
impertinent ; he was not at all concerned in the king's 
death ; if King Charles the Second had regarded the 
promises in his declaration, to pardon all but those 
that were, his life had been saved. To hang him 
for his impertinence only, was a precedent that, fw 
their own sake, those then at the helm should have 
avoided"— Vol. 1, p. 85. In the Trial of theRegi- 
cide§, p. 159, we find that one Mr. Starkey swore, 
ill 1660, that Mr. Peters said, in a sermon twelve 
or fourteen years back*, " that the king was a tyrant 
and a fool ; that he was not fit to be a king ; that the 
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office was dangerous, useless, and chargeable ;" and 
. in page 166, another person swore, that Mr. Peters, 
in a sermon before the king's trial, addressed the 
house of parliament in these terms : " My lords, and' 
you noble gentlemen, it is from you we chiefly look 
for justice^ Do not prefer die great Barrabbas, a 
murderer, tyrant and traitor, bejfore these poor hearts, 
(pointing to the red coats) and the army, ^vho are 
our saviours* " In page 168, another swore, that Mr, 
Peters said, in a sermon before Cromwell and Brad- 
shaw, "Here is a great discoqrse and talk in the' 
world ', what ! will ye cut off the heads of kings ? . 
Turn to your bibles, and ye shall find it there, who- 
soever sheds mah^s bloody b^ man' shaU his blood be 
shed. I sec neither King Charles, Prince Charles, 
Prince Rupert, Prince Maurice, or any of that rabble 
excepted in it." Many similar things were sworn 
against Mr. Peters at his trial. Those witnesses had 
strong and long memories, and paid much more at- 
tention to sermons at that period, than people now 
do, otherwise they could not have remembered the 
words of Mr. Peters fifteen or twenty years after be- 
ing uttered ; and the judges and jury had great con- 
fidence in their veracity and candour, or they would 
have considered their testimony as a vox ehmantis in 
deserto. Mr. Peters denied most part of their depo- 
sitions, yet the court and jury readily condemned 
him as a traitor ; though, if every word had been 
spoken which the witnesses swore to, they did not 
constitute treason by the English law. 



Next let us bear Mr, Peters speajc for himself. 
" I had access to the king ; he used me civilly ; I, 
in requital, offered my poor thoughts three times for 
his safety, ; I never had hand in contriving, or act* 
ing his death, as I am scandalized, but the con;trar)% 
to ray mean power" — Legacy, page 102. Well 
might Mr. Peters think the act of indenmity included 
him. 

That Mr. Peters v«^as useful and serviceable to the 
king during 4us confinement is proved by Whitlock^ 
page 370. " Upon a conference between the king 
and Mr. Hugh Peters, and the king desiring one of 
his chaplains might be permitted to come to him fw 
his satisfaction in some scruples of conscience, Dr. 
Juxon, Bishop of London, was ordered to go to his 
majesty." 

Sir John Denham, in his Epistle dedicated to 
Charles the Second, says: " I was instructed by the 
queen to deliver a. message to his majesty, who was 
at that time in the hands of the army; I got admit- 
tance to the king by the assistance of Mr. Hugh 
Peters." 

These were kind and considerable services^ and 
could not have been expected or obtained from a man 
who was, as bishop Burnet writes, ** outrageous in 
pressing the king's death, with the cruelty and rude- 
"taess of an inquisitor.'' Bishop Burnet was never 
remarkable in speaking truth and soft words respect- 
ing those he disliked. As to Dr. Barwick's suppo- 
sition, that Hugh Peters was one of the king's mur- 



derers, the very court and j^iy, and the kin^s coun- 
4iel^ wk> tried aad condemned bim, gave no credit to 
after hearing the testimony of his servant, viz. " th^ 
on the day the king suffered, Mr. Hugh Peters was 
sick and kept his chamber." Dr. Barwick, diere- 
fore, should not have writtra, ^^that Mr. Peters was, 
upon no afight grounds, accused to have been <me df 
the king's murderers." 

It is evident Mr. Peters too much fell in wilii the 
dmes, and like Dr. Barwick, and aH true court diap- 
bins, applauded and justified what his and their mas- 
t/trs did, or intended to do; but nevertheless^ it nev^ 
^af^ieared that Peters urged them beforehand to do 
it"«-^whilst there is every reason to believe Peteni 
would have b^en pleased with an agreement between 
the king and parliament, ^^ as he had three times 
ws^ted on die kir^, and offered his thoughts for 
his i^ety"-^finatty, no agreement taking place, Pe- 
ters adhered to the interest of parliament, which jus- 
tified his integri^ and wisdom. 

Mr. Petevs was not peculiar in his conduct. The 
clergy on the side of the king were staunch, and 
admitted no eiror in the royal party, and no honesty 
in the party of the parliament. Hence we see the 
cl^gy on both sides, were the men who stirred up 
the civil war, and filled the land widi tumults and 
seditions, until at length they became contemptible, 
and suffered the fate attached to folly and villainy. 

The bishops and star-chamber court fell together, 
and a new order in the church became legal. 
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The new mtenxfents were, called ** Triers for the 
ministxy." These triers were irten authorised by 
Oliver Cromwell to try the dbilkies of ^ who entered 
into the ministiy, and likewise the capadty of such^ 
others as were inyiied to new churdies. This was ^ 
in imkatkHa of Henry the Eighth, at the Refetrma- 
tion, in 1535» who authorised Thomas Cromwell to 
try the clergy, and to ordain mkiisters for vacant 
churches. 

These institutions, in tb^mselve^, were civil and 
decent, 

. Mr. Hugh Peters was appointed one oi^ those 
ygiteisdants, or triers for the minify, and a com. ^ 
missioner for amending the laws, at which the friends 
of the late bishops and ih^ star-dhamber court, wtre^ 
Bpt highly gratified. 

Hqw well these triers managed the busine^, every 
one will judge for himself. Mr. , Calamy's Life of 
How, page 21, says, they used to ask such as^cama 
before them, " whether they had ever any e:sperience 
of a work of grace on their hearts," and according as 
tiiey could answer, they were received or rejected. — 
They seldom examined them in the languages, divi-* 
nity and morality — ^things of great importance widi 
a defimte meaning* Had those triers adopted St. 
Paul's directions to Timothy, they would have been 
more easily understood : " Whether they were blame- 
less, husbands of one wife, i^igilant, sober^of good 
behaviour, given to hospitality, s^t to teach, not gjven 
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tm tpra^ters, not covetous, whether they ruled welk. 
their ow9 homes, and had a good report of ikem 
which were without/' l0t Tim* eh. 3, 2d &7th vetseis. 

^tiall we not think those triers fell into the opinjm 
of the potestaota^nd cathdics of anciettt and modern 
times, who trui^y say : it is a long time ago that these 
were the ^uatifications requirol and expeeled from 
elergymen. 

Supposing those triers were n^tical^^have not» 
for ages past, subscriptions to doubtful articles ctf 
faith (deelaraticHis very (Hfficult to be made by under- 
slaading minds, and the shibboleth of the pre^aUtcy 
|mrty in die church) been the things required and 
insisted on? Has it not oopn^ to passy from wch 
subscriptions, that many of our divines underst^ui 
not tl^ scriptures, and neither know nor practice the 
^e and genuine Christianity, 
i A wise, virtuous, and prudent clergy, is the ^iioef 
2^ hapi^ess of a community. Too much care caii« 
QOt be taken to proQure it. 

But if biflbops, intendan^, or triers, n^^glect th9 
means of doing this, and admit all who are presented 
to the minbtry ; if they will make use of the temm. 
and pbrases in fa^ion, whether the candidates undeiu 
stand them curnot, they merit censure, and should be 
answerable for the sad effects which flow from i^io- 
tUBce, £;>lly, and vice. No reflecticm is intended on 
any particular denomination of triers, in whose h wda 
the government of the church is lodged, but a general 
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Idm f o dlly to consider whether fbo much caveletencs^ 
lias hot been adopted m die examination of young 
ftieri for ordination. We know that from die Refer- 
mation in 1535, many have been authorised as cler- 
gymen who were perfectly unquaKfied to teach and in- 
struct, and who had neverstudied the holy scriptures. 
Thomas Cromwell, the minister of Henry the Eighth, 
"was by royal commission made the trier, or intendant 
of the church of England, and he ordained and filkd 
the church with such clergymen as cBd sign and dc* 
dare "the pope was an^ heretic, and that all ecclesias- 
tical and spiritual power was derived and deducted 
from the king, and only from the king.'^ Afterwards, 
bishops were, by royal commission, empowered to 
ordain and fill the church with clergymen, who did 
sign the same, and declared they believed thirty-nine 
articles, which no one has been yet able to explain or 
imderstand. The consequence was, a new reforma- 
tion was deemed necessary by part of the reformed, 
who were called puritans, because they set aside the 
rules of Cromwell and the bishops, and instituted one 
of their own, but as much unlike the rule of St. Paul 
as those used by Cromwell and the bishops ; of course, 
neither party need quarrel with the other, and have 
agreed only in one opinion, that the qualifications 
required and expected from clerg3rmen in the days of 
St Paul, nearly eighteen hundred years ago, are state 
beauties, and not necessary in the ages of modem 
reformation. 
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Anotba* c^rge agaonst Hk. Hu^ Peters, ^ims, tl^ 
^^ he was a coiDiiib^oner <^ parliament for amending 
the laws/' far which his enemies can never foi^^ye 
him. This certainly was a work difficult to efect, as 
-Mr. Baxter said of the prayer book of the church of 
England, "a thing impossible to be done." Hethere-r 
ibre proposed to bum it and make a new one. 

To mend the laws made by Henry the Eighth, Ed- 
ward the Sixth, Queen Mary, Elizabeth, James the 
First, and Charles the First, all in opposition and con- 
tradiction to each other, would require the wisdom 
of ^olon and his industry, at least for one hundred 
and ten years, and after all, new ones would be bet- 
ter. But the commbsioners commenced their task, 
and what they did. was a proof of their good sense and 
concern for the welfare of the people and kingdom. . 

Mr. Peters in his Legacy, page 109, with modesty 
and openness thus expresses himself: " When I was 
a trier oif others, I went to hear and gain experience 
rather than td judge. When I was called about 
mending laws, I was there rather to pray, than to 
mend laws: but in all these, I confess, I might as 
well have been spared. His ingenuous confession of 
ignorance and inability with regard to law matt^^, 
Whitworth, page 521, confirms. But his modest 
confession of it cannot please modem bishops em- 
ployed in such matters, who chuse to boast of the 
share they have in such business, though they might 
as well be spared, and employed in religious matters. 
In this committee with Mr. Peters, were Mr. Foun* 
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tmn^ Mr« Rushworth, Sk Aii|i»my Ashley Coq)er, 
afterwards Earl of l^baftsbury and Lord Chanoejlor, 
besides many cythers of rank and figure, which shar- 
pened the envy of the fallen bishops and the inferior 
clei^. This committee was appointed Jan. 20, 165 1, 
to take into consideration, 1st What inconveniences 
were in the law; 2d. How the mischiefs that grow 
from delays, and the chargeableness and irregu- 
larities in the proceedings of the law may be prevent* 
ed ; 3d. The speediest way to prevent the same.— • 
This committee was impeded much by reason of the 
hurry of the times, and the violent opposition which 
the lawyers made to it. However, the parliament, 
about this time, made an excellent ordinance, that did 
honour to their heads and hearts, viz. " That all the 
books of the law should be put into English, and that 
all writs, process, and returns thereof, and all patents, 
commissions, indictments, judgments, records, and 
all rules and proceedings in courts of justice, shall be 
in the English tongue only." The human mind is 
surprised at finding so good a law discontinued after 
the restoration of Charles the Second ; an age in whidh 
every good thing was disused, if it had been used and 
enacted by the lord protectpr, Oliver Cromwell, and 
the parliament. 

Hence is visible the cause of the general depravity 
of manners^ and neglect of the holy scriptures, under 
the reigns of Charles the Second and James the Se- 
cond, which terminated in a glorious revolution, and 
constituted by English law, the rights of the people 
consisting in chusing their chief magistrate, and in 
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tallying him to the title of lord pk^Ceetor, l^ing, eifi^« 
ror, OT president. 

The prejudices which governed Chm-Ics t!*e Se* 
cond were fatal to puritans, morality, and ctiristian-> 
ity, as well as to all laws made by thelwd protector 
and his parliament. Yet, Charles the Second, Ge- 
neral Monk, and their associates, were not totaDjr 
prejudiced against all actions and conquests made by 
the lord protector and his parliament, as we see they 
could retain Jamaica taken from the Spaniards hf 
them. This conduct of Charles the Second proves 
an error in the epitaph made on him by the Earl of 
Rochester : 

^ Here lies our sovereign lord the king^, 
« Whose word no man relied on ; 

^ Who ncTcr said a foolish thing, 
^ And never did a wise one*** 

Instead of blaming Hugh Peters and the committee 
for mendii^ laws, we should pray that the spirit of 
true patriotism might possess the breasts of our pre- 
sent senators, and direct them to appoint a committee 
of wise and prudent persons one^ more to revi^^ 
amend, and 'abridge our laws^ that we might know 
how to act without being under the necessity of usin^ 
those men who live on our spoils. The kings of 
Denmark and Prussia, have long si^ce given the 
world an example, and the haziness of every com* 
rounity depends on such perfection. 

Another charge against Mn Hugh Peters by the 
friends of Archbishop Laud, was, ^^his great and 
many public vices." Let us see whether he was 
guilty or not 
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in tbe Ufe oF Dr. Barwick, page 155-~6, it is Trrit- 
t^n, " The wild prophecies uttered by the impure 
xf^jSfih^oS Hugh Peters, were still received by the 
people with the same veneration as if they had been 
oracles, though he was known to be infamous for 
more than one kind of wickedness : a fact which Mil- 
ton did not dare to deny, when he purposely wrote 
his apology, for this very end, to defend even by name, 
the very blackest of the conspirators, and Hugh Pe- 
ters among the chief of them, who were accused of 
manifest impieties by their adversaries." Bishop 
Burnet, in his history, vol. 1, p. 264, says, " Hugh 
Peters was a very vicious man." Longbaine, p. 339, 
in the Dramatic Poets, hints at something about ^^ an 
affair Peters had with a butcher's wife, of the parish 
of St. Sepulchre." These assertions and hints were 
never supported by any evidence, and have lived up- 
on the reports of those sworn enemies of Mr. Peters. 

Mr. Peters was not insensible of the ill character 
pven to him by the opposite party, for he took notice 
of diem to his daughter in his Legacy, p. 106, and 
called them reproaches, on account of his great zeai 
in the cause of parliament, and says, ^^ By my zeal, 
it seems, I have exposed myself to all manner of 
leproadies, but wish you to know, that, besides your 
mother, I have had no fellowship that way with any 
voman since I knew her, having had a godly wife 
before her also^ I bless God." No man is allowed 
to be a witness in his own cause ; and the same law 
allows not hints and charges of adversaries to be any 
proof. Let candour and reason judge. See Mr 
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suffering as a traitor ; see, how higli ran the party 
spirit; and sec how revenge actuated the; breasts of 
those who ruled in 1660, and no one can wcmder at 
seeing him traduced and blackened far beyond his . 
deserts. 

The like circumstances happened when Laud, 
Strafford, and Charles the First, suffered on the scaf- 
fold. Wliether such events happen from the weak- 
ness of human nature, or from the policy of the ruling 
powers of England, will not be decided, but every 
one knoM^s it to be a fashion in England to load with 
reproaches all those condemned to die by the courts 
of law, which is no great argument in favour of civili- 
zation, Christianity, or humanity. 

It is no easy matter to prove assertions and accu- 
sations, and it is almost impossible to prove a nega- 
tive, except by proving an alibi. As to the concur- 
rkig dedarations of writers against the character of 
Hugh Peters, it [mx)^s nothing, only that the writers^ 
are of the same party as those who first made and 
published the reproaches, and never proved them. 
The accusations against Hugh Peters came from 
known enemies, who hated the causehe was ragaged 
in, therefore they were willing to blacken the aetors 
in it, and were ready to believe any evU^ey heard of 
them. This ought and will lessen the w%;tght of their 
declarations, and dispose all candid people, to think 
they have misrepresented the characters of their 
opponents. Dr. Barwick appears, at the fiipt sight, 
to be an angry and partial writer, and Bishop Burnet 
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sever g«w lot aotagooas^ a decent w<^ Tlie jp 
were both enemies of the republican p^rty» and 
nieiiher <^them knew any thing of Petcr^ and there* 
fofDe^ what they wrote they took fron^ common fame;, 
ifbose rqport^ savour more of envy than truth* 

What stands greatly in £avqur of Peters, and nuUr 
tf tes against his calumniators, is the time 19 whici^ 
he lived; ^ time in which public vice, u) the minjbi^ 
terial diaracter, was npt favo^red, but decried more 
tjum in ai^y age since Uie birth of Chri^* If^ vamt 
he a novice, indeed^ in the histcory Af those tiQ^% 
wlio knows not what precise;^ ^em^re ^i^j^ of ine% 
the preachers |Mmoi^ the p^ii#9iei)t?f^ 
They were carefnl not pnly qf their actjpn^i, b^ft atefC) 
of tbor word^ w^ look^ aii44pd nQt ^am Ihe^^r 
selveaeven the Ji^M^x^nt ^^ef and p^easitte^ ¥ life* 
I dp ni^ say they vfetc 9^ good as they pr4^nde4 to 
be; buttluslsay,theymi^tbe, andiK>oaeha^s»igr 
ligjb^t tpaay (^erw^ w!i/^9» £pom Qv^fo^ proysed 

Tl^ enemiw 4MP8Me4 m c^i^bg thoa^ proud^ 
€i9»fi^t^CQpii(9^^ ayarieious, v4 

Iq^ppiQSTfeies^, but ^ people be^ acquainted witly 
th^na believ^the q9ntraryi and as to ,drunkenne$^ 
wipcaEedi»i% ad)ilteiy, and sweani^, too .qoinmoii 
among ttpei^i^al party^ Hv^ were perfeGdya^t loi 
vogue aiQong .die puritan decgy, nor were such evila 
siiffered in them by the people. I)ence we see, tfaajt 
if tl^ hearts ^nd inelinations were vjicjpiis;, thej 

p 
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were obliged to conceal and keep them from the ej^ 
6f the public. 

It was their sobriety of bchavibur, their strictness 
of conversation, joined with their popular talents in 
the pulpit, that created so much respect and caused 
such a regard to be paid to their advice arid direc- 
tion. The fact was, the people greatly revered 
them, and were absolutely under their government ; 
and we know the leading men in the house of com- 
mons, and those who had the administration of affairs 
after the king^s death, courted and professed to admire* 
them. Hence it was that men of such sense as Pym, 
Hampden, Holies, Whidock, Selden, St. John, CroUk^ 
well, &c. &c. attended their prayers and sermons dfty 
after day; hence it was, that men of the greatest note* 
viewed it as an honour to set widi the assembly of 
divines, and treated tiiem with llie h%hest deferenoe 
and regard* s 

If Mr. Peters had been a man so vicious as he has 
been represented, he could have had no iniuence ofer 
the people, nor would he have been treated by the 
rulers of the land i^ the manner he was; liiey must 
have parted with him to keep up their own credit^ or 
been looked on as enemies to godliness. But Mh 
Peters was caressed by the rulers of the nation; Us 
^rmons and prayers were received as oracles by die 
people, for more than twenty years; and he was of 
infinite service to Cromwelland the senate-— of course 
"^he was not and could not publicly " be known to be 
infamous for more than one kind of wickedness,'' as 
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bad as infidelity, and to give a false diaracter of a 
dead jmaOf is murderu^ Um a second time. 
: Tbe character of the palztms of Hugh Peters, be- 
'^ides the . whole body of puritans in Old and New 
England, raiders the acrount of his public wicked* 
iiess perfectly &lse. We have seen that the Earl of 
Warwick, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and Oliver Cromwell^ 
were his patrons^ and that the pariiament caressed 
and rewarded him for his services. How could he 
. vthen be infamous for wickedness. 

Hb patrons supported characters equally good as 

iiiSLt of St. Attgustancy or any in Fox's Book of Mar- 

^rs.. Their enemies never accused them of personal 

vices; they made high pretensions to religion, and 

'the cause they fought for, they talked of as the cause 

iri^God. Now, in the name df common sense, with 

. what face could they have done all these things, if 

lin|^ Ptti^s, tibeir chaplain^ their confident, and 

^l^rchii^iidanty had been known to be a very vicious 

man? Apd how coukltbey have talked and acted 

'^jUgsinM: scaiidaloBs ministers, and at the same tim^ 

nmfdo)^ one the.most scandalous? How could the 

' ^liaiQent puUicly rew^ Mr. Peters, when they 

I^Q&BS^. gptatzeal for godljneas, and daily exert^ 

'<lbaaurtves to promote it to the highost pitcht A 

wan must have mcHre &idi than is necessary to move 

moniiUuiiSt to believe such men of wisdom as were 

» .CromwtU and the parliament, capable of acting 



tlMy e^uid not be guiky of it 
From Omtvmakimnliaii^ ik ihtatmtiMtile to 

bookwi tithfe \^ fiUse anliiKriickttf iiDcsttM 

<^^ I iliaii^tlNi^ef tiidmi^ 
Hie, iMit: liie hkied charsosttt ttpon me ^xckided me. 
I itever turd iiy ^aoS in any man's bldod, ixxt skvcd 
many in life and eslaece*'' He oertaiidy had as much 

rweaaoa ttt dunk lie ifabuld ha^ne eseiq>ed as Many 
nAfeis^ Tlikise WQiids hare given xs&snct to Bos cdiutft- 
niaMrs kodxKbctttkmers. Let iis «ce tiie truth asid 
jwJge. 

All tin^ wfas laid to the ehaige of Hugh Petcas, 
vms Hoards. Lord Scraflbrd, on his trial befere the 
b$H*€f the hoilteef kKrds, aays^ ^ No statute ttudses 
iP^rds tteJEusfOfn i^^ ytt Mr. Pttera #asibiit«l goSty t>f 
ireafton feflr words only ; Wlu^ Haiiry Maity^ Jidtei 
Gtaod9^, Mt& J(^ M^dii, ifk^spdse mbst ^evofi^ 
ly and repn>a(^ftiliy, moA isiiijliaiied tfae ipwrnf^^jQ 
deiUlh €hai4eis tUe Firsfc in diar inAfic nfdtiags; («od 
Miuiym wa^^me Qfdte kin^ |u4^s&, «pd sapBd ihe 
v^mtnt fibb 3iis exc^Jt^iioQ) Wem fvesdrved both 
in 3ife aiHl fertune* U 4m was tia& inmktf 
nmcy^ JPaftevs hadgr€&imrRasonto««^)n^a ;il^ 
in d^tt m^'ai^ meircy^ Ibr he ^iras more inifoeelit ; y^ 

. he lell M^ithout «erc^. And why Mras chkireyal fsbr- 
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f 4ife9p8iirafet) if cret^cah be given to fais 
iKrrhiiigs, mm^ Iban hints th& cause : he says, ^ Mar* 
ffn^wmmpoii^t^im vices, and Good^n fi»r hairing 
lieen*^ attdoiis armirwin, and a sower of diviaatm 
^mims tikt s«fanes^'*^foL 1, pv 2AS t bntthe bishop 
fives AC cause mky JMSton escaped, vMtt others as- 
mgoxA hb ^^ Paradise ksst,'^ and saving the fife of 

- WiiUisin Davienant, as the cause; yet Peters, who 
had saved n|any a life and estate, was fiargottea by 
Ihose whom in their distresses he had served, «id w^ 
inhufiuutilyekecuted. Why was this partiality die wa? 
No better answer can foe given, than that Peters had 
aeen Archbishop Laud, his great antagomst zmi per* 

- sectktor, die on a scafibid by the sentence of die 
house of lords; and had been archintendant of die 
sectaries and puritan church for above twenty yeara« 
He had also out«preached and outlived the bishops 
and their clei^ ; had assisted in putting aside the 
common jM-ayer-book, and was one of that assembly 
of divines at the Savoy, who put fiarth a new confes- 
irion of faith, y^bk^ recognised Jesus Christ to be 
the only feead of the christian churdi, from whom 
lAMe is deiived'a^ddedeiced »fl spiritual amd ecdbsi* 
mibA |)OWCi-* Hugh Pelfcrs had also deserted the 
^remonies and bishops of the church of England, 
said, Mee Dr. Buraet, who dwerted the kirk of Scot- 
hktit ^fNS Jtomes the Second, to be made bishop of 
19itisbiirr, mkt aiid the hiiyiop pet thehaselves be- 
yotvA *the 4ttcf<cy of the charch «i^ kirk : and finally, 
General Monk, (whose promotion and success in the- 
parliamentary army arose from the interest and 
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jibwer oF Hugh Fcttrs) preferred a kft(^/ emmet 
to the life of Hugh Pet^, to honour, and to 
gratitude. Considering these tluiigs, who cttn 9^ 
that Mr. Peters had not reason tor thiidc die a^ 
of indemnity would h^ve included Mm, All bm^te 
judges and the killers of Charles the First, were in- 
dudediin the act of indemnky. What was the crine 
alleged against Peters? It was justifying and magw 
nifying the king's death bywords only. Thedoc* 
trine of Montague, Sibthorp, and Manwaring, which 
set the king above all laws, and gave him power to 
act as he pleased, was much worse. The opinimi of 
the judges in the time of Charles the First, gave for 
law, " that the king might take from his subjects 
without consent of parliament, and dispense with die 
laws enacted by it." Depriving the people of their 
rights and liberties, and persuading the king of the 
justice of doing so, was a higher crime in the judges, 
than magnifying the extirpation of all the kings 
under heaven ; and what was the punishment of those 
judges, who magnified the destruction of thei rights 
and liberties of the people ? Not a> man of them gra* 
eed the gallows, though they deserved it mndi mere 
than Hugh Peters did for magnifying the rig^si^aHd 
liberties of the people. 

This conclusion ne(^essartly Stdlows, thtftPeli»^ 
suffered more than others, yet had done less to 4e* 
serve it. His sufferings, therefore, wereserere, haid» 
and rigorous^ as well as contnuy to the act of iadea«> 
4»ity. 



Mt. F^stersi at Us tiial, ilmsfiesdfiA Jbis ovfn ^ 
ft^nce : " The war JbegMi whilst I was in America, 
^»id;befi»re I had i^ny ocmceni with. it« SiiQGe m]r 
am^in ]&iiglaiid« I have ^cteavourcd to promote 
tMwmin^ioq» thftreforinationof karmng, thelaw^ 
n^ the empiloyipent of the poor; and the better to 
effect tl^^ things, I e^oused the interest of parlia- 
ment, in which I have acted without malice, avarice, 
or ambition. Whatever prejudices or passions may 
possess the minds of men, yet there is a God who 
knows these things to be true." 

The temper of the people at the restoration, shews 
what justice and mercy were in vogue. After Chief 
Justice Coke was hanged, cut down, and embowelled, 
Mr. Hugh Peters was ordered by the sheriff to be 
l^ought to «ee the mangled body, and the execu- 
tioner went to Peters, rubbing his bloody hands, and 
said, " Mr. Peters, how do you like this work ?" 
Mr. Peters replied, " I ani not in the least terrified, 
and you may do your worst.*' When he was on the 
ladder, he said to the sheriff, " Sir, you have butch- 
ered one of the servants of God before my eyes, and 
have forced me to see it, in order to terrify anddis- 
omfage me; but God has permitted it for my sup^ 
port and encouragement" — ^Trial of the Regicides. 
S^xbnmg^vn^Mft pemliiur to Mr. Peters, for the 
sdgral party, by <»der. of the court of Charles the . 
Stmaxij took the sacted sashes of Admiral Blake out 
of hb grai^, Mdctst them intp the pit of common 
fihh. General Thomas Harrison, the presbyteriaii 
mmisters.,^ and all the parliamentarians, were (dead 
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orll^iAg) treMfid in a simaMr nftnner, Wji^ 
names profaned in Ustxny by Lord Cl»r«don, I^q]^ 
BuitietaiKl others^ who weM as dswrndofytrmisfm^ 
ofjustteeandmefcy^ MenguUiyofaachimi^<H)«mi4 
detestaUe actions, were the veiy men Qarendon and 
Barnet falsely call " the wise, the soher, the virtacmiv 
the generpus, the brave, the humane, tlie honoufn*^ 
ble,'* and at the same time stigmatise Hugh Pe? 
ters, Mr. Baxter, Dr. CaUmy, and the rest of thi^ 
assembly of divines ; Oliver Cromwell, and all peo« 
pie on the side of parliament, with the epithets *^ ia- 
famous, ignorant, profane, proud, impudent, hypo- 
critical, vicious, low-born, canting, sordid, inhuman^ 
mastiff-dogs." 

All candid readers will make some allowance for 
the language and wrath o£ those false brethren, 
when they shall recollect, that Lord Clarendon was. 
proscribed by parliament for his crimes add wiqke^ 
counsel to tfie kmg ; and Dr. Bumet was ejecon^' 
mumcated by Ae kirk of Scotland for his desertion 
from the solemn league and covenant, and for bw 
doctrine of passive obedienee and iXHMr^sfbtaQce to 
the wift of kings. As to the word mfiimtms^ bemg 
given to Hugh Peters and ^ asaettbly s£ diymes^ 
by Clarendon and his'party, k may fee mpnUi tm 
fhe fashion of the court and <ilHirch afiberthe lestomi!; 
tion, seeing Lord Ctarendoh caUs Mr. l<An. WiM^ » 
seijeant at law, and appoimed i^ Charkatfae ,%wflwri| 
•ne of^he cbmmiflaioners of tha^cat s^ :di&ia&i»i 
mous, ignorant, and low»bom. To ttndcarstand the 
meaning of the words in£unous^ ignorant, and Imr^ 



ismny i» jUcNpii ClMeoiciii'sjmise) it items Qeofwny 
|o inquire wbo Mr. JoUn Wild vi^us by^biitb wd e^Aiip 
m^m. Wood says, vol* 2^ p. 532 : " He «rt8 son <tf 
Mr. Seijeant George Wild, of Droitwich, in Worce*^ 
isb^'^hirc. He was chosen reader of the iiuier- 
Iffld^e; made a seijeant at law ; lord chief baron of 
the exchequer; and by Charles the Second/ was ap- 
pointed one of the commissioners of the great seaL 
From this reverend and learned judge descends Lord 
Delaware." Mr. Wood also tells us, whence and 
who Lord Clarendon 'was, viz. " Mr. Edward Hyde 
, was son of Mr. Henry Hyde, of Pyrton, in Wiltel^ire. 
He stood for a fellowship of Exeter College, butw^as 
4>ut aside; he was made a barrister of the middlte 
temple ; he had the great seal given to him by Charles 
;the Second, was made Sir Edward Hyde, LordHin- 
4on, a»d Earl of Clarendon." By this contrast, the 
jreader will see the propriety of Lord Clarendon's 
xalUt^ Baron Wild " infamous, ignorant, said low- 
feonif" He could not do so, from the superi<»ity of 
iiiB own station, or qpality, to that of Baron Wild. 
Perhaps we ms^ %d the cause of his doii^ so, in voL 
3, pi^rt 2, of Lord Clarendon's History of the H^U 
JUfffii^ viz. ^^ The Hydes were always a inali^nanC 
iGimSiy ;" ^Bd Bifshwordi^ Whitkicke, and oth^ 
Ippit^fol Uitoriau $fiy ; ^^ To the matignants, wens 
pmws all the miseries of the civU ww, belweo 
<];h«iledth^ First and his pariiament. ¥/ho were tbt^ 
jialigmmts? Straffoid, Laud, Digby, Wnn, See. tte 



* advisers of the kii^ to destroy ld$ sulqedto by mmi 
for not submitting to illegal taxes *^" or the £arl af 
Warwiclt, Fairlax, Cromwdl, Peters, &c. *^ who 
advised the kif^to reihress all grievanees, spiritual 
and temporal, and to secure the ^tate and chm^ 
against the like for the future?" If it is honouraUe 
-to receive a long descent from noble ancestors, whoss 
actions were good and successful, Lord Clarendon 
cannot boast of that glory with so much propriety a» 
those he stiles low-born, igncH'ant, and infamous. 

If it is infamous to suffer on a scaffold, or by banish* 
ment, then Strafford, Laud, and Clarendon, are as 
infamous as General Harrison, Judge Coke, and 
Hugh Peters. Lord Digby, who, as well as Sir Ed» 
ward Hyde, advised Charles the First to declare war 
against his parliament^ lived long enough to see hi$ 
error, and to accuse the Earl of Clarendon <^ iajus^ 
tice and tyranny, before the house of peers, A. D. 
1663, and the consequence was. Lord Clarendon re% 
tired to Rouen, in Ntn-mandy, where he died in 1674^ 
This event was not (caused by the party sjpwtt 
iriiioh reigned duringthe civil war ; but by tibe iajus* 
tice a|id tyranny of Lord Clarendon, compiaioed of 
and punished by his ok! friends. Lord D^y and 
General Mcmk, who are part of those called by Lord 
Clarendon, " The sober, the Virtuous, the brave; the 
humane, the generous, the honourable.'^ Of course 
Lord Clarendon received no greater injustice in being 
lianished, than Mr. Thomas Soott, one of the regi- 
cides, and one of Lord Clarendon's ^^ infamous mas^ 



tMFdftgSi^^fofbeing^xcicutcdin l^j by the treachc« 
ly ^4 General Monk. 

ifogh Peters is described by Lord 'Clarendon to be 
*^ a weak, ignorant, and zealous man," which made 
Mm a proper tool for the use of an ** infamous parlia- 
ment, a vicious army, and a hypocritical assembly 
of divines.*' Mn Peters confessed, as we have 
already seen, ^'his own weakness, ignorance, and 
zeal.** Admitting it to be true, even in the sense of 
Burnet and Clarendon, what had these imperfections 
to do with treason? To give treasonable advice to 
the king makes a man a traitor, and the legal punish- 
a^nt of it is death. Hugh Peters and the i&rliament 
licver gave treasonable advice to the king ; but Straf- 
ford, Lord Digby, Sir Edward Hyde, &c. fee. gave 
treasonable advioe to the king : " They advbed him 
to destroy his subjects by arms, for resisting illegal 
taxes." See the trial of Lord Strafford. The king 
foUowed their advice, which brought on the civil war 
lietween him and his parliament. During the war, 
neither party well considered the divine sentiment of 
Archb&riiop Tillotson, viz. " There is no readier way 
for a man to bring his own worth into question, than 
by endeavouring to detract from the worth of other 
men." Both parties supported themselves by help 
of the clergy, detraction, and the sword ; both parties 
aoqused each other of treason and illegal practices; 
and both were right in their accusations— for when 
the kii^ acted independent of his parliament, he be- 
came guflly of treason; and when the parliament 
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toted inacpcndcnt of the king, *ejr bccSttie guilty eiT 
treason also, because both partiw, inthat case, aCt&S 
contrary to the Englfeh lavJ^ and constitution, iiiphifeli 
they had strom kiviolably to maintain. 
\ Both parties act^ as much in opposition to tfif^ 
constitodoti as they did to one another. Calling them:- 
selves protestants, they had no pope to be Aeir um- 
I»re ; thercfofe each party elected the sword for urn- 
jiire, and •* the sword oi the Lord and oi Gideoii,** 
had no concern in the decisioti. 

In this awfiil dilemma, self-preservation neceiHarily 
became the ultimate and omnipotent argument, and 
both pandas killed and hanged one another for miirdeif 
md treason, according to their respective laws and 
opinions* At length the king^s head was brought to 
the block, tod General Monk said, ** and justly too.*^^ 
Yet in May, 1660, Geheral Monk addressed Charles 
the Second on hb restofatioQ, and lor doing so, wa& 
made a duke and h*d 10,0001. a year pension. 

Colonel Ingolsby, one who signed the Warrant to 
cut off the head of Charfes the First, joined with Ged. 
Monk in restoring Charles the Second, but instelid 
of bemg hanged for treason and murder, he was made 
a kiBght of the tiath at the coronation of king Charter 
the Second. These are the two honest, wise, vir- 
tuous, and honourable men, in Clarendon and Bur- 
net's Hi^ory, whilst Hugh Peters, Judge Coke, Ge'- 
ncral Harrison, &c. &c. are called not wise; not honest, 
not virtuous, not honourable, but infamous, weak. 
Ignorant, and zealous. The truth is, those zealous^ 



*lMalt, ahdigbcMnsit mn, hsA^xA iAimuG^ bad 
ibught fix* die piotmtamrcligfon; ferthe liberty df 
GCMi8deiice; fcrtben^Msofdiepeopte; aAdhadtQO 
much conscienee, humanity^ andSKmour, tobetraf 
their trust as Monk, Ingobby, imd others did, fiir titlei 
and pensions. Thty ehose to su&r deadt rather 
than shl|>wreck faith and a good coosciencey and by 
do doing, they proved their weakness was wisdom in 
tnartjrrdom, and all honest men have given and wSl 
give them a canonization with Charles the First and 
oUier servants of honesty and honour. 
' " The children of this world are wiser than the 
children of light:" So Clarendon, Monk, andlngols- 
by, were wiser than Laud, Peters, Coke, and Charles 
the First, who were not infamous in death. O let 
my end be like theirs, is the wish of every honest 
man. 

It is to be remembered, that during the civil war, 
the English constitution was no rule for either parQr, 
for each had its own constitution, viz. the sword, self- 
preservation, and revenge. The party conquering 
'Uras right, and the party conquered was wrong. In 
the times of civil and ecclesiastical commotion, law 
and gospel are disregarded; Contempt is poured on 
lings ; princes and nobles are held in derision; and 
men say and do what they please. 

Wisdom and prudence teach all parties to overlook 
and forgive such fits of insanity ; for were those con- 
temed in them punished, the whole country would 
be turned into shambles. 



&an the prea^b^ in Frsmce, itoing the reign of 
Hcpry the T|iifd, ** wheiJi the cdlege of SwbioitaCy 
Iff common con$c[nt, conduced that the Frenrfi.were 
discharged from the oath of allegiance to Henry the 
Third, and that they, might arm themselves in oppof^ 
sition to him." Maimburgh'$ Hist. p» 4^2 and437i£ 
In consequenqe of this, the peofde vented dieir ragc^ 
against him, and called him tyrmil: and apoistate; the 
curates, also, refused absoluticm to aU those who would 
not renounce him. " The same Sorbonnists decreed 
all those who favoured the party of Henry the Fourth 
. tp be in a mortal sin, and liable to danmation ; aixdi 
to all who resisted him, champions of the &ith, and 
to be rewarded with a crown of martyrdom.*' — ^p. 
805. These decrees produced horrible effects, yet 
Henry, after establishing himself on the throne, called- 
none of these clergy to an account, nor executed any* 
one of them. That prince was truly wise, generous, 
brave, and honourable, and sobedy. coi^usidered th^ 
times and provoc^tionsr No doubt but Charies tte 
Second would have pursued the same ^teps with^ 
Henry the Fourth, had he not. been advised to the 
contrary by Lord Clarendon, General Monk, Ingols* 
by. Sir Ashley Cowper, and other malignant and 
treacherous characters, lyhose ambition led them to 
ingratitude, injustice, and tyranny, over their b(^ray-^ 
f|d and deserted friends. 

Considering what had passed in France, and what- 
was written in the act of indemnity, Mr. Peters could 



not be Utefiidt^r his weakness, ignorance, and zeal. 
In betieving the act of indemnity included hliki, and 
exefa(fed only the judg^ of king Charijjs the First. 

Parker, Clarendmi, and other enemies to Hugh 
Peters and the puritans^ tell us ridiculous tales 
«nwdrdiy of history, to mminate Peters and his party 
as fanatbs, or lunatics. It is, however, no sign of 
'greal: wkd<%Ba in those grave and noble lustorians to 
relate idte stories, with a view to disgrace the under- 
itancUi^, or impeach the honesty of parties. For 
credulous people are to be found on all sides. 

The reader has a right to laugh at the stories in« 
tented to ridicule Peters and his party, suffering for 
what they called, "conscience, religion, and the 
]?^;hts of the people.*' Parker's History, p. 23, 
gives an account of a number of prodigies which 
attended Hugh Peters going to be executed, in Octo- 
ber, 1660, which the fanatics published for two years 
tc^etherV with a view of promoting sedition. " On 
tbe way from Newgate to Charing- Cross, appe^ed 
two suns; ships sailing in the air; a bloody rain-bow; 
k ramed stones ; a lamb with two heads; cathedrd 
churches every where set on fire by lightning ; an ox 
that spoke ; a hen turned into a cock ; a mule 
brought forth; five beautiful young men stood by the 
regicides while they sufiered ; a very Inright star 
idione round the heads and quarters, that were stuck 
upon the city gates; a certain person rejoicing at the 
execution of General Thomas Harrison, one of the 
king's judges, was struck with a sudden palsy ; ana* 



Co thegibbet, w^ torn aiid ataRflit J^ilted by: lib omu 
tame rad favourite dqf," witib tsmj otb^r Hn.^ 
Parker aad^Clarenclpa l^aveoput;^d to relate 1^ |h?o- 
4igy^ that t(>(^ place Jn Loodoo, a little before tfa^ 
itsstoratioQ^. which well matches tbi$ story^ andk 
^^y ridiculoiis, yet the rdiater of it is Dr. Bnmt 
hall, bishgp, and the. bishop says, ^^ he caimot eate^p 
it less than a miracle." Ormond's Papers, vol. 3, ^ 
208. 

The bishop's stpry is : ^^ A child was born m Lpfir 
don with a double or diyided toiigii^ which, the tfa^^ 
d^y af^r it was borB^ ci;Led out, .aiklog^. a,kiog, a kk^ 
and bid them bring, it Xo the .king. The mother (^ 
the child said it told her of all that haf^ned m £% 
gland since, andmuch more, whicKshe dare not utte^ 
A gentleman in the con^pany, took the child in his 
arms, and gave it money, and asked what he woul^ 
do with it? to which the child answered aloud, I will 
give it to the king.'* 

By this prodigy bishop Bramhall and others> mew^ 
to prove the divine right of kings in England, aiKl t^ 
enable General Mc»s|k> Colonel Ingolsbyf and S^ 
Ashley Cowper, to restcnre the king, nobles, and bii«j|f 
i)ps, and to massacre Hugh Peters and other pwitiui 
republicans. Such ridiculous trifles, shew the wi$skt 
edness of the human heart, and are worthy to be in* 
verted in Parker's history (tf his own time. » 

Hugh Peters is also said to be a topi to CromiK^U^ 
parQr, and d* consequence, a weak man* Petensi 



i^iib ail^is weakness, was' well quiiyHifiedtp be emptdy- 
ed as he was, by Cromwell asid the parliamwt, but 
sot weak enough in talents to be duped andt>verconie 
by all the bishops in the king's anny. It is a singu* 
kr.saying of the royal psu*ty, that Peters conquered 
archbishop Laud and his clergy, by his ignorance and 
zeal. If thb be true, it is evident the knowledge and 
Ittkewarmness of bishop Laud and his clergy were not 
so valuable as the weakness, ignorance, and zeal, of 
Hugh Peters. 

Admitting Peters to be a tool of knaves, therefore 
of weak understanding, it necessarily follows, that 
bishop Laud was a toed to Lord Strafford and his wise 
party, therefore Dn Laud wa^ a man of weak under*» 
standing. Hence we find two fools, Laud and Peters^ 
the instruments of two armies of knaves. Be this as 
it may, it proves more than Lord Clarendon and Par« 
ker willed or have allowed, and what no one but a 
bigot or a fool will ever admit or believe. The pa- 
trons and friends of Laud and Peters, were wise and 
great men, and perfectly knew their characters and 
worth; and for their talents, wisdom, and religion^ 
an{doyed them as arch-intendants of their lespective 
parties. 

The faults of Peters and Laud, no doubt were 

many, and ^^ I bear them record, that they had a zeal 

for God, but not according to knowledge," and they 

.both suffered death to satisfy the wrath (^parties, for 

orimes they knew not. • 
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fjiui^ Fdiers is alio criminirted for imddfi&g vnHk 
diings whidi no ways belonged to ^ polpit. I^td 
darradoR has i)ot brought another just doacfgft 
against htm, in his verbose Ifistoz^' ctf die Rebeltion» 
tod if fafe lordship had been cmdid, he woiiid not 
have brought this. 

Wky should i&igh -Peters and die puritan clergfr 
be impeaehedfor going out of their province, whUe 
Br<r Laud and his dlergy did the same ihing, and 
offended not Lord Clarendon, 

Alt prea,ehers ought to instruct the people in pietj 
and virtue. And in civil matters, their businisss is to 
promote' peabe and happiness, fay exhorting ru}ersta 
govern vfrilh moderation, equit}^ and law; andth^ 
governed to obey with willingness and pleasure*— ^ 
Whoi they confine themselves within these bounds^ 
di^y imerit praise and will obtain it ; but |vht^ they 
mix with civil fac^ons to iHX>mote hatred, strife, and 
eoatentibn,- they merit contempt, and seldom miss it, 
«ven by dieir own party after the dispute is ended* . 

Had Dr. Laud and Mr Peters npt engaged then|r 
delves in parties, diey would have supported the digp 
nity of their characters as ministers of the prince of 
peace, and not have been made the sport of andutioii^ 
and self-interested men. 

The fate of these two eminent men should be a 
warmng to the clergy of all denominations, yet few 
have ears to hear. And why! The answer is, no 
men in the world Are less inclined to hearken to ad- 



vite tfiam Ae el^t^ of all denoiiBwaticmii Met be- 
cause they are worse than olher men, but because 
they are puffed tip with a conceit of their own hx&w* 
ledge and abilities^ and being accustoMed to cBctate 
widiout controul from the pulpit;^ they Hstan to in- 
is^truction and persuasion with contempt. Foi* thi^ 
reason, such cautions have been given in vain» 

The fate of the clergy, since tht ReformaticHi, ixi 
1535, has not deterred them, but they have umftmnty^ 
engaged in civil factions, and kindled su^ diaeords 
in christendomf, as the Gentile race happilf are stran-^ 
gersto. 

Regardless of the fate of Laud and Peters, and ma- 
ny others in the civil war after the Restoration, the 
pulpits sounded loud wil&, ^^ the doctrines of ^bt 
^vine right of kingS, and passive d^edienee and iion^ 
i^istaiice to their wills and laws,'' and thi psesbyte'- 
rians {the authors of the Restoration) were represent- 
ed ad villains and schbmatics; the power of the 
church c^ England was magn^ed^ and the regal pow** 
er was held up to be as sacred sbb that of God. Theii 
Samifd Parker, bishop of Oxford, so made for hia 
services, and his fellows, sprung up full cf venom, 
^seal, and rage, and treated all who Of^osed them with 
iU manners, defamation, and oriiel severity. Then 
Dr. Hicks, in hi^ Jovian^ pronounced Englishmen to 
be slaves, and the infamoifis decrees <^03cford were 
framed, which were justly burnt by decree of die 
greatest assembly in the nation, in 1710, to the im- 
mortal honour of queen Anne's reign.^ 



66 

The l»9iiq)s and their ckrgy stood firm by the 
Duke of York, (afterwards king James IL) and con- 
demned the bill of exclusion. Their behaviour sub- 
jected them to national contempt and severity; yet 
^ when James IL was king, and a sworn Roman catho- 
lic, they continued to act the same part, and would 
have continued his firm friends, had he followed their 
advice and not given liberty to the dissenters, nor 
touched their most tender part, even their interest, or 
revenue, by appointing some popish persons to be 
rectors in their colleges. These things alarmed 
them, and their opinions were changed from passive 
obedience and non-resistance, into the doctrine 
of resistance to the divine power of kings. They 
then adopted the very doctrine of Hugh Peters and 
the parliament, which destroyed Charies the First and 
his wicked advisers. They sent for the Prince c^ 
Orange, fought and prayed for his success. He came 
and delivered them out of the hands of their king^ 
*^ clothed ivith divine power, sacred as that of God 
lumself," or bishop Laud, bishop Wren, and Sir 
Edward Hyde, were in an error, and Hugh Peters 
and Cromwell were in the right. 

Afkr this glorious deliverance, the bishops and 
clergy of the church of England would not be quiet 
nor thankful. Numbers of them refused to own his 
government, calling it no better than the usurpation 
of Cromwell and his parliament, and joined in mea^ 
sures to restore the tyrant and catholic James, by 
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protestant deliverer. 

Leslie, Sacheveral, &c, &c. laboured much to incul* 
cate on men's minds the danger of the church of En- 
gland, from the design of the protestant dissenters, 
and the jH-otestant ministry, and had too much suc- 
cess ; though the presbyterians and puritan dissenters 
were joint agitators with the bishops and their clergy 
in the revolution of 1688, and were well paid for their 
good services. 

Dr. Burnet and Dr. John Tillotson, two of the 
presbyterian minister^, were created bishops in the 
church of England by King William III. and those 
two bishops never shewed the church of England . 
was in danger by their want of abilities and zeal in 
its support. 

When the protestant succession in the hoqse of 
Hanover took place, it was railed at, and even cursed 
by those men, and many of them attempted to bring 
back the tyrant James with his popish faith and cere- 
monies. Their endeavours were not successful, but 
in their own ruin. • The Rev. Mr. Paul lost his life 
at the gallows, and Dr. Atterbury, bishop of Roches- 
ter, was banished and died in exile. Thus they suf- 
fered, for maintaining the divine and hereditary right 
and power of kings, whilst Hugh Peters and General 
Harrison suffered for denying it, and for maintaining- 
the divine and hereditary right and power of the peo- 
ple, dbpve kings, their nd:>les, and Inshops. 
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What ha^ been the temper <rf the clergy since thfe 
death of queen Anne, but the very temper and conduct 
nrhkh they are* constantly censuring in Hugh Peters. 
ITieir busy and meddling disposition led them from 
rectitude and benevolence, piety and self-government, 
to promote a party spirit, and two direct rebellions 
against the liousc of Hanover in 1715, and in 1745- 
And they merited, and many of them received, the 
fate of Hugh Peters and bishop Laud. 

The same bad temper of the bishops and clergy of 
the church of England, rose up in the reign of George 
the Third, tp spread and establish the divine and he- 
reditary power of kings, nobles, and bishops, over the 
colonies in North America. Royal, aristocratical, 
and prelatical promises, were not wanting to deceive 
the people, and effect their plan, but after twenty-three 
years of tumults, massacres, and war, their croisade 
terminated Uke the pt^s' holy war against the infi- 
dels in Asia and Africa. As the infidels extirpated 
Christianity out of Asia dnd Africa, so the col6msts 
extirpated the English monarchy, aristocracy, 
and hierarchy, out of America; and to i»event 
their return^ they wisely passed a: law which ban- 
ished forever, kings, here£tary nobles, and the 
British hierarchy — and a second law Hke onto it, viz. 
^ That Jesus Christ has estabfiriied his chxirch, and 
the bible its canonical direction, whereby tlic civH 
magistrates are not vested with any power from God' 
or man to establish any other form of refigion ; but 
every congregation has a divine power and right to 
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conscience may or $hall point out." 

It will be. seen that America was not ignorant ic^ 
the (doctrines pf the elc^uent and renpwned Hugh Pe« 
ters, " who three times waited on king Charles th^ 
First, in the days of his trouble, and on hisJcnees, with 
tears, begged him to accept and sign the proposition 
touching reli^on, wherein the church govemmentj 
the public worship, and the revenues of the clergy 
were concerned." But the king's chaplains, and the 
civil delinquents, excepted from pardcoiby parlia^ 
ment, hindered the king giving his answer in tfrne^ 
according to the friendly advice of Hugh Peters and 
the commissioners. 

Had hecatombs of such chaplains and delinquents 
been made the price of the life of their royal nuister^ 
it had been but a poor sacrifice, but those loyal and 
generous subjects, rather than give up a place, a be- 
nefice, or themselves to justice, advised their sovet 
reign to die in their stead. 

Let it not be mentioned in Askelon, that the chapi» 
lains and counsell(»^ of Charles the First, at the Isle 
of Wight, were so eager to save their revenues and 
lives, that they saved them by flight, and by giving 
up the crown and the king's life. They knew the 
army were marching to a rendezvous from all parts^ 
and when assembled, would dissolve the parliament 
and constitution, and proceed capitally against the 
person of the king. This did not soften their obdu* 
rate minds (to sacrifice their own safety, oc their Own 
paltry interest, to save his majesty's crown and life. 
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Those royal malignanti^persevered in mi^leaduigtlNr 
king) until the army met and published their decla^ 
ration, and then they advised the king to sign the 
treaty. But it is matter of lamentation, the army of 
twenty thousand horse and foot followed their decla- 
ration and dissdived the treaty and the constitution. 
Of course, the king's life as well as crown were, taken 
away, while his evil counsellors fled from justice into 
foreign countries. Such friends had the king and 
church in 1648, 1660, 1688, and in 1760, and such 
they will always have until the doctrine of Hugh Pe- 
ters, which he and the puritans planted in America 
be also planted in England. 

The divine right of bishops, Charles the martyr 
very justly maintained, and no presbyterian or puri- 
tan ever denied episcopacy as it was practised in the 
primitive christian church. 

Lord Clarendon and the king's chaplains, would 
not let king Charles understand the proposition of 
the parliament's commissioners, which Hugh Peters 
so eamesdy solicited his majesty to grant, for the 
quiet smd haj^iness (tf the nation. Whit. p. 351^ 
explained the {sxiposition. viz. ^^ It is not the aposto* 
lical bishop, which the bill desires his majesty to re- 
move, but that episcopacy which was formerly estar 
blislied by law, now gi'own up to a height of outward 
pomp and greatness, found by experience to be a 
grievance to the subject ; a hindrance to piety ; an 
encroachment upon the power of the civil magistrate; 
and so a burthen to the persons, purses, and con- 
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mde difference between St. PauPs episcopacy at* 
Rome, and that qf Pope Sextus V. St. Paulas epis- 
copacy had no outward pomp: it was lio griev- 
ance to the subject, no hindrance to piety, no en- 
croachment on the power of die civil magistrate, n6 
burden to the persons, purses and consciences of 
christians : But Archbishop Laud's episcopacy in 
the high commission court, star-chamber, at the 
council board, at the treasury, has all those bad qua- 
lities ; which the puritans, presbyterians, people, and 
parliament^ not being so much in love with as the. 
bishops, are willing to have your majesty abolish ; 
i. e. such civil parts as are joined to episcopacy here 
in England." Such sturdy facts no doubt induced 
his majesty to sign the treaty to the full satisfaction 
of the puritans and the parli^nent ; and it would have 
restored peace and happiness to the nation and the 
king, had not the army decoyed the then constitu- 
tion and the treaty at once. Had not the b^hc^s and 
delinquents basely kept his n^jesty week after week 
from his gracious concessions, a lastii^ peace and stm 
end of divisions would have taken place, and the life 
and crown of a duped king had not fallen to save hi& 
malignant advisers. Hence it is evident his coun. 
sellors and bishops caused the death of king Charles 
I. while Hugh Peters and the pariiament did all in 
their power to prevent it. 

The English bishops and clergy xire not the only 
clergy who are governed by ambition and the lust of 
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fit)m bishops, durbg their "yirar for liberty, went dirt 
rf* thefr prDvfnce to promote a party spirit, and iO 
%lit ba^tfte^ : in like manner as did Archbishqp Her- 
rfflg, Mr. Hugh Peters, alid many others in Great 
Brit^. The survivors in fliat conflict, ^hougli com-- 
jpelled to take tip anhs agsrinst the king, or lose their 
Irishes, have iiot escaped widiout much abuse and 
edhtcmpit from those they obeyed, for preferring their 
reV^ntie to the duties of a gospel minister. * How- 
Wer, Some of them have been compensated wiA 
Initi'es for their tfcfection from loyalty, or for their 
tfWvate defection from flie liberty of America : while 
*6Chcffe, who fought fbr their kitig, have received 116 
tdiHpensatidn or thanks from those they served, or 
^hose they oppoised. 

Bodi parties oJ" those clergy have reasion to blame 
llteinselves; and I hope they aiid their successoi's 
will f(dl6w David's advice—" Put not your trust ik 
^ings, or bishops, nor your confidence iti any chfltt 
of than ; for their faith is but wind/' 

Tlte French clergy, in the late Revolution, have 
not benefited themselves Or others, by meddling 
with things out of their function. Had they duly 
considered St. Paul's words, " The powers that be, 
are ordained by God," the)/ would not have suiFered 
for obeying an absent and banished king. The cler- 
gy are bound to obey the existing power, when sup- 
ported by the people, who are the sole proprietors of 
iheocracy, and whoever rules by their authority is a 
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ruler, xn^t o^ in fa^t, b^t m right; that iff^ he hfs 
T^yvfiTjure divino^ This doctrine was established a^ 
the Revolution in England, in 1688. Had th^ French 
clex^ well understood this doctrine, they would have 
remained in France, and not have fled by thousands 
to England; to starve on British charity of seven 
shillings by the week. Unfortunate men ! to perish 
on ail ideal faith, that the family of Bpurbon have ^ 
divine hereditary right to be kings of France ; and 
that t^e will of the people cannot remove and disin- 
herit that family, and then establish another, eveif 
the family of Bonaparte* Who but the people made 
the Bourbon family royal in France ? Let the fate of 
those unhappy clerg3nnpLen be a warning to all futur^ 
generations* They put their ^ust in a king that wa$ 
and now is not — :and they have bjeen coippensated 
^y British' charity, and nearly two thousand of them 
with graves in the church-yard of St. Ps^cra^ M^ 
the water and blood which flowed from the wounded 
side of man's Redeemer, cure them and all Amenc^ 
royalists of their loyal sorrow:;, and procure fi^ ihtxsji^ 
joys eternal and sincere ! 

Qence we see that Hugh Peters and bishop Laud 
were as their brethren have been and are in all coun- 
tries. Their faults aro^ not from their weaknesie^ 
but from the tyranny of those who kneiy bow to make 
use of thenu The contending {parties never had 
virtue enough to permit the plergy to act a neutral 
part; but have always impressed them into their ser* 
vice : an^ ^^P ^^ P^^ censured the clergymen 
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itt opposition, " as meddlers in matters which be- 
longed not to dieir divine office.'' Had Lord Cla- 
rendon fairly considered that the bishops and their 
clergy were dependent on the crown for their dignity 
and livings, and that the puritan clel^ymen were 
dependent on the good will of the people, he would 
not have cast blame on the one, or the other, but 
have censured the king's ministers, and the generak 
in the parliamentary army^ for impressing the clergy 
into their civil war. His lordship knew the clergy 
had already had too long a war amongst themselves 
in the star-chamber court concerning ecclesiastical 
matters, to have any share in the civil war carried on 
by Sir Edward Hyde and Mr. Pym. Yet, never- > 
theless, he cajoled and threatened the bishops till he 
brought them tq take a part in his civil v^ar, and the 
parliament followed his cniel example. The result 
was, the clergy sufiered in person, character and 
prc^erty on both sides, with the innocent king ; and 
the gainers were such knaves and traitors as Sir Ed- 
ward Hyde, Colonel Ingolsby, General Monk, and 
Sir Adbley Cpwper. 

Th^s Achitophel and Hushai, by the help of Zadok 
and Abklhar, ccmspired against David, filled die 
kingdom with confusion^ and destroyed Absalom ; 
and Abiathar the priest, and Joab, David's general, 
suffered for it in the reign of Scdomon. 

From what has been said in the preceding pages, 
all candid readers will no doubt judge that the cha- ' 
racters of Ajrd^bishop Laud mA the Rev. Hug^ Pe- 
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ters have Ijeen.most infamously abused by the two 
contending parties during the reigns of Charles L 
and Charles 11. and by the friends of those royal and 
republican faction^ ever since. 

Itnist and hope the present age has moderation 
and justice enough to lay aside prejudice, and admit 
that those two great leaders in troublous times pos- 
sessed the virtues of integrity, science, generosity, 
humanity, and piety; and were destitute of such 
public vices and private slhs, as have been alleged 
against them by their enemies without proof. Who- 
ever shall read their characters drawn by their re- 
spective friends and admirers, will see reason to place 
their names and excellencies with those of Tillotsoh, 
Clarke, Hoadley, Butler, Herring, Oweri, Calamy, 
]Bates, and othtr worthy men. 
. Further to elucidate the character of Hugh Peters, 
I shall give some account of his writings, his public 
performances, and Colonel Lockhart's letter to Se- 
cretary Thurlow, which will not fail to please the cu- 
lious> and entertain the pious. 

In April, 1646, Hugh Peters preached a sermon 
before both houses of parliament, the lord mayor 
and aldermen of London, and the assembly of di. 
vines, which was printed in quarto. In the sermon 
he expressed his desire, " that some shorter way 
might be found to further justice, and that two or 
three friend-makers might be set up in every parish, 
without whose labour and leave none should implead 
another.** He proposed also, that th^ charter-house 
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should be converted into.an hospital for lame soldiei^* 
In the same year, 1646, he published in London s^ 
quarto pamphlet, entitkd, " Feters's last report of 
the Engli^ wars, occasioned by the importunity of 
a friend, pressing an answer to some queries: — 1st. 
Wl^ he was silent at the surrender of Oxford ?-r 
2d. What he obsserred at Worcester, it being the last 
town in the king's hand ?r— 3d. What were bgst to 
be dpne with the army ? — 4th. If he had any expe- 
dient for tl^e present difierence ? — 5th. What his 
thoughts were in relation to foreign states ? — 6th. 
How these late mercies and .conquests might be pre- 
served and improved ? — 7th. Why his nam^ appears 
in so many booki^, not without blots, and he never 
wipe them off?" In this pamphlet, page 14, fee 
says, " I lived about six years near that famous 
Scotsman, Mr. John Forbes, with whom I travelled 
into Germany, and enjoyed him with much love and 
sweetness constantly ; from whom I never had but 
encouragement, though we differed in the wayof our 
churches." — " Learned Amesius breathed his last 
breath into my bosom, who left his professwship iit 
Frizeland to live with me, because of my church's 
independency at Rotterdam. He was my ci^eagti^ 
and chosen brodher to the churchy where I was an 
unworthy pastor." T||iis modest account of h^imi^ 
and his intimate acquaintance and connexion wHil 
Forbes and Amesius, two of the mo«st shining cha- 
racters for piety, morals a^d learning, £i)ro|ie eo^)d 
boast of in that century, seem sufficient to yfj^ off 
every blot cast on Hugh Peters in the many books 
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made and published by his open and declared ene- 
mies in the war between king Charles I. and the 
parliament. 

In 1647, Hug^ Peters published at London a 
quarfo pamphlet of fourteen pages, entitled, " A 
Word for the Army, and Two Words to the King- 
dom, to clear the one and cure the other, forced in 
much plainness and brevity, from their faithful ser- 
vant H. Peters.'' 

In 1651, Hugh Peters published a book entitled, 
^* Peters's Good Work for a (xood Magistrate, or k 
jsKdrt Cut to great Quiet." In this book Mr. Peters 
jprdposed the extirpation of the whole system bf thfe 
English laws, in particular recommended the old re- 
cords in the tower should be burnt as the monuments 
of tyranny. This Good Work for a Good Magis- 
strate went much against the interest of the barristers 
^ law as well as their practiceis, and they combined 
and put out an answer to it the same year, entitled, 
" A plea for the Common Laws of England, by R. 
V. of Gray^s Inn.'' 

The whdle printed works and ]f)oems of the Rev. 
"Hugh Peters in the space of forty years, are not ne- 
cessary on this occasion to be named. Though Wil- 
liam Yonge, M. D. his bitter and indecent enemy^ 
says, p. 19, 8tc. '* Mr. Peters was a popular preacher, 
admired by the classical ministers of New-England, 
and in Holland and Germany. His performances 
were cried up so loud, that his name was echoed 
over all the city, and his friends grew numerous, in- 
somuch that the great parish of St. Sepulchre was 
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assigned to him, where he continued a lecturer near 
twenty years. Ami the Hugotiots of England were 
so bewitched ^vith his doctrines, eloqu^ce, and fer* 
vent prayers, that they si^ed at the kisjs of such a 
precious villain^ when .he was enforced to escape 
(what they caUed) the ^rr^ny of episcopal govern^ 
m^it in the star-chamber court." " Their tokens of 
love were seen in their liberal contribudcms for his 
voyage, and their many prayers set up for this Jebu* 
site.^* " On hjis arrival in Uolkndi his wished for 
Canaan, the land of promise, he was triumphantly- 
received into the sanctified parlour of Rotterdam, and 
welcomed with the kisses of the holy.** From this 
pettish Dr. Yonge,, the chiief witness that swore away 
the life of Hugh Peters on his trial at Newgate, we 
learn, that the character and abilities of Hugh Peters 
were highly venerated by the Hugonots of England, 
Holland, Germany, and New-England; that is to 
say, Hugh Peters was admired by all the protestants 
in Christendom, excepting the church of England, 
which abolished the papal couit of inquisition, and 
established in its room the star-chamber court. 

Dr. Yonge took the liberty to style Mr. Peters an 
artful and impure hypocrite : and the Doctor most 
certainly was petulant enough ; yet he was modest 
enough, in not accusing him of open and public vices, 
such as swearing, perjury, drunkenness, sabbadi- 
breaking, stealing, blasphemy, and denying the Cre- 
ator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of mankind. Herein 
the Doctor acted cunningly ; he knew the Hugonots 
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bii^MJ>f tbosie in&norafitie^ andmver coun* 
tenEmeecl any parsoaa guilty of them. .* 

fiti. ^^gie ii»U ictoew how to ^^^ bis testinumy 
hy^^tBMti^t, fliid t|wlfE>:«MHiae « wma of h^ffmmii 
wm^ % way to kijiire faim araaoipt wetak p^ipde; 
aiul duf af6iiM4*ei^]d n#t pro^e the owlxary faefoee 
the jojdges m the Qld Simley. Obe more eane 
breugfat fortyard against Hugh P^rs by Dr. YongCy 
oug^t not to be passed over in silence ; viz. " He 
departed from epiacopacy, and' his oath of canonicad 
obedience, and so became an apostate to the faith.'' 
The Doctor in his envy forgat the words of the ca- 
nonical oath, viz. ^^ in rebtis licitis et honcsds," in 
things lawful and honest. The king, parliament and 
bishops, could not make their law for profaning the 
sabbath by reading sport books in the churches law- 
ful and honest; nor could the pope and conclave 
make the inquisition, or star-chamber court, lawful 
and honest. H. Peters, by disobeying such dishonest 
laip^, was made an apostate* Then Cranmer and all 
the bishops in the church of England made them- 
aelyes apoQ|tatea, for not obeying their canonical oath 
of ^^^if^oce to the Pope of Rome. Enpugh on this 
aoQUf^atipn. Dr. Yonge may have been an apostate 
for fK^ speakmg the truth. 

In Tharkw's Slate Papers, Vol. VII. p, 249, is . 
Col. Lockhait's Letl^ to Secretcuy Tburlow cim- 
e^nkg Hu|^ Peters, which oontatns too many Cu- 
rious pfKP^Giilafs charaicleriatic of the mai^ not to be> 
inserted verlmtim : 



• 74 

'' Dimkitk, My »-^18, 16Sff. 
<^ May it pkaae your Londfihip^ 

^^ I omU not m&r eiir woitiiy fi^etiiy Mr. P^sis, 
%{> come away ^m DmAirk widioiit a testittmoy of 
the gTQat benefits we have all received from kim in 
tUs place^ where he hath laid himacAf forth in great 
diaoity and goodness^ in semaons, prayers, mod ex* 
Aiortati(Mas, in visiting and relieving tiie sick and 
wounded; and in all these, {»ofitably applying the 
lingular talent God hath beatawed upon him to&e 
chief eiMls proper for our auditory : Fch*, he hath not 
\mly shewed the soldiers their duty to God, and 
pressed it hcrnie upon them, I hope to good advan- 
tage, but, hath likewfee acquainted them with their 
obligaticms of obedience to his highnesses govern- 
ment, and ^fection to his person. He hath laboured 
here among us with mudi goodne»,.and seems to 
enlarge his heart towards us, and careof us for nfasy 
other things, the ^fects whereof I design to levi^ 
. upcMi that Providence which hadi brought lis^ifiier. 
It were siq[>er&K)us to tell jrour Loidihip the story of 
our fu'esent ccmdition, either as to the cii41 govern- 
ment, wc»*ks, or soldiery. He who ha^ fturibed aU 
these more than any I know here, can certainly give 
the best account of them^ Wherefore i commit the 
> ' whole to his information, and htg your Lordship's 
casting a favourable eye upon such propositions as 
he will ofer to your Lordship for the good of ^iMs 
garrison. I am> may it please your Lordship, ycnir 
most faithful, humblr, mid obedient servant,^ * 

" William Lockhart.'^ 
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Thwi was^Hlded,^ by Cal. Lockhart, as a P* S.-^ 

**My Lord:— Mr. Peterd hath taken kave tA 
teait three or four times, but stiH somethinf &B$ 
out wiiidi hinders his return to £nglaitd. He hati^ 
beentwIeeatBergh, and sp^eif widi the cardinal 
(Mazarine) thtee or four times. I kept myself by, 
and Imd a care that he did not importune him with 
too longjiq^Keec^s. He returns hden with an ac^ 
€0uiit of all tibangs b^K, and hath undertaken every 
man's busuiess. I must g^ve hkn that testinumy^ 
tibat he gave us three or fow homst sermons ; and tf 
it were possible to get him to mind preaehing» and 
tf> fOTbear the trpablinghimaelf widi other things* he 
WmM certainty prove 0, very fit minister for sc^diers^ 
I hope he cometh well satisfied from thi3 place. He 
hadi ol^ iminuated to me his desire to stay here* 
if be had a ealL Son^ of the officers also have been 
w^ me to tlmt purpose, but I have sh^d him so 
M^daomc^, as I hope he will not be displeased: fi^r 
I have UM h»n that the greatest service he can do 
U8| is to go to Ei^andy and ciOTy on hispropositlons, 
andtoowiiusinallcMirmterests, wMchhe hathun- 
dertalceA with mudh zeal« Ui ame^ 

** Wifliam Lockhart" 
It is evident tlmt Colonel Lockhart did not consi- 
der Hugh Peters to be a weak, ^orant, and vicious 
mm : t^t contmriwise, he viewed him tx) be a wise^ 
learned^ mi pious man» having charity and zeal 
withcmt hyppofiEiy; othawise, he would not have 
on^yed Mm to negotiate a natimial concern with 
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Cardinal Mazarine, the wisest and greatest stftles-^. 
man Louis XIV. ever had ; nor sent him from Dun. 
kirk into England to report to Secretory Thu^w 
and the LordJ^tector, Oliver Cromiwei!, the wbole 
story concerning the negotiaition with Cardinal Ma- 
zarine, and the state of the garrison, &c. 

It requires better evidence than has y^t beoi pab^ 
fished by Clarendon^ Parker, Burnet, Dr. Yonge, 
and others of that party, to make any man of eom* 
mon sense believe, that Hugh Peters was a weak, 
ignorant, and vicious man. He was employed in 
civil and reli^ous matters by Cromwell, Thurlow, 
the whole parliament, and the assembly of divaies, 
who were never charged whh being weak, i^ioitat 
and profane, by Clarendon and his co^jutots; they 
only charged them with being wise and learned hy- 
pocrites, and proved it by calling them Hligenets, 
Puritans, and demure and zealous Sabbatarians, who 
prayed and sung psalms, instead <rf blaspheming di- 
vine revelation and the moral law. 

Hugh Peters, during his imprisonmei^ in the 
tower, wrote ** The Dying Fathcr^s Advice to his 
Daughter," entitled, " Mn Hugh Petefs*s Last Le- 
gacy to an only Child." It contains sound and 
wholesome directions, even such as pr^ve him to be 
well skilled in learning, and well acquainted with the 
school of Christ ; that he had seen days of sunsdiine, 
as well as foul weather ; that he had enjoyed good 
reports, and had endured evil r^orts, and tkrou^ 
ftlth, sincerity, and agoodcoi^ciefioe, hid overomie 
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liie w(^« It was printed and pubtiahqi in Old and 
N<w£iigkiiid, and myriads of ejcperieaced Christians 
Iiav^ read hia lega<^ with extac^ and health to their 
smils. No doubt but the bodi: will be had in re- 
membrwoce m America as long as the works of the 
assembly of divines (at Westminster) and the holy 
bibte« Whoever shall be fortunate enough to read 
his works, will see that he was a master workman iti 
tke ministry ) wherein )ie laboured successfully forty 
years, in Europe and America, and brought many 
souk to Chri^{ and they will also despise the malice 
of his ei^miea, and believe that God wiped away 
til trars from his eyes ; li^t he was made perfect, by 
hk great sufferings ; that he entered into rest and joy 
aubstantial ; and finally, that his works shall live and 
foUow him to that wprkl where time shall not be 
known. 

On the 14th of October, 1660, Mr. Hugh Peters 
preadied a sermon in Newgate chapel, (two days be- 
fore his executicHi) for the benefit of the other pri- 
soners Goodemn^d to su&r with him; which will 
satisfy every reader touchii^ the frame of Mr* Peters 
at that thne. 

His text was in Psalm xlii. ven 11 — " Why art 
thou cast dowTi, O my soul ? and why art thou so 
disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I shall 
yet praise faimi who is the health of my countenance 
and my God»" 

After a compendious view of the psalm, he ob- 
served litts doctrine, ^^ that the best of God's people 
are apt to be desponding.'^ 
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This was the csm of the peison ia the 89tH.pMliic» 
Also David's case when he complained of the hresik^' 
iQg of his bones. And this was the case of Jesii^ 
Christ, when he cried, " My God, my Qod, wbg 
hast thou forsaken me ?" 

The reasons why the be$t of God's peoj^ are apl 
to despond, are, 

1. When something happens more than ordinary^ 
when God puts weight in s(MTOw .^d affliction, tha^ 
makes it sinking. * 

2. When we overvalue our comforts, siich AS 
wife, children, estate, and life itself, we are apt to be 
cast down, on the thought of parting with tiienu 

3. When we are unprepared for sufferings wd a£> 
flictions, we are apt to despond, and cry out, Alas ! I 
thought; not of them. 

4. When our afflictions are many, such as the 
loss of name, estate, relations, and life, we are apl 
to despond. 

5. When afflictions are of long coiitifHiaii£e» men 
are apt to despond. 

6. When afflictions fall up<m the scml, the nohlMt 
part of man, he is apt to despond. 

7^ When men have more sens$ than faith* they 
are apt to despond. 

These things ought not to be so, as God's people 

^have no cause to despond: 1. Because it discovers 

impatience, and 2. The Want of faith in the Rock that 

will not fail them ; 3. The want of wisdom, &c« Sec. 

and, 4thly. It gratifies the enemy, who in such a case 
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God? \Yhat is become of your God? 

What cure and remedies are found to prevent 
desponding? 

Answer 1. Hope in God ; ^* Hope thou in God.*' 
2. Faith is set on work, "J shall yet praise him," &c. 
More particularly, take these directions : 
1. Be careful of exercising faith, as no condition 
of man supersedes his faith. Do all in faith, pray 
in faith, hear in faith, &c. &c. What is the exercise 
<rf faith but trusting in and resting upon Christ, and 
saying, If I perish, I perish ? 

The miscarriages of christians are, either because 
they have no faith, or, if they have faith they give it 
no food to five on. Faith must go to Christ as the 
liver vein, and fetch blood and life thence. 

Men complain that they have not meekness, pa- 
tience, and love, 8scc. &c. but the defect lies in their 
faith. If they had more faith, they would have more 
of all otlier graces. 

What is the food of faith? The answer is, Faith 
will not feed upon ever)' dish, not on a stalled ox, or 
fatted calf. Prosperity is not the food of faidi, but 
it will eat a word — it will live upon promises : these 
nourish faith. ** I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.'* " All things shall work together for good." 
And the like promises. 

2. Be careful against things below. Measure 
things not by sense or by a day, but by faith and 
etemitv. We are troubled at the loss of comforts 
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is in overvaluing them. 

Sdly, Go and tell the Lord Christ, I have a defiled 
conscience, and if thou dost not wash me, t am 
undone for ever. Look and see the worth and ne- 
.c<?ssity of Christ. There must be something better 
to love and look at, than what we lose in time ; some- 
thing above estate, life, relations, title, and name. 
Behold the value of Christ's blood. It is worth mcw^ . 
than all creation, because what the blood of buUs ami 
'goats could not do, his blood doth cleanse from tU 
sin. 

4thlj. Keep ok»e to the us^ q£ ordinaniQiesc M»qy » 
of Gfur miscbif& qpme from neg^eats of this kind. ; 
Tiie saifety of a Christian li« in the enjoym^^t oi\ 
church commumon. P^alm xxyii* '^ Oae thing t > 
h^ve desired of die Lord, and ik^t I wtUseek siSm^^ 
thsskt I may: dwell in Ae lif>iise of the Lcpd^.^chi|»:& 
of my life, &»:« for ia &e tipie of troubte lie^did hide ^/ 
me in his pavilion ; in the seeiet of hte tdbefonelft ' 
shall te hide me ; he skallsel ne upon a rock. Ami^ 
ndw s^aU m^ head be lifted iq> abov6 mine enemks a 
rdund about me. There the greatest fears are dkk . 
pelied. *' You shall find troubles pass over, for you 
and I expect some. It win be a hard matter to 
break churches, they are so fast chained together;, 
and yet there hath been marvellous miscarriages 
amongst saints in their church relations.'' 

Mr. Peters, during his imprisonment, was exer- 
cised under great strugglings of his own spirit, ** fear- 
ing," as he often said, *' he should not go through his 



le^eiji^ wiib emmig^ and emaibn.^ He smU to 
hb friends^ ^^ I am sonlewbat uupropaced to^e, and 
t^refcffe unwUling to ipeei death: for, I have opdl- 
te^ some things and committed others which trouble 
me* But, tboi^h it i^ a cloudy dark 6isy wit^i mt, 
yet the light of God's grace and favonr will break 
forth at last/' And verily the favour of God did 
at last appear ; for a short time before he went forth 
to execution^ he was perfectly composed in his spv 
rit, and with aamiling countenance said to the sheriil^ 
*^ Sir, I thank God now that I can die, and toed: death 
in the face, and not be a&aid.'' 

The night befi»*e he suffered, two of the king^a 
chaplains paid him a visits and took that opportunity 
to persuade him to repent of and recant his great ao- 
livlty ic^ iiit cause of parliament, which they enforced 
by a promise of pardon from the king, in case he 
complbd* But though he was much afflicted in his 
Sgantj and had a daughter and wifo full of sorrow and 
distress near him ; yet the Lord enabled him to bea( 
up against their in^bra^ons with courage,. smd ht 
aiiswered them^ ^' I have not tlie least reason to ra- 
pent for adhering to that mteiest; but I racier re* 
pent, that in th^ prosecution thereof, Ididnonaoow 
SoF God and his people in these nations.'' He then 
with civility dismissed them, and applied him^ielf to 
other ministers, more able in^his opinicm to speak a 
v^prd in season to him, under the trials wherewith 
the Lord was pleaded to exercise him. 

The humanity and decency of the party on the 
side of Charles II. are visible from their insults give^ 
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to tiie4}riiig pnsonersw ' One amongst ittfliiqr is, Mr^ 
P^^rs aod Mr. Justice John Coke went to executiicw 
together on October 16th, 1660, in sledges; thf 
sherifis fixed. the head of Major General Thomas 
Hanison, cousin of Justice Coke, with the face bare 
towards Mr. Coke, which had been cut off on Octo- 
ber 13th,. 1660. This dismal sight, attended with 
abusive words, they endured from Newgate to Cha- 
ring Cross cheerfully ; and Justice Coke turned and 
said, " Blessed be God, brother I'etcrs, we are going 
to heaven, and shall leave this multitude in a storm. 
Before twelve o'clock 'we shall be in bliss, and glory 
whcfre is no sorrow nor trouble. My very heart leaps 
in me for joy. You and I have sung with Paul and 
S3as the Comforter^s song in prisons, and shall have 
spiritual coiiifort in soon dying, which no man can 
take from us." - ' 

Those dying words of the learned and pious Jus- 
tice Coke^ who had well known Mr. Peters for many 
years, sufficiently destrc^ the injurious reports in* 
serted in die histories of Lord Clarendon, Parker^ 
andotkeis. Yet I add t^e dying actions and words' 
of Hug^ Peters, i^er Mr. Justice Coke's head was 
cut off, aad his blood, by order (tf Colonel Tumet^ 
lipas rubbed in his face, with these insulting words, 
" HoW do you like this work ? Mr. Peters, where is 
now thy God?" 

Mr. Peters being on the ladder, espied a man, to 
whom he gave a piece of gold, having first bent it, 
and desired him to go to his daughter with it as a 
token from him, and let her know that " My heart is 



85 

Ml of comfort; lam ready to die; weep not for 
me ; let them weep who part and shall never meet 
again. • You and I shall meet again in heaven; and 
befbre tUs piece of gold reaches you I shall be with 
God in glory, where is no night, no n&d of a candle, 
nor of the sun, for the. Lord will give us light." 

The man being dismissed with the piece of gold, 
Mr. Peters said to the sheriffs, " I truly forgive you 
and all men from ray *heart, and if you will believe 
die words of a dying man, I tell you, I am not con- 
vinced: of any thing I have done amiss in the busi- 
ness for which! am c(xidemned to suffer; and of 
Qonsequcnce, I do not repent of any thing therein 
done by >me. I own the cause of God and his peo** 
pie/ and I :am.here this day to bear witness to it. I 
bless the Lord I have nothing lying upon my con- 
tcieoce, and I bless the Lord that he has in goodness 
wd mercy made mc waUii^ to give myself a living 
sacriice, holy and acceptat^^ui^o God. . I thank the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, that in weakness I am 
ilEong, and am not unwilling to go to God through 
liie fire and jaws t£ death. Blessed be the Lord 
Jesus, that hath given me the victory over sin and 
death, and hath supported me with spiritual joy on 
this good day. O my soul, bless the Lord, that 
death, my good Mend, is come to. guard me out of 
time into- eternity. Bless the Lord, O my soul, in 
this moment; for he is come that I have long looked 
for, and supports me with his everlasting arm.— • 
Come, beloved spirit, come and make haste, and be 
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ttou jyytce a young roe upoD the mountalto of HfSkatM. 
Jjoid Je9us» I come to thee upon the w'mg rf f^itfau 
Lord Jesus, receive me with grace uito the joy of 
injr Lord. Amen." — Then, with a smiliiig ceuote* 
nance, he yiel(fed to the stroke of death. Collect, of 
the Speeches of the Regicide$> 1660, page 100, 189, 
190, &c. &a 

From the above extracts it appears, that Mr. Jv^ 
tice Coke wacf well infonned, and justly said, befone 
he suffered, ^^ Brother Peters, this is our wealing 
day; we know that the bridegipom is come, suid we 
are ready to enter into the marris^. We are bow 
going to thf swls tind^ the idtar ; and omdd oor 
judges, but jkiiow w)M g^ory we shall bfe in hdbtt 
(welye o'clock, they would desire aiid pnqF tabe 
witt^ U9. Their blindnete is my sorrow ; for, 
Fe 9ite gp^, our blood wiU cry, and do ikmm 
hurt, than if vw h^4 lived/' 

This prophecy w$is fulfilled in the reigns of Cfcolw 
II. and James IJ. fts ho^ Dutodon, and the odtet 
authors of the civil and reli^mis wars, saw and en^ 
dured in disgrace and miseiy.. In 1688, the fiaeodi 
of those sacrificed mei| saw their cause judged, their 
blood avenged on them» and an mdpirt to die mgli 
of the Stuarts. They siaw the revdutim under W3I. 
Uam Uh which pqt m end lo ^tar-chamber courts 
and abs(4ute desfiotic monarchy^ They saw the 
protestant religion secured under ib& law of ^b&rlf 
«nd conscience to sdl 8Wt$ and parties, and that pM- 
j^ve obedience and ooa-resistance to widced kingsi 
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WBm fio gospel dfjctrihe. Thus they saw the doc- 
trines of parKameirt established, and the doctrines of 
liie Stuarts b^ished out of England. 

After Mr. Peters was found guilty of treason for 
Ms Eeal and service in the cause of parliament, his 
estate in England was taken away from his wife* 
and his only child named Elizabeth. He therefore, 
In his last legacy to his daughter, advised her, page 
117, •* to gohonae to New- England with her mother, 
wliere she was boim, and where he had an estate of 
eomideraUe w<nth, which Justice Coke said was not 
by lair fmfeited to the crown; and there godliness 
with content woukt make diem conifortable in the 
:«rorkl*" They foHowed his advice, believing New- 
ikiglalld Wduld be beyond the reach of the malice 
mA tyrumy of the court of Chailes IL But herein 
ihqr w«re deceived. The ministers and bishops of 
^t king knew that country had been settled by pu- 
lilMS, who had experienced the severity of the star- 
diatiiber court, and was supplied with many emi- 
grants, who had been in the interest of the parliament 
a[gain^ the court and bishops of Charles I. they could 
IkH content themselves with persecutions and mur- 
ders in England, but extended their vengeance to 
New-England. Commissioners were sent with the 
laoyal power into the New- England colonies, to seize 
on the persons and estates of such persons as were 
iiamed and pointed out in the royal proclamation, 
that the children's teeth might be set on edge, be- 
cau3e tlieir fathers had eaten sour grapes. The 
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Qommissioners were not sosqccessful ifi thecnid dew 
fRgn as their employers in great fury and malice in- 
tended. However, the commissioners failed not to 
do all things in their power, and stigmatized the in- 
habitants of the colonies of New- England with the' 
epithets of puritans, republicans, Sabbatarians, hypo- 
crites, traitors, and regicides ; a character continued 
to them by the royal and episcopal party in England, 
with many other insults, until 1763 ; when they lost 
tlieir power, but not their inclination to persecute 
them. The commissioners could not find the per- 
sons named, nor could they find their property or 
estates. The wisdom and innocence of Cromwell 
had not left the puritans in New-Ei^land a$ they 
had the independents in Old England through the 
treachery of the presbyterians and episcopalianvw 
The puritans believed they had sufiered too much ii& 
the star-chamber court to suffer perSiecution again in 
a new country. They therefore gave an ^^ylurn and 
protection to such people as had obej^ed the acts q& 
parliament from 1641 to 1660, and to their children. ^ 
TWs just and humane policy, aided by the ty-^ 
ranny, plots and assassinations of the party of Charles 
IL populated the colonies of New-England witk 
thousands of the wisest and best people New- En-' 
gland could then boast of. Three of the judges of 
Charles I. lived and died in New-England ;^ and the 
children of such as were banged for acting according- 
to the laws of parliament, have done honour to Anwrica, 
themselves, and their ancestors ; and many hundreds. 
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their non-conformity to the ceremonies of the church 
of England, spent their lives in New-£ngland ac* 
cording to wisdom and piety. The posterity of such 
regicides as Gen. Harrison, Cbl. Scroop, Col. Jphn 
Johes, Colonel Axtel, Col. Hacker, Justice Coke, 
Thomas Scott, Esq. Gregory Clement, Esq. and the 
Rev. Hugh Peters, &c. &c. &c. have not failed to 
disthiguish themselves by learning, morality, hero- 
ism, and piety in the United States of America. 
Elizabeth Peters, on her arrival at Boston, found 
friends who were not afraid or ashamed to own her 
name and her father's worth. They found ways and 
means, out of her father's property to support her 
according to her education, and in due time she was 
suitably married to a gentleman in Newport, Rhode- 
IMaiid, with vrhom she enjoyed her father's last and 
dying wishes. Page 118, Legacy. Her posterity are 
numerous, respectable and pious, and to this day lift 
up their- heads, *^ and call her blessed." Her uncle, 
the Rev. Thomas Peters, A. M. was then the resi- 
dent minister of Saybrook, in Connecticut, and the 
first minister that was settled in that colony, and the 
founder of that college since called Yale University, 
received Elizabeth Peters as his daughter, and treat- 
ed her with the father's blessings. Her uncle, iJVil- 
Bam Peters, Esq. a gentleman of considerable for- 
tune in Boston, received her with joy and gratitude, 
and paid her the attention and love due to her vii:- 
tues and sufferings. By these incidents, the accom- 
pushed and amiable daughter of a beloved and un- 
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^yitiide which was intended for h^r by her fathfi^f 
enemies, Mrs. Peters, her sickly mother, was likiN 
wise received with every token of respect by her 
brother's relatives ^d christian friends, who, wjitt 
the faithfulness and duty of her daughter, kept htcr 
from hearing of the chains of the prisoner, from the 
gnger of the oppressor, and from the crying of, What 
do you lack ? In a good old age, she experienced 
the absence of all evil, and entered into the presence 
of all ^od, where love, wisdom, power, mercy, antf 
grace, combine to make all glorious and i^assfflit 
for ever. 

- Lord Clarendon^ p, S30, says, ^* The assemlsfy of 
idivines summoned bytheloids^nd cii^amoaB^ iiia 
synod fit Westmimter, were avowed enemies to ^ 
doctrines of the church of En^iid^ some.i^ t^m 
infamous in their lives and conversations, and mcM$ 
of them of very mean p^rts in learniog, ifnot of scik^ 
dalous ignorapce^ apd of no pthpr repit^tjiqfi th^<^ 
malice to the church." .^ 

The writer of the above QOMld not m^c uae^of 
conscience in forming of characters* The mosA m^ 
licious observer at that time never did or could name 
6ne only of public infamy, of life and conversationi 
and Dr. Calamy says, " These divines were men c^ 
eminent learning and godliness." Who can believe 
the words of Lord Clarendon, after reading the. nam^ 
i)f Bishop Reynolds, Dr. Twisse, Mr. Gataker, Mr. 
Hugh Peters, Dr. Lightfoot, and one hundred and 
fifteen others of like characters. Let the world judge 
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of the hiieorim by the assembly of divines. Huglk 
Peters was one of the trustees and pillars of the New 
Cambridge Universij^y in Massachusetts, and Tho* 
mas Peters, his brother, was the principal and 
founder of Yale University in Connecticut, which 
shews they were not enemies to learning and godli- 
ness; seeing these two universities have taught the 
arts and sciences with as great precision as Cam- 
bridge and Oxford in England ; and they were con* 
adjutors to their wise and pious brethren, in esta- 
blishing a grammar and an English school in each 
town in New- England, which establishment has been 
kept up to this day to the benefit of morality, learn- 
ing, and godliness in the United States.^ It b thb 
day one hundred and forty-seven years ago, that 

* I have much pleasure in coptemplating the veneradon which 
the puritans have for their elder brethren, now called metkodists, 
and entertsdn for moderators, pastors tuid deacons in Connect!- 
cat, as it afibrds reason to believe a coalition of all protestants ia 
not far off. The learned and pious Dr. Styles, late president of 
Yale College, has left us a record characterising the state of re- 
ckon and science in Connecticut ; a character which I hope will 
never be lost, viz. << The puritan church in the state of Connec- 
ticut is rising to perfection, like a wilderness planted with cedarSf 
myrtle and dl-trees, with six hundred and thirty-six schools 
leading to knowledge and godliness ; while other states follow 
tiidr example, and manifest the same temper of charity and unl« 
versal benevdence.** Hence we may expect to see every sect 
yielding to the civil constitution of each state, and thdr united 
capadty, whose rulers beautifully rank in three orders, like bi- 
^ops, priests and deacons in the primitive church, and whose 
feundatioQ was hdd by God and his Christ. 
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If ugh Peters died according to trie *cn<Wice of a 
court, for tlie crime of obecBence tp Ae con^tiuitiidii 
made by the Lords and commiiQS of England, tvkli- 
out the consent of a king; a constitution deemed 
legal by the people of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
tand, and all the powers of Europe almost twenty 
years. Yet, after that, it was deemed illegal by the 
'presoytferians and episcopalians for twenty-eiglft 
years, when they again changed thek mii^dl^ and 
decreed, that the lords and commons had the divine 
right and power, without any king, to elect and 
crown a foreigner their legal king, and they wiltely 
and justly acted according to their decree ; t6t by 
doing so, they followed the docti*ine and f^^ietice of 
the lords and commons in the ye^ 1648* That 
power which holds a divine right to banish, a kii^ 
must undoubtedly have tHe same divine right to in- 
flict death upon a king. Strange to relate in histoty^ 
that Hugh Peters was found guilty and suffered deaidt 
for high treason, only because he preached and main- 
tained this very glorious revolutionary doctrine. . 

This incident proves, that the independent poe^ » 
who made the following epitaph on Mr. Hugh Peters 
the very day he suffered, 16th Oct. 1660, had a fore- 
sight of the revolution of 1688 and 1715 ; 
Lo here the dictates of a dying man ; 
. Mark well his note ; who^ like th' exiuring sva|b 
^Wisely presagibg her approaching doomy 
Sings in soft charms her epicedium : 
Such) such are his, who was a shining lampy 
Which) though ex&guished by a fiital daxxtpp- 
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Ye^hb last talbathings shaJEt like incense hurlM » 

Oq sacred altars, so perfume the world. 
That the next wHI admire, and out of doubt, 
Revere that torchlight, wUch this age put out.* 

Such people as wish to live long and happy, must 
follow the eleven rules subjoined, which Mr, Hugh 
Peters, made and sent to his daughter Elizabeth, 
from tk^ tower of London, 1660. 

Let thy thoughts be divin«, awful, godlf. 

talk . little^ honest true. 

vork^ profitable, holy, charitable, 

manners grave, courteous, cheerful, 

diet temperate, convenient, frugal, 

apparel sober, neat, comely, 

will ccmfiant, obedient, ready, 

sleqi modevate, quiet, seasonable, 

prayers short, devout, often, fervent, 

recreation lawful, brief, seldom, 

memory of death, punishment, gloiy. 

As the Rev. Hugh Peters left only one daughter, 
and the Rev. Thomas Peters left no child, all of the ^ 
name of Peters in the six states of New-England 
have their descent from William Peters, Esq. who 
bought of the Rev. Mr. Blackstone the whole penin- 
sula on which the city of Boston stands; but he was 
not permitted to hold it by ihose then called the 
new comers. However, he held a share of it, * and 
a share in the township of Andovcr, and in other 
towns. He did much towards the settlement of 
Andover^ in building a meeting-house, and ^ 

* Vide Hymns for Zxm's Mourners. 
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house &>t the minister, the Bev. Mfir/Ffy^ who mar- 
ried one of his daughters, by whom he had a son 
named P^er Fry, a family of i-espectability to thisr 
day, in the state of Massachusetts* WilEam Peters, 
Esq. had six sons and four daughters ; he lived to a 
great age, and died at Andover, much revered and 
beloved for his learning, charities, aiidi»ety. The 
names of his sons were, Jdm, Andrew, Thomas, 
William, Samuel, Josef^; all of whom lived and 
had families* His son WiHiam had six sons and 
two daughters. The names of his sons were, An- 
drew, John, Samuel, William, Joseph, and Bemake* 
William had only one son, named John, who married 
a grand-daughter of General Thomas Harrison, one 
of the judges of Charles I/by whom he had six sons 
and four daughters, all of whom lived and had fami* 
lies. The names of the sons of John Peters, of He- 
bron in Connecticut, were, John, William, Joseph, 
Samuel, Jonathan, and Bemslee, all were married 
and had families. John, the eldest, had sixteen 
children by his wife, a great grand-daughter of Jolm 
Phelps, the secretary of Oliver Cromwell. His eld- 
est son was named John, who died a colonel in the 
service of king George IH. His second, son Absa- 
lom was a general in the American service. Colonel 
John left a widow with six sons and one daughter. 
The eldest, named John, is an ensign in the British 
service in Canada. He married a daughter of Col. 
Rogers, and had a son named John. 

Samuel Peters, the fourth son of John Peters of 
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Hebron, bfMniB a clergymaa in the diurch of En- 
glaod in 1760, and was the first of the name in New- 
England that deviled from the ivlig^cms system of 
his reitowned anoei^rs; ^id for it he was driven 
from his country, property and family, in 1774. He 
married a great grand daughter of the reverend and 
famous Dr. John Owen, vice-chancellor of Oxford 
usoversity^ l^e died, leaving a daughter named 
Hannak Ddoena, now wile to WiHiam Jiarvis, Esq. 
secretary ofthe province of Upper Cana(k, who has 
two sons and four daughters. Her eldert son is 
named Nikik Samuel Peters, by request of the king 
<^ the tribes of Mississaga, adjoining the five great 
lakes in America. The king created him captain, 
and a prince of the royal house of .Mississaga, and 
granted and deeded to him a large tract of land in 
faxs dominions. 

Samuel Peters, after the death of his wife, Hannah 
Owen, married a daughter of CoL Samuel Gilbert, 
ef Hebron, who died childless. He then married 
Mary, daughter of William Birdseye, Esq. rf Strat- 
ford, and by her had one son, named William Bird- 
seye, who was educated at the college of Artois in 
France, at the university of Oxford, and at the Tern- 
pie in Londcm ; and is a barrister at law. He married 
a daughter of Samuel Jarvis, Esq. of Stamford, by 
whom he has two sons, named Samuel Jarvis, and 
William Birdseye, and three daughters, and resides at 
Stratford in the state of Connecticut. The Rev. Sa« 
muel Peters, L. h. P. the father oi WiUiam Butbeye 



^tersy Esq. was driven from New-fitif^^ftid In 1774, 
l^ the pmilaaB^ fiur hblojrsdtj to king Gcoige I^^ 
and lua ^ttachmentto the church of England, which 
were deemed at that time treasonable cru)Ms» Hi 
^ndustd many, revflings dnnng the An^cican wv^ 
and was traduced for departing from the examples 
of Hugh Peters, and the venerable £idiers^and set* 
tiers of New-£ngl«d. Nevertheless, after tha war 
was ended, and thcvindependence of Amerieaiwagsse^ 
^ eured, the episcopafians^ who had settled ther ittte of 
Veidmont,^ wkhthepresfaytsrians, metbodiits, and 

. * Fcrdmoiu^ was aname given to the Graen MountaiDriaOcip 
toberi If 68, by the Rev. Dr. Peters, the first clergyman. who 
paid a visit to the thirty thousand settlers m that country, in the 
presence of Colonel Tapling, Colonel Willes, Colonel Peters, 
Judge Sunuier, Judge Sleeper, Captun Peters, Judge Pete»% 
sod many others, who were proprietors of a large nmaber oC 
ICMmships in that colony. The cef^mony was performed on the 
te^ of a rock, standing on a high mountam, then named Mount 
Pkgah, because it firowded to the company, a clear sight of lake 
Champlain at the west, and ot Connecticut river at the east ; 
and oveflooked all the trees and hiUs in the vast wiUemess at 
the north and the south. 

The bE^ptism was performed in the following manner and 
fiffO), viz. Priest Peters stood on the pinnacle of the rock, where 
ht reedved a botde of spirits from Colonel Taplin ; then ha* 
nnguiAg the company wkh a short history of ~ the infant settle^ 
■aent, and the prospect of its becoming an impregnable barrier 
between the British colonies in the south, and the late colonies of 
tiie French in the north, which might be returned in the next 
century to their late owners, for the sake of governing America 
• by the different powers of Europe, he continued, << We have here 
, saet on the rock £tam> standing on MomitPisgah, which makes 



puntansy utumimottsly elected him their Hsb(^, audi 
itivited fahn to accept the office, and return from £i)> 
^and t» his native ^^ountry. Tlie Doctcn* acknoww 
kdged the obligaticm he laid uiMkr to the churches 
in Vermont for their choosing him to be their bkh<^ 
mad believed it was his duty to accept of &at sacred 
and important office to which they had so unani* 
moody invited him ; sind that he would deliver their 
letters and petition to his grace the Archbishop of 
Cantarbury, who would, no doubt, hear at%d attend 
to the prayer of their petition, as his grace had alrea* 

-part< of ^ the eyerlasUng hill,'' the sjdne of Africa, Asia, and 
America, hoMing together the terrestrial ball, and dividing the 
.Atlantic from the Pacific ocean ; to dedicate and consecrate this 
extenuve wilderness ^ to God manifested in human flesh," and . 
ip giTe it a neiv name worthy of the Athenians and smcient Spar- 
tdns, which new name is Verd-Mont, in tdcen that her moun- 
tains and hills shall be ever green, and shall never die."-— And 
then poured the spirits around him, and cast the bottle on the 
Tock Etam. The ceremony being over, the company descended 
Mount Pisgah, and took refreshment in a log house kept by Cap* 
lain Otley, where >they spent the night with great pleasure. Af* 
ler this, priest Peters passed through most of the settltmentSf 
preaching and baptizing for the space of eight weeks, and bap- 
tized neariy twelve hundred children and adults. 

Since Verdmont became a state in union with the thirteen 
states of America, its general assembly have seen proper « to 
^ange the spelling of Ferd^monij Green Mountain, to that tf 
fipT-mont, Mountain of Maggots. Both words are French ; and if 
the former spelling is to give place to the latter, it wiU pr(yre that 
ihe state had rather be considered a mountain tfwormsibm an 
ever green mountam ! 



m 

iy conseGrated tb»re bishops for t^e states in Aine* 
lica. The Archbiriiq> havii^ considered the peti^ 
tbn <^ the churches of Vermont, Would readily hai« 
complied with it, had not the act of parfian^nt of Ja« 
nuary, 1786, limited the power oi the kii^, and re^ 
stricted the number of bishops to three, to be conscr 
crated and sent into the United States in Neath Amer 
rica, by the hierarchy oi England. This unlooked 
for objection gave no satisfaction to the churches in 
Vermont, because they had petitioned the archbi^ 
shop to convey to their bishop elect, apostolical and 
spiritual power, such as St. Paul gave to Titus : they 
had not petitioned his grace to convey to their bi^q^ 
elect any part of the parliamentary and kingly power 
of Great Britain, which, by the treaty of 1783, and 
by a law of congress, is null and void in the United 
States.* When Doctor Peters proposed to receivf 
consecration by the three English made bishops for 

* An article in the American constitution says, " that if any 
citizen of the United States shall accept of any title, place, or 
office from any foreign king, prince, or state, he shall forfeit and 
lose his right of citizenship of the United States." This ardcle 
IS, or is not, directly against the three chaplains of congress ; 
vho accepted thp title, place, and office of tushops from the par- 
liament, the ting, and archbishop of England. ^ A person only 
tor acting 9» prize-master to a French privateer, was prosecuted 
under this article in America, at Philadelphia.'* But a;i yet no 
prosecution has taken place against the three sa^d bishops. And 
•s the Rev. Dr. Dwight, President of Yak cdlege, has no^ in 
las Catatogue, condescended to |^ve capital kttera to VUbio^ 
Sesbury andSishop Jarvis, as he has done to other dignified 
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the United Sttrtes, the churches of Verdimont consent- 
ed not : " 1. Because these three bishops were limited 
in number and in power by act of a British parlia- 
ment, and held no apostolical and spiritual power out 
t^tht thuteen United States, and that moment they 
went out of the thirteen United States, they ceased 
to be bishops, and became laymen. The three bi- 
shops made for the United States possess locality, 
and not that ubiquity wKjbh is included in Chrisfls 
commission to the apostles, viz, ** Go yt into all thfe 
world/' &c, &c. And 2dly. As the three English 
made bishops for the United States have no parlia- 
mentary power, nor apostolic ^wer, when removed 
out of the thirteen states, they cannot have either par- 
fiamentary or apostolic power in the thirteen states^ 
imless it can be proved^that Christ gave his spirit by 
measure. 3dly. As Verdmont is not within the thir- 
teen states, and never was, nor can be, but was re- 
ceived as the fourteenth state by the thirteen states, 
the three English made bii^ops forthe thirteen states 
fadd no kind of power as bishops in the ^state of 
Verdmont, ncnr in Canada, nor in Kentucky, nor in 
Tennessee, nor in the Western Territoiy, nor in any 

meO) it is presumed that lutmnary amcmgst poets and fite- 
rati has most sdemnly decreed, by virtue of the institutes of 
Calvin, that Bishop Seabury and JBishop Jarvis are no more hi- 
b1k>ps, cardinals, or popes, than himself* . If the wisdom of Dr» 
Dwight is in&Ilible,* like his predecessor in the supralapsarian 
flf stem) we may be assured, that the college of bbhops in Ame» 
xka 8re his inferiors, and gained nothing by an English iwtre. 

N 
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part of the globe, except in the thirteen states: 
therefore, it would be trifling with Christ's commis- 
sion to his apostles, to have our bishop elect ccmse- 
crated by the three pretended bishops of the thirteea 
states, who are subjected to a limitation by a Britisli 
act of parliament, which authorised the king to au- 
thorise the archbishop, with two of his suffragan bi- 
shops, to consecrate three and only three men to be 
bishops in the thirteen states in America, and only 
to execute their ofBce in the thirteen states* 

" The churches of Verdmont arc not informed, who 
authorised the parliament of Great Britain^ to au- 
thorise the archbishop, &c. &c. It appears, by act 
of Henry VIII. Edward VI. and queen Elizabeth, 
that the parliament had no kind of ecclesiastical and 
spiritual power. For Statute 36, Henry Vllh di. 1, 
says, ^' All authority and jurisdiction spiritual and 
temporal, is derived and deducted from the king's 
majesty as the supreme head of the church and realm 
of England, and is so acknowledged by the dergy 
thereof." Again, " Whenever the lords archbi- 
shops, and other ecclesiastical persons in England^ 
shall assert that their jurisdiction and authority is not 
received from the king, and only from the king, they 
shall suffei" the penalty of a premunire." These sta- 
tutes have not been repeated : of course the parliar 
ment in 1786 had neither right, law, nor power, in ec- 
clesiastical matters, in England or America. 

^' We have already seen, that the divine and aposto- 
lic college of ^Hree bishops, inade inEi^landfordie 



thirteen states in America^ cannot authorise a pres^ 
byter with divine or parliamentary power to preach 
the gospel, or baptize in Canada. They ordained 
John Cozen Ogden to be a presbyter in the church 
episcopal, and he had a call and went to Canada to 
officiate there as a presbyter; but Dr. Mountain, the 
protestant bishop of Canada, forbade him, until he 
should be ordained a presbyter by his lordship, ac- 
cording to the church of England. Mr. Ogden was 
astonished at the event, as he saw presbyterian and 
lutheran ministers, and popish presbyters, were al- 
lowed by Dr. Mountain to preach and baptize in Ca- 
nada, without being ordained by his lordship. Hence 
it is evident, that Dr. Mountain knows and believes 
that a presbyter ordained by the three bishops made 
in England for the thirteen states, has less apostolical, 
divine and parliamentary right and authority to 
preach and baptize, in Canada, than presbyters or- 
dained by presbjrters in Germany, Holland, Geneva, 
and New-England. 

** Under these circumstances, the churches of Verd- 
mont can only propose to their bishop elect to return 
to his native country, and receive a consecration by 
the moderator of the synod of all the presbyters and 
deacons in the several associations belonging to the 
state of Verdmont, in the presence of the governor, 
council, and representatives thereof. Which propo- 
sal being founded on die examjde and conduct of the 
churches of Denmark, Sweden^ and other protestants 



100 

in Europe, t|ic bishqp elect of Vca^nront will have 
the goodness to consider of and adopt. 

" In behalf of the church of Verdmont, 

** Jolm A. Graham/' 

The bi^op elect of Verdmont took the foregoing 
proposal into consideration, and rctunied a short an- 
svfer, in substance as follows : 

" Your bishop elect believes in and loves primitive 
ffpiscqpacy, and perfectly disapproves of ail hierar-i 
chies, both catholic and protestant. Had the conces* 
sions of Charles I. to his parliament, which reduced 
the hierarchy of the church of England to die apos- 
tolical episcopacy, been sooner made, according to 
the prayers of thajt extraordinary man of piety, Hugh 
Peters, the parliament would have been led to con^ 
troul the army, to protect the king against their vio- 
lence, and to restore peace and harmony among^ 
the parties in church and state. The consequences 
were too horrible for human memory ! 

" The arguments of your churches against having 
your bishop elect consecrated by the three En^ish 
made bish(^ for the thirteen states are not to be re- 
sisted, if they are local bishops, and want that ubi« 
quity each, aposde received by the commission of 
Christ, viz. " Go you into all the world, and preach 
and baptize." The systems of the lutherans and 
protestants in general through all Europe, accord 
with the primitive system of episcopacy, consbting 
of bishop, priest, and deacon, the adopted system of 
the puritan settlers rf New- England. The kings of 



K>1 

Sweden, Denmark, and England, to unite church 
and state under one political head, adopted the hie- 
rarchy of Rome, which placed episcopacy under a 
hierarchy of kings, lord archbishops, and lord bi- 
idiops, characters not known in holy scripture. These 
three last dignities were deemed by Luther and other 
protestants, to be, ** the spiritual wickedness in high 
places." This openi;d the door to schisms in the 
protestant churches, to the benefit of Rome and 
deism. Episcopacy was soon in disgrace, and buried 
under the high sounding word Herat chy. Hence 
inany believe episcopacy was in fashion among the 
apostles, but the holy government of Christ's church, 
now rests in popes, cardinals, archbishops, kings; and 
lord bishops, which constitute the hierarchy. 

** History inf(»rms, that the Roman hierarchy was so 
intolerable in the seventh century, that the Saracens 
and gentiles waged war against it, and drove Chris- 
tianity out of Asia and Africa ; and the Greeks in the 
liihth century, rejected the hierarchy, and contented 
themselves with the apostolic episcopacy. Denmark, 
reformed under Luther, banished the Roman hierar- 
chy, because it was an enemy to the episcopacy of 
Jesus Christ. Yet, on August 26th, 1537, Christian 
ni. ordered, by his royal edict, John Bugenhagius, 
a reform^ from the hierarchy of Rome, and only a 
presbyter, to consecrate seven surveillans, or mode- 
rators, or bishops, who were enabled thereby to con- 
fer holy orders on elders and deacons. This conse- 
cration was performed in the cathedral ef Hofnia, 
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and the king and senate concurred with the presbyv 
ten And in like manner, Frederick IIL of Denmaik 
in 1650, named one of the surveillans to be archbi^ 
shop, and ordered one of the surveillans to consecrate 
him: then, by a public edict, subjected the seven 
surveillans to the arch-surveillan. The kings of 
Sweden and England acted in like manner. 

" Those kings acted on the supposition, that as they 
were sovereigns, they as such possessed all ecclesi^ 
astical and spiritual power, as well as civil power. 
The §tate of Verdmont is exactly as sovereign as 
Denmark, Sweden, and England, and of course can, 
with the same propriety, act as they did. Yctsuqh 
9tep3 would not accord with the system of other pro- 
testants in Europe and America, who translate St* 
Paul's words in the 7th chapter of the epistle to the 
Hebrews, 7th verse, " Without all contradiction^ the 
less is blessed of the greater." Whereas, Henry 
Vm. and James I. ordered the text to be translated, 
" Without all contradiction, the less is blessed of the 
better.^^ Henry VII. and James I. willingly allowed 
Melchizedec, a priest of God, to be a better man 
than king Abraham, but not a greater man. 

" Your bishop elect finds in Samuel, ch. 8, ver. 22, 
that theocracy was given to the people, who were 
empowered thereby to elect to themselves a king, 
and Samuel the priest was authorised to anoint their 
king. It is beyond all contradiction, that the lu- 
therans, the generality of protestants in Europe, and 
the learned and pious puritans who settled New-En* 
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gland, taught and believed, that an election of a mam 
by the people, to be their minister, was the g^and 
css^itial, and his ordination was but an external cir- 
cumstance, a mere ceremony to put him in posses- 
sion of the office he had by his election. 

" St. Paul said, " he would not eat meat, if thereby 
he should offend a brother." Your bishop elect is 
of the same disposition, and will not be wanting, in 
this age of great uncertainty touching what is called 
the lineal succession, to perfect the divine labour of 
love and harmony, begun and going on among the 
churches of Verdmont. A coalition among puritans, 
presbyterians, anabaptists, methodists, episcopalians, 
and all prdtestant denominations, ought to take place, 
as it will produce that temper of universal charity 
fimd benevolence, which constitutes Christocraty. It 
is a possible thing to happen in the United State?, 
where the hierarchies and civil establishments hold 
no place ; and where all sects and parties agree in 
piety and godliness, and disagree only in religion; a 
tivil word, meaning only the form, ceremonies, and 
rites made binding by a civil establishment and a 
^tar-chamber court. The science, zeal, and can- 
dour of the churches in Verdmont direct your bbhop 
elect to anticipate love, peace, and harmony, attend- 
ed with rites, ceremonies, and opinions innocently 
different ; and should he live to see his native country 
thus united, his moderation and brotherly love shall 
prevent future divisions, and all animosities in the 
ohurdheS) and all discord and anarchy in the state* 
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It is enough for christians to have the same faiths ^e 
same hope, the samd love : they all have some im- 
perfections, and demand mutual prayers. Let every 
one put on charity ; then the spirit of divine fcatr vi^iU 
rest on Pathrps, £lam, and Hamath, and the children 
of Ammon shall obey the ensign set up for the na- 
tions. ** Have salt within yourselves, and peace 
with one another" — is the prayer of your 

" Samuel Peters/' 

The reply to this letter seems worth a place in the 
temple of memory : viz. 

" The archbishops of England in 1784, refused 
consecration to Dr. Seabur)^ bishop elect of the 
churches in the state of Connecticut, because their 
divine, apostolical and royal authority could not be 
made use of in foreign countries, until an act of the 
British parliament should be enacted to extend their 
apostolical authority to foreign countries. Dr. Sea- 
bury, therefore, was consecrated by the bishops in 
Scotland, whose apostolical authority depended not, 
on acts of the British parliament. In 1786, the arch-* 
bishops, by virtue of an act of parliament, were em-, 
powered to extend their divine and episcopal power 
into a foreign country. This parliamentary autho- 
rity of bishops is not known in law, nor in the gos- 
pel. Seeing the archbishops held np power in 1784 
to make bishops for foreign countries, their, power 
was not increased by the act of parliament^in January 
1786. It is without all contradiction they have not, 
and never had, any power in a foreign country. Con- 
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sequently, the diree men called a coUege of bishops 
in the dihteen United States, are as perfectly desti- 
tute of apostolical power, as they are of legal power; 
and it seems to be the duty of every citizen in Ame- 
rica, to take the oath of abjuration against them and 
their power or claim, as the good subjects of En- 
gland do, against the power and claim of the pope 
of Rome. 

The archbishops of England no doubt understood 
that the commission Christ gave to each of his twelve 
apostles extended'beyond Pafestine given to the Jew- 
ish nation. Those apostles were authorized to go 
and preach to and baptize all nations iii Asia, Africa, 
and Europe* At the same time Christ told them^ 
^* I have other sheep which are not of this fold-^— 
these I will gather in,'' &c. &c. That is, the people 
in America, whom he wiU gather in at his pwn time^ 
'which proves, that Christ never sent any of his twelve 
dpostles into America, but left the cotintrjr under the 
theocracy, which had made the old world happy, 
rfrom Adam jo Samuel the prophet. 

Well might the ait^hbbhops say to Dr. Seabury, 
" We have no authority to send bishops into America, 
until we shall be endowed with that authority by ah 
act of the British parliament." And with greater pro- 
priety they couM have said to Dr: Scabury, " UntU 
we shaU be endowed with power from on high ;" 
that is, from God and his Christ. 

Seeing that the twelve apostles had no jurisdic- 
4on or mission in America, beyond all contradiction^ 
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their suce^ssDiPS hare none ; and the peo{dQ df Aioe^ 
rica possess and ctqoy theocracy by the meity and 
^tftof God. . . 

The people df Jewry chose Saul to be tfaeir kiagi 
hy virtue of the theocratcy which God Kad yielded ttj 
diem, and Samuel their priest anointed bim. Thd 
people of Verdmont^ in lik^ manner, have ctiOBett 
Samuel Peters to be their bishop, and the istoderator 
of their churches is ready to anoint him, and beyond 
all contradiction his authority wiU hejurd divma.*f 
In behalf of the conventiociv 
** Johin A. Graham.'* 

♦ Th0 ki^gt of lh« Jews consecrated their high-priest»; and 
Jerobcmm, king of Samaria, consecrated his high-priest, and gave 
liis reason for doing so, viz. ^ If this people go up to do sacrffice 
Iq the house of the Lord at Jerusalem^ then shall the heart of 
thb people tiim agab uiU^tMr iasdy even wsiotl^^Mbosmx king 
df ludah ; aN thcgr shall kitt n»6» and gp a^iua to Rehi^xiaiiif 
king of Jqda&*" 1 Bangs xii. 37. Had General Washingtont 
in 1786, thought of the above reason of Jeroboam, he would not 
have sent his three chaplains to be consecrated h!gh priests direr 
America by the king e£ £n|^^d« Nov woidti^hift eaicelleiic|f» 
John Adams, then amfaisi^idor fpom congvess at the CMMUt of 
liondo% 4B)d a bitter enemf to episcopacy, have exerted himself 
so much |ks he did in favour of a college of bishops in Americai 
but for the purpose of making divisions among the episcapalians 
in the United States, by forming a war between bishop Seaburf 
in Connecticut, who had been consecrated bf bisbeps m Scotiand, 
and the three bbhop^ consecrated in South Britain^ by virtuis of 
an act of parliament. Fortuaately, Mr. Adamses favourite text, 
<( (Uvide et impera^" did not prosper in the oecumenical council 
of the bishops, presbyters, and delegates of the American epis- 
copal church, so much as hisr history of the modes diSercmt ii 
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Soon after this letter reached Dr. Peters, he ws» 
seized with a paralysis on the vesica, which prevent- - 
ed his joining the united churches in Verdmont. 

ciiil governments. A history, which in decency should not 
have been published by John Adams, Esq. as in it he declares 
the British system of government to be the best in the world ; 
and this too after he had been a great stickler in a war of ten 
years, to destroy what he now calls the best system of govern- 
ment in the world. Of what is this best system composed ? We 
all know it b composed of a hereditary king, a hereditary 
bouse, of lords, a royal house of lord bishops, and a house oF 
representatives, elected once in seven years, out of the sons of 
the hereditary lords, and the royal lord bishops ; leaving to the 
swinish multitude the liberty of obeying the laws made by their 
divine and hereditary rulers, or the right of being hanged lor 
not obeying. According to Mr. Adams, we ought to give -up 
the constitution of the United States of America, and turn agaiQ 
to Rehoboam ! 



7 z tr I s; 



1 



APPENDIX. 



1 HE preceding history of the Rev. Hugh Peters 
being finished, according to the plan on which it was 
begun, I have been desired by many of his relatives 
to lay before the public, in an appendix, a summary 
account of William Peters, Esq. of Boston, in New- 
England, A. D. 1634, and of his children and de- 
scendants to the present period. 

To comply with their wishes, I here lay before the 
public a genealogical account of th^ said William 
Peters, his predecessors and successors, as far as I 
am able to say is correct. Another reason which in- 
duces me to make this statement, is the c^portuni^ 
it will give me of relating some matters which may 
deserve the attention of christians, Jews and deists. 
But whether I am right in my conjectures or not, 
this I am sure of, that no chimera of vanity is the 
motive of my thus committing my ideas to the 
press. 

William, Thomas and Hugh Peters were brothers^ 
and sons of William Peters, of Fowy, in Comwally 
South Britain, who was son of Sir John Peters, of 
Exeter, in Devonshire, whose grandson was created 
lord Peters and baron of Writtle, in 1603, by James 
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1. Sir John Peters, of Exeter, was bom in 1509* 
His a)icestor was of an ancient family of Normandy 
in France, and went an oflScer in the army of king 
William, who conquered England, A. D. 1066 ; and 
the family has enjoyed its share of royal favours ever 
since. Ten barons have succeeded from Sir John 
Peters : their names in the herald's office in London, 
are, John — William — Robert — William — John — 
Thomias^— Robert— Robert James — Robert EdwanA 
—Robert. Their coat of arms was granted by king 
William I. with this motto, viz, " sans dieu rien.^ 
This proves the origin of the Rev. Hugh Peters, and. 
also ^oves Lord Clarendon aod his party to have 
l^een guilty of an aberration from the truth by under^ 
valuing the parentage and antiquity pf the Rev. Hugh 
Peters ; therefore, ts he and his party have writteit 
and pub}i$hed m^ny ma^g^ant lies for truths, durii^ 
the space of one hundred and forty-seven years, their 
i-eports ought to lie under the contempt of all Jews, 
i^iristians and Turks, henceforth and for ev^r. 

William, Thomas, and Hugh Pctprs, being purL- 
tjins, migrated to New- England, A.D. X634, to avoid 
a^ star-chamber court, or protestant inquisition of 
Eng^ndt The Rev. Thomas Peters settled at Say-. 
l^rooV in Connecticut, in 1634, and was the first cter«. 
' gyman and Englishman that arrived in that colony*: 
He was a modest, benevolent, and scientific man : 
He founded an academy at Saybrook, which bore 
his name, until the academy became )a university 
|)amed Yale college, in ccxisequcnce of a lai^ bene- 
faction by Mr. Yale^ gov^nor of a British calonj, « 
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>eabti8 ffmtSLUy and a native of Wales. The coi: 
league and sijccessor ia the ministry with Thdmaa 
PetiCTs, was t le Rev. and pious^ Mr. Buckingham, 
a native of WestEooreland ip England, whp left that 
^^^^^sountry for the wilds of America^ on account of reli- 
gion and the persecutions which followed the resto- 
ration. Many learned men have .descended fronj 
' him, who have distinguished themselves by piety, 
and talents 19 the pulpk and the bar. They are to be 
found in the various states in the union* The head 
l^anch of the family is the honourable Jedediah Par- 
lier Buckingham, A. M. one of the judges in the 
State of Vermont, whose general knowledge in the 
belles-letters will^ no doubt^ give him a seat in Con- 
gress, through the wisdom and prudence of the elec? 
tors of that scientific state* 

, William jPeters, Esq. arrived at Boston in 1634, 
and had six sons and four daughters, all of whom 
were married and had famrlies. 

One daughter married the Rev. Mr. Fryj'^of Ando- 
vi?r, thirty miles N. E. from Boston., Colonel Peters 
Fry, of Salem, is one of her descendants, whosp 
dau^ter is now wife of Admiral Lewis, in the Bri- 
tish naivy. The second daughter married Colonel 
John Chandler, of Andover, one of whose descend- 
apts was the Rev. Thomas Bradbury Chandler, D. D." 
rector of an episcopal church in Elizabeth-town^ 
Ijfew* Jersey, a pious and literary character of the 
first rate in America. He had a son, captain in the 
jjSritish service, who died in London childless. The 
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Doctor left several daughters, one of whom b Vn% 
of the Rev. Dn Hobart, an episcopal clergyman in 
the city of New- York, who is an author and preach- 
er of high fame. He is a descendant from a youngier 
brother of the earl of Buckinghamshire, in England. 
Two other daughters married, but I cannot say to 
whonu 

The names of the sons of William Peters, Esq. of 
1634, were, John, Andrew, Thomas, WiUiam, Sa- 
muel, Joseph* 

I shall now trace the genealogy of William, the 
fourth son of William, of 1634, who had six sons, 
viz. Bemslee, Samuel, John, William, Andrew, and 
Joseph, and two daughters, to be accounted for by 
their respective descendants ; and I hope they will 
send their accounts to John Thomson Peters, Esq, erf 
Hebron, in Connecticut, to be printed and added to 
dxis appendix. 

William, grandson of WiUiam Peters, of 1634, 
married Mary Russel, and by her had one son named 
John ; and when eleven days old, his father, a captaiii 
of a troop of horse, was killed in battle at Andover, 
by the Indians and French, in October, 1696, John 
was educated in Boston, where he married Mary, 
grand-daughter of General Thomas Harrison, who 
was murdered by General Monk and Charles II. in 
1660, for being one of the judges of Charles I. 

In 1717, John Peters moved from Boston, and 
settled at Hebron in Connecticut on a patent of land, 
and there had by Mary his wife six sons and four 
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daughters, who married and had families; of whom 
I shall now give a detail, with the number of their 
children and grand-children, so far as I know* I 
shall first mention the daughters, and then begin with 
the youngest son. 

1. Mary, married to Thomas Carrier, a planter, 
had two sons, viz. Thomas and Isaac, and four 
daughters. Hannah married Samuel Hmit, a plaster 
in the state of New- York. All were married and 
had children and grand-children. I have not their 
aUmber or names. 

2. Margaret, married to John Mann, a pla]:^er^ 
had five daughters and four sons, all married, and 
have thirty-six children, and many grand-children. 
John, the eldest son of Margaret, married Miss For* 
ter ; he is a major in the American service, and a re« * 
pfesentative in the assembly of New-Hampshire. 
Elijah, the second son, is a planter, and married Miss 
Perkins, and had five children ; after her death, £li. 

jah married Miss . Andrew, the third son 

of Margaret, is a captain in the American service ; 
he married Miss Phelps. Nathaniel Mann,. A. M.' 
married Dolly Owen, and had two daughters : he 
was a surgeon and physician, and possessed exten- 
sive abilities, and died in the state of Georgia* 

3. Hiebe^ married to Moses Cass, a planter, had 
two sons named Moses and Aaron, and four daugh-s 
ters ; aU were married and had children. Mary mar- 
ried to Samuel Hatch, a gentleman of Kent in the 
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state of Connecticut, and had seven; cUildreni lilLo^ 
whom were married and had children. 

^. Mercy, married to Timothy BudU aimajorilfc 
the servipe of king George UL He died:ln GaBada^ 
leaving his widow with five daughters, all mairiodi 
and one soncnamed William, a represents^tivi^ in the 
assembly of U{^ep Canada. He has, childixaii amis 
grand-Qhildren* 

The youngest son of John Fetecs^. o£ Bdbron^ ini 
Coohecticut, A. D. 1717, wasjoai^ed Bemslfie* He. 
was a captain in the service of king George UI^ Ife« 
t^arried^' Anpis, daughter ofl Dr* Samuel Shipmaii^ 
l^ D, of Hebron,^ and had by her three daughtecai 
aad two sobs. Clarinda married. Thomas Welles, ai 
planter^ andj had one son, named Andrew. Annisi 
married'Nalhaniel Phelps, a planter, andihadithi'eej 
d^ftdiren* Mary Martha is yet a maiden. Bemslee,, 
the second son of Captain BciQslee^ married; Fhebci 
Mami, s^d by her had' two sons, viz* Bbmslee andb 
SamQ^L On the death of Phebe, he married Miss, 
' 4 ^ ^ , and^by her has children. He ri^ides ab 

BaUstown, near Albany, in the state of.New-Yorfc*, 
John Samuel Peters, M. D. finst son of Captain Bern*. 
slee, is a physician and surgeon of high, character 
amongst the faculty in the state of Connecticut, asr 
was his grandfather Dr. Shipman. He i^ repres^i- 
tative from Hebron to the general assembly of Con* 
necticutj and a socius of the medical society of that 
state^ but is- not married. 

Jonathan, son of John and Mary Peters,, of Hebron, 
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in a717» mmmOd Abtgaul, daul^ter of Ibhn Tbdili* 
eon, £sq. of Hebi^/and by her had four skms, m* 

' John Thomson Peteris, A. M. barristek- Ht law^ saaM 
r^l^esentative to the general assembly of Gotineeti* 
Gii$, from Hebron. He married Elizabeth Caulkins, 
t)f the city of Norwich; he 'has three ^onsandtwd 
daugluers. 

Jonathsan Petei^ is a jplanter : Ite married Misi 
Caroline Cane, and by her has diree sons and two 
dsraghters. 

Samuel Andrew Peters, A. M. baflrisjter ^f law, 
and representative from Colchester to the genial ds^ 
sembly of Connecticut, married Miss Wil^y, of Col. 
Chester and by her had two isons, nam^ Jolfo Thom^i 
son and Samuel Andrew. 

^ John Hugh Peters, A. M. and bairisfter of la# it 
Chatham in Connecticut, is not mdrri^. 

These four sons of Jonathan Peters pds^ess shining 
tjaknts, as did Aeir father, who lost tiis life in 1777^ 
in defence of king George III. The fieneti^tibn and 
^ility of these four brothers has been imputed to the 
Otis blood in the veins of tlieir ihother, a near reki* 
tioo of ludge (Xis, of Boston, whose son was the 
finest brilliant inlaw and eloquence ever known i4 
Massachusetts during the 4ast centuiy . That lawyer, 
by the nervosity of his rhetoric, in 1674, kinged sadk 
a fire in New-England against the government of 
Great Britam, that all the waters in the Atlantic havc^ 
not quenched it, and perhaps never will. 

Samuel Peters, L^ in D. son of John and M^ 
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Betds, of Hebron, A. D. 1717, a daffmaa of liie 
church of. £^land» was rector <^ the churches' in 
fiebroD and Hartford, in Coimecticul, until. 17!74, 
when he went to £ngland to shun the turbulence and 
madness of those times. He is reputed to have the 
feculties of his uncle Hugh, thb zeal and courage of 
his grand parent, General Thomas Harrismi, mixed 
with the benevolence that characterised his great 
grand parent, William Peters, Esq. of 1634. 

The various colours which sum up thtf life of Dr» 
Samuel A. Peters, prove his fortitude, and shew 
what man can do and suflfer in passing through time 
to a better world. He has passed the pharos of Mes* 
sina, and touched not Scylla nor Charybdis. In 
1758, he went to Europe, and in 1760 returned to 
Hebron, in Connecticut^ where he married Hannah 
Owen, an only child of Silas, grandson of the pious 
and learned Dr. lohn Owen, vice-chancellor of the 
university of Oxford, and by her had a daughter 
named Hannah Deloena; who, after an educatk>n in 
England, France, and Germany, became wi^ to 
Colonel Wilham Jarvis, secretary of his majesty's 
colony of Upper Canada, and nephew of AtHraham 
. Jarvis, D. D. bishop in Connecticut. 

Hannah Deloena has four daughters, viz. Maria, 
Augusta, Hapnah, and Elizabeth ; and two sons, 
viz. William Monson, and Nikik Samuel Peters. 

This last son, when ver}' young; so pleased the 
emperor of the Mississaga tribes. When on a visit to 
Colonel Jarvis, that his majesty adopted him to be 
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Ms son, bf the name of MTri^, thai is^ a young bea- 
ver. The emperor then created him captam in hid 
royal guards, and made him prince of the royal house 
of Mississaga, commanding the five grand lakes. . 
The emperor then ordered Colonel Joseph Brandt to 
write a deed of a large tract of land in his dothinions, 
which he signed, sealed, and delivered before a ma- 
gistrate, and the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Addison, with a 
view to enable the young prince to live according to 
liis exaltation. 

Dr. Peters, on the death of Hannah Owen, five 
years afterwards married Abigail, daughter of CoL 
Samuel Gilbert, of Hebron, who soon after died 
without issue. 

Five years after, the Doctor married Mary, only 
daughter of William Birdseye, Esq. of Stratford in 
Connecticut, by whom he had one son, named Wil- 
liam Birdseye. Eight days after his birth his mother 
died; and the ^same year, 1774, his lather went to 
London. His son was put under the tuition of the 
Rev. Richard Mansfield, D. D. rector of the episco- 
pal diurch in Darby, and of the Rev. Mr. Stebbins, 
rector of the puritan church in Stratford, until he was 
fourteen years of age. He then went to the care of 
his fiither, then preacher at the temple for Dr. Thur- 
low, master, and bishop of Rochester, and remained 
with him one year, to prepare for the college of Ar- 
tois in France, where he abode two years, and then 
returned to England, and was matriculated into Tri- 
nity cdiege, in Osic^^ and remained four years un- 
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der die tuition of Dv.EUtnmflk* Vfmn ihc u mycraii ^ 
be entered the temjSle^in LcHidon, and afteribur years 
became a barrister ofjaw, and a special |rieader. iic 
then 'went to Upper Canada, subsecrctaiy of *thia: 
province, and adtdd as an attorney in York. He d£eh 
paid a visit to Connedticut, his fidlive place, whone 
he met wkh^virtuijus dndwelledacated yornigOady, 
Patty Marvin, eldest i^u^hter of Sslmuel Jorvis, dBst{«. 
of Stamford, a relative of Admiral Jarvis, of the fiiS* 
tish navy, and married her ; by whom he has -three 
.daughters, named Albertina, Elizabeth, and Stilly- 
Hannah. This induceclhim to leave Upper Canada, 
and settle at Stratford in Connedticut, Where hefc^ 
sides amongst his numerous relations, on his msdter- 
ual estate, a most delightful situation, with the ^tk at 
the south, the river Hoosoo^onock at the eastj and 
the harbour of Bridi^port 'at the w^est. 

The ancestorof William Birdsey^e, Esq. of IStrat- 
ford, being ra puritan in England, in 1696,'reaiddd fft 
Reading, in Beid^sbire* He emigraled tO New^Ha^' 
yen, with two sons* Qne settled at MMdletOii^ <fk 
Connecticut river, the<nh6r «t Slsralford: bqdk h^ 
^me Tuling elders, and eminent m ^ pimtivi 
qhurch; for both were richundpioas-^twins whicb 
seldom travel together in modem times, Nevertber 
less, Nathan Birdseye, A. M. of Stratford, formeijly 
a minister ift New-Haven, and now lune^-twoyeim 
of age, is bodi rich and pious; and iff his fpt^ scir 
ence, , energetic lectures, and good exam^e^ km 
taught his dnHdren the way to the WorM of to^e ai^ 
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few 3rjeai%im>m, he will! meet^ with bis venerable prc« 
^eeessoc^ a deacon in Stratford cburoh, and Jive m^ 
tbe eveda&ting sfHrit& of just mea made pei^ctv 
where siglts ^nd. sorrows,are^not known, and whero 
^; age is^ a strange. 

Joseph* Peters, a physiciaoy son of John Peters, ot^ 
Hebron, in 1717, married Deborah Burchard^ and 
\)f her luid tMxo sonsnanied^Samuel and Joseph, and 
three daughters. Phebe married George Gates, and-* 
had five children. Susannah m£ii;ried Hopkins West, 
and had five children. Deborah died a maiden. 

Samuel Peters married Huldah Youngs, and had* 
three children. Joseph Peters married Sarah, daugh- 
ter of Edmund Welles, Esq. of- Hebron,, and by hep 
had two sons and two daughters. Joseph j a planter, 
James, a merchant, and Mary,* are not married : but 
Sarah is wife of Matthew Gibbs, and has five chil- 
dren; They live at Cambridge in the state of New- 
York. 

William Peters, son of John Peta-8,*6f Hebron, 
A. D. 171:7, aplanter, married Ruth Capel, and by 
hen had.one dau^ter, viz. Mary, wife of Philip Judd^ 
who. had; four childl*en^ and; two sons. William, 
married: Deborah Strong, and had eight children^ 
Joseph mamckli Dolly Owen, and had twelve chiU 
dren. Ruth died, and William married Miss Mo- 
r^u, and by her had^ one son named Andrew, and 
fcmr< daughters, n^medRuth, Lydia, Rachel, Mar- 
puct : all.^e married, and have children. 
John Peters, first son of John and Mary Peters, of 
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a colonel in the service of America : he married L^«- 
4ia9 daughter of Joeeph Phelps, Esq. of Het^roo^ 
grandson of John Phelps, secretary to Oliver Crom* 
well, lord protector of England, and by her had se- 
ven daughters and six sons. Here follow the names 
of his daughters according to the^r births, and to 
whom married. 

Lydia, married to Benjamin Baldwin, Esq, secre- 
tary of the state of Vermont, had nine children, all 
of whom are married, and have children. 
* Mary, married Joseph Horsford, Esq. of Thetford, 
in the state of Vermont, had eleven children, all mar- 
ried and have children. 

Susannah, married John House, a colonel in the 
American service, had eight children, all married and 
have children. - 

Phebe, married Dr. David Sutton, M. D. of He- : 
bron, an excellent physician and surgeon — left no 
chiMren. 

Mai^aret^ married Zenas Cass, a planter, had se*- 
ven children, all married and have children. 

Mercy, married Ruel Beebee, a planter of Cam- 
bridge, in the state of New- York,' had one daughter 
named Lydia, one son named Jdm E« who is a bar- 
rister of law, and one named Samuel Peters. Nei- 
ther of the three are married. 

Popelia Sarah> married Ira Parmerly, Esq, of* 
Cambridge, in the state. of New- York, and has cMily^H 
ode daughter, named Susannah Popelia, twelve years 
old, in A. D. 1806. 
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T^^ iffe ffit SI* sons of cdcttief John #^ifef^ 
hath at Hcfbforr, If 18; I bfcghi i*r!th the yoirngeit. 
WaifeimitiaittedLydist Phelps, had thi-ee children, 

Joseph- I^eljjs PeterS tiianied Lydlk Uay, had 
two childf cfn ; he is a physician and surgeon, famous 
fht bis skill in curing the bilious cholic and for set* 

Andrew Peters married Sarah l^aift, had ten di& 
df ert ; three of them ^e nanied £leai5fer, David and 
Andrew. 

Samtiel Peters, a caEptain in the American servicer, 
married Hannah, daughter of captain Asaph Trunfc 
baR, of Hebron, a representative in the general as* 
sembly of Connecticut, affd brpther to the reverend 
Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. rector of the congrega^ 
ffonai church in North-haven, an eloquent preacher, 
a profound scholar, and a useful and candid historian; 
Imt as yet they have no children. 

Absalom Peters, A. M. a general in the Americatt 
service, a representative in the as^mbly of NeW- 
iftampshire ; he married ^iary Hodgers, a descendant' 
rf the Tamotas and piOus martyr John Rodgers, bf 
whom he has five sons named John, George, James^ 
Wiffiam and Absalom ; and five daughteris, nanied 
l^iioebe, Lydia, Maty and Sarah ; they are marriedf 
mtd have cfaadfen. 

Jdftft Peters, A. M. bom 1740, the first ton Of co- 
lonel John, bom in 1718, was a colonel m the British 
*rtf5de i hi married Ann Bamett ; by her had one 
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4ws^ter, named Ann, and shx son, joamed I^^ 
Andrew B. Samuel, Hemy, Joseph. and Edmund 
Fanning. Colonel John died in Lond<m, 1793, }e^v« 
ing hia widow and clnldren at .Cape Breton. 

Andrew Bamett settled at Bradford, in t^e stat^ 
of Vermont, is a representative in the general toj- 
sembly, and acts as a magistrate ; he x^arried a 
|;rand-daughter of the reverend John Bliss, A. M. 
TCctorof Hebron, and of literary fame. He quitted 
the puritan church and founded the church of Engr- 
land iji Hebron, A. D. 1737, and by her has sons 
and daughters. 

Samuel married Miss Grant, has sons and da\^h- 
ters ; is comptroller of the customs at Sidney, Cape 
Breton. 

. Edmund Fanning resides at Boston. Henry is 
captain of a ship ; both are married. 

John, the eldest son of colonel John who died ia 
ljOpdon,,'is an ensign in the British service ; he re* 
sides in Upper Canada, where he m;»Tied a daugh- 
ter of colonel Rogers, and by her has anumbex oC 
sons and daughters ; his first bom is named John — 
further I am not infcnrmed. 

From the foregoing account of the children <tf 
John and Mary P^tef^, of Hebron, since 1717t 
which makes ninety years, it appears that 250 per^. 
sons have descended from them/ and was I poss^^d 
<^ the number of their great grand-children (suppos-* 
ed to be 150) the whol^ number to this year wo^Id 
amount to 400 souls. 



ITie deists who find difficulty in believing the Mo- 
saic statement of the threescore and ten Jews, that 
went into Egypt, and after 400 years, returned to Pa- 
. lestine, under the command of Moses, in a body of 
5,000,000, may be convinced of the fact as perfectly 
as they are of the problems of Euclid, by consider- 
ingthat in 1717, John and Mary Peters went to He- 
bron without children, and in 1807 their children, 
grand-children, and great grand-children numbered 
250, besides 150 more children in the 4th and fifth 
^ade, which I am taught to believe is not errd- 
neous. 

I therefore reason thus : if one couple in ninety 
years produced 250 persons, then 250 persons in an- 
other ninety years will produce 22,500; then af- 
ter a third ninety years the 22,500 persons wiH 
produce 2,025,000, and then after a fourth' ninety 
years the 2)025,000 will, by the same rule, produce 
182,250,000 persons m the space of S60 years; 
that is 40 years short of 4CX) years which the Jews 
spent in £g]^t» 

The seventy Jews who went down into Eg3rpt|^ 
were seventy times stronger than John Ptters of He<- 
bronin 1717 ; of consequence, the Jews after being 
an Egypt 360 years, must have increased by the same 
rule and proportion, to 12,757,400,000 persons; and 
no doubt the reason why this number was reduced 
to 5,0d0,000 at their going out of Egypt, was the 
bondage the Jews suffirred during 400 years under 
taskmasters in a bad climate and sandy soil. For,^ 
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wt see :simUar consequences among tbe Afipicansiin- 
4er taskmasters in the West and £ast«Iii4ies, and i» 
South and North America, where the biacke havie 
J^een decreasing ever simce their |>ondage hegun^ ai|0 
^n never increase tUl they are removed out qf th$ 
|K>wer of oppressors, the parous of hunger, thii^ 
pnd sterility. 

Admit that Noah^nd his three sons fa)ill«|^lied w 
the same proponaon as John Peters of UebriMi hs^t 
^ne since 17179 ^v posterity at tiie end pf Sfiip 
years after leavifiig th|^ ark, woYri4 have mimberad 
729,000,000, a number equal to the present populstiM 
of Am^Afyica^ and Europe^ Tbe wars carwd on 
l^ ^iam and his posterity }n£)gypCandA^^» w4 
by Japbeth in Europe aad the B]Mk B^j imv^ fpy 
gidariy pre¥entf4 the popuUtlon i^ Afrii^ ftnd £#r 
rope, wfaHsi flie m3d and tiejaneaUe ^OMlittt 9i l^imk 
wad Si^xn m(»eased population Ui AiBia* ^qvA m 
numbers to Africa, £uf ope and AmefiQae 

The steiflity ^ Asia tetveen ifae NiPHh JPoleiMld 
the line, having aU soils and climates, is gfCflHy HgMMt 
Ae inerease of the Imofian faoe, and the «eawi of 
ft^ pc^atidh toeing equal 10 ^that erf* Afijea, Jfotrapr 
and America must be owmg tetkr pacific systita tsh 
tablished there bf Ktn^land ;Shera, whSch iRtmlit 
liave IsLept out war during time, had fiat NimfQd» 
grandson c^ Ham, and Gog andldbgc^ descendai^ 
^ Japheth, parried war add piracy into Aria iram 
Africa and ,£u»)pe> whidh ^ Asiftfio^ tienfinl'M 
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the prmei{>k of self-pr^^rv^tlon) thckm^t^^ ind 
£rst law of nature. 

« }t IS believed tbat^ach of tt^ ten so^ aiul da^gbr 
ters of William Peters, Esq. of 1634, liias beena^ jm*^ 
1^ as WilUam his grw^S^ont thp fwlier (4 Jobn J^^i- 
ters erf Hebron in 1717. This b^ing t^^n fort 
truth, it appears that the children, gr^d-cb|ldren» 
&c. 8u5» of WilliMn Peters oi W34 to XBP7, awoqnt 
to 4,000 persons in the space x>f im^ty jrears, mi 
Jby a calculation I have made on the death oi th^ih^ 
scendi^ts from John Peteris of Hebron, since J7X7f J 
4)^tieye only seventy are dead» and that 330 desceodr 
ants from John Peters of Hebron, are now living>«*^ 
from the foregoini; statement of thp posterity of 
WilUma P^teri^p £sj^ of llos^nii) l$34, leo^cludf 
tiierei^r^a^Kmto U^y^ the ngni^ of Peters wiUlivf 
as long in America as it has in Normandy aiod Ui thf 
wilted if:iQ|piMis of Grfat ©ritain^ 

The Jews m^ Mahometans ^eatly revere Moiep 
Ipr kk w^9^ ^s4 leanwg> yet never had ©"ati* 
tx^ aufti^^ tQ'vtdw^ Hmm to c^4sct a monunieitf 
«r pyrww0 w hwow of Wip at iKol§nm, qine m^^ * 
Spi^ of ,$wBj(, wh(s^,h«i led the l^raeli^fs over t^ 
j^ 3^ i |i^v&iijhi^$^ tl^ a^V.^^ of these memoMv 
b»ah<i$fs^9 th$^t^)^ deaeendants of WiUiapi Pe|ei!i^ 
£9^ of }P4, will bffcve fufficiwt gratitude to ^peot 
a momiment of marble, in honour ^9 hia virtue a^4 
iTfiiMisiUf ^a||«5% fi>s^ ip tljkcchwrcliof APdo^jer, 
ifli the slllf fif M^I«A9}»tiiet(«rW^ 
t^VOM qf Sbibbv 
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On die mbnument may be written, viis. 

" Behdd the ashes of William Peters, Esq. bro- 
ther of the reverend Thomas Peters, Esq, anid of the 
reverend Hugh Peters, who came from England to 
this gentile world in 16S4, and planted wisdom, pie- 
ty and benevolence. 

Now ^* his children rise up and call him bkssed.^^ 

Should it be asked what have been my motives for 
|)ublishing the character and life of Mr. Hugh Peters, 
who suffered martyrdoni 147 years ago? my an- 
swer is, to vindicate his character against the abu- 
sive words of his aristocradc enemies during 147 
years, and to inform the present and future republic, 
cans of his puritanic piety and^ virtues, by sacrificing 
his* whole life in the cause of his country ; and pre- 
ferring liberty, morality, and faith in God, to riches^' 
titles and life* 

The party which mmdered Hugh Peters, October 
16, l^GO, justly enacted a law to establidh die Slst 
ef January, annually, to be observed as a day of 
fasting and prayer, on account of the murder of ling 
Charles L '^ by cruel and unreasonable men," and 
^th like reason they might have appointed the si^* 
teenth of October anmiidly, to be observed as a ^sf 
•f humiliation and prayer, on account of the mur^ 
der of the reverend Hugh Peters, " by cruel add un- 
reasonable men.'* 

Greneral Monk and hid army were the ^^ crud and 
unreasonable men,'' who murdered Charles 'L and 
the reverend Hugh Peters; nevertfidbss, goienl 
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Mcisk and his-crwl party during 147 years, have an- 
nually, on January SI, kept the fast, by railii^atancl 
preaching lies against Hugh Peters^ accusing him of 
^e murder of king Charles I. although general 
Monk and his party know him to be as innocent of 
his blood, as he was of the blood of Abel. 

Another reason for my making the collections and 
remarks in the preceding history of Hugh Peters, is^ 
to illuminate the minds of his numerous friends and 
relatives in the United States, and in the united kmg* 
doms of Great Britain, who may not possess the his* 
tpries of the infamous war between king Charles L 
and his parliament in the 17th century. 

General Monk's character is known in history to 
resemlple the character of Judas* He deserted the 
king with his troop of hqrse, lOOO, and joined Crom- 
well's army, defeated the king's army> and finals 
ly became commander in chkS of the republican ar« 
my ; and havii^ killed Charles I. and Cromwell be« 
login his ^ave, Monk sold himself and army ta 
Charles XL tor a dukedom, and 10,000/, per anmim,< 
dien deserted the republicans and restored CharlesIL 
to the throne of England ; he then fell on his old 
companions, HughPetersjr general Harrison, judge 
Coke and other republicms, and with the gun,* 
sword, halter and axe, destroyed more hmest repub- 
licans than fled to America* Thus general Monk 
became a yi<^nt aristocrat from a violent democrat, 
and by his treachery and madness, in restoring* 
C^les iV dii4 infinite evil to Great Britaki^ and at 



the sam« tiitid diet much good to AmetJca, lA pdJtW.df 
population, wisdom and wealth. 1 believe ftobe* 
lipierrc was a far better tuan, aitd more humane Uian 
general Monk, eten after he was created dtrkc of 
Albemarle ; which washed itray all his fdfmef stAs^ 
by virtue of art act of parliament, of ^s much force 
fct Efilgland as a buH of prardon ffom the Fope. Of 
Course, general Monk is ttot in purgatory, btit Iti t6^ 
<rffli or twtdir, and perhaps #ifh old Sarah. 

The younger sons of the nobiFrty during the civil 
trar, had joined Crom Welles party ; so also had the 
httutisters of law, some bishops, many rectors, and 
* most of the curates called the inferior clergy in thtf 
kierdreby of England ; of course they Were tinder 
die neeesi^ily of emigrating to Neiv £ngland, as soott 
« as the r^oiytion took place^ to shim the wrath ttnA 
eMy of gentrsA Monk/fherkurningnolxfity, judges^^ 
lord bisbofMi and flkdheri&ig clergy ; by whieb meansi!^^ 
New Ei^ttnd, and es^klly Comieoiktit, wa# fille# 
with emgraiits of high fam4&e& and sdbuct fr<M» 

AniQs% them was Thomas^ ^monr, u yom^r 
liiteieb of the lairrily of the duke of Somerset^ wfa» 
aetfled atHartSsrd^dli bonowtd the t^oek Jfom whk^ 
he descended^ and 1ms itHttiero^s posterky have ii^ 
tif%iiish«Atheinitl^8 by iheir virtues, pkty asidHtei 
raiy merits^ The honorable Thomas SeynKmri 
now of Hartford, is tl^ head of the family, smd f» 
his great and general knowledge in law and the belles 
\ fottiteSf has bem employed by the j^ubtio m ma&f 
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esetked irtatmts, which helms ^charged «&di ho^ 
nour to h^ap»(elf and benefit to the state. 

Abo came • to Hartford^ three brothers of the then 
Ibrd Stanley^ earl of Derby, whose father^ the earl of 
I>€rby , fought for Charies I. and was taken fmsoner by: 
Cromwell, and by Cromwell put to death for high trea** 
son committed against the theocracy of the pec^le of 
England* These three brothershafve not disgraced 
tiheir noble andherdie ancestor, who Itred and died ia 
defence of his king and country, nor did they ever foe* 
get the bravery and perseverance of the British he* 
toine, then* noble mother, who defended the castle of 
Derby with a handful of men, during six weeka^ 
against Cromwell and his numerous army ; and 
compelled Cromwell to raise the siege with a vow, 
thiat he would return and destroy the castle and die 
defenders of it, which vow Cromwell never per* 
formed. 

These three brothers did well in Ephratah ; th^)^ 
had an honourable share in the government of Con- 
necticut, and left a numerous progeny who have an 
extensive spread and high stations in every state in 
the union. The honourable Henry Stanley of New- 
York, is the head of the Stanley family of that part* 

WilHam Hussel, a younger branch of the family 
of the duke of Bedford^ an eminent puritan clergy« 
man came and settled at Mtddletown ; he deserved 
wcB of Connectikjut and other states, where has nn*^ 
marous postei^ are phmted, and imitate ti^sAr pre« 
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dkeetsbr in science' aid liberafiQr/ Sntfoel Rcmil^ 
£sq. of New- York, is the head of that family. 

Pierrepont, a younger branch df U^ famSy gUSbsb 
duke of K.ingi3tQn, catne to New- Haven, luidthei^ 
was^eittledasapurkancLe^'gyman; he ^tinguiiheA 
himself in the pulpit and out (^ it by his piov^i dUk 
courts andcharities. It is said» and no doubt widK 
truth, his grandson, now residing in the eity of Hen^ 
Haven, is the legal heir c£ the estate aiKl title q£ ^ 
duke of Kingston in south Britakiy which title^he 
may gain, if general Meadows, a son c^ a sister of 
the late duke, has not more interest ^lan a native of 
Connecticut in the court of London. 
Felham, of thefamily of the duke of Newcastle, cane 
to Boston with two sisters, who married Mn Wins* 
low and Mr. Sherman. The Felham name has not 
multiplied much in New- England, but the Win$h 
lows and Shermans have greatly increased. The Ko^ 
nourable Roger Sherman of New-Haven, a respect- 
able member in congress, descended from a daug^ 
tcr of the duke of Newcastle. 

Montague, of the family of the e^lof Sandwich^ 
came to Boston, and settled at Hadley, near North-* 
Hampton, on C<ninectieut river, the xmM c^odost 
town in fanatidsm in all IMbssa^husetts* The gi?eat 
genius and shining talents of this noble £ifonti^|[ue^ 
were not able to correct the manners and stdblbora 
^eal of H^ley and North-Hampton* He lived near 
tlie reverend Mr. Williams, a Wekhman, andcoQsifi' 
ctf Oliver Cromwell, alias Oliver Williams^ wboie 






JiiM -was-thanged to Crbmwdl by James I. to ffm 
an estirte of his auiit^s husband, and was a firm 
friend to Gdff and Whaldjr, two o£ the judges of 
Charles I. who €ed from the cave ih New-Haven to 
Hadky, toaviMd' the advertisements of' Charles IL 
smd were by Mr. Williams concealed many years. 
Montague was one of the few in the confidence of 
- Williams^ and the judges. His integrity and virtues 
were eqiial.to those of Rahab of Jericho^ who enter- 
tainedthe ^s^s which Joshua sent to search out the 
land of Canaan ; and merits equal praise and enjoys it* 
His posterity are not many, but what remain of them 
' are. valuable characters, and remain puritans to this 
day except one, whose name ip William M^tague, 
who made a tour to London about the year 1790, and 
became an episcopal clergyman, and the rector of 
Decfiiam^ nesff Boston. He has the virtue, honour 
»d.inte^ty imputed to his noble ancestry. 
. - John Graham, a younger branch of the duke of 
Montrose's family, a graduate in the university of 
Glasgow, in Scotland; emigrated to Hartford in 
X Connecticut* His knowledge in the arts and sciences, 
procured ftK* him great fame in the puUic mind, and 
hy his exertions, he implanted wisd<Mii and virtue in 
his numercms sons and daughters, even to the fifth 
j^oeration^ 

. Three of his sons, viz. John, Chauncey and Rich, 
aid Crouch, distinguished themselves inthep^piti 
Robert and Andrew rendered themselves very con- 
jfucuous mjfnedicine and chemistry ; tfa^ left man^ 
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ambitkiuft and cttcfiil toimkatelJieir iiDble«tid 
aeioitific ancestor in virtue, imdom, and ^ belte* 
lettres* Amonff^his grandsons may be mendoned 
John Augustus Gcal»m, M. D. a oel^rated phy* 
sictan m New-York^ KhcMztr Graham, M. D. a 
proedtioner in London, and John Andrew Ctnimn^ 
L. L^ D. now an able connsellor in the dty of New* 
^ Y<Nrk, a gentleman of much diplomatic wisdom ; and 
is no kss distinguished both in Eurape and America, 
far his urbanity and hospitality in i»ivate life, tibaa 
for the standing he hdds at die bar. Also,T»V.W^ 
Graham, of Albany, a lawyer of great respecta* 
bilky. I know not one failure of the whole name of 
Graham, spread as it #s in every state, who has not 
been a usefiil citizen in North Ameiica» and a bene- 
factor to human society at large. 

Three jud^i^es of Charles L came to New-HaveQ. 
with many offices, lawyers, clergymen, and phyai* 
eians, being republicans and puritans, who had be« 
limged to Cromwell's party, and joined the puritans 
of the mUfinariari order under the doctrinea and im<« 
provements of the Rev, John Davenport^ a gesrfle* 
man of extraordinai^ talent douded with higotiy^ 
as was his brother in London, of the chuneh of £n* 
gland, who preferred turning back to the ekwdb of 
Jlome, rather than be a puritan, or live u^er the 
star-chamber court of England ; therefox^ he went 
to Home, and finally died a caidinal in that church. 

The posterity of the Rev. and renowned ichn Ih^ 
v^nport are numf nms, teamed and respectaUe in 



every sl»te, sir^ i:miforfnly hiAre filted^ pulpit, ^e 
bar and the bench with dignity , wisdom, and useful- 
B^s, being, ^id having been stimulated by the vir«- 
ti^$ and scientiic character oi their ancestor ; nirhose 
portrait, with the portrait of" Governor Yale, yet re- 
main ornaments in the musieum of Yale college at 
New- Haven, in the state of Connecticut; and there 
will be venerated by all literary methodists, episco- 
palians, and catholics, so long as the belles-lettres^ 
piety and morality, prevail over bigotry and fantastio 
opinions, once the dottrr^^ of New-England. At the. 
head of this very extraordinary family is the hcniour- 
able John Davenport, A. M. of Stamford, in Con- 
necticut, and a valuable member of congress, who. is 
son of the honourable colonel John Davenport, who. 
was son of the Rev. John Davenport, of New- Haven, 
in 1637, who was brother of James Davenport, of 
London, who deserted the church of England, and 
went to Rome, A. D. 1635, where he became a car- 
dinal of the catholic church, and would have been 
elected pope in honour to England, but for an un- 
timely death ; and thus poor old England never had 
the lK>nour of giving but one pope to the holy ca^ 
tholic church, and that one was Adrian IV. at the 
close of the ninth century; which offended Henry 
Vni. 1535, and was the prime cause of the refor- 
mation. 

The discernment of the emigrants to New-En- 
^and was not inferior to the discernment of modem 
£i^uropeans; for, they thought that theocracy had 
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t^eenipivcn to the pe<^Mby Jebwali over hotkchiin^ 
and state, (A. M. 29Q0) ia the days oi Sanrnd tbc 
propfaety and that all clergymen and ma^^trates dc*' 
ducted and derived their authority ffom the vote and 
win of the people, and that they could^osc their aii*- 
diority only by a vote (rf the majority of the people ; 
which was a tiiie protectant maxim in England, in 
A. D. 1SS5, 1648, 16«8, 1715 ; in America, A. B. 
1783 ; and in France, A. D. 1793 ; and in fact is be- 
lieved by all nations where kings, emperors and 
popes reign by force of a standing army of soldiersi 
lord bishops^ and nobles — ^who thus read the 149th 
psalm of David, the good king of the Jews, viz. 

** God beautifies the proud with salvation, and 
^ makes those saints joyful in glory : they sing aloud 
^* upon their beds ; because a two-edged sword is in 
*' their hand, to execute punishments upon the peo- 
^' pie, and to bind them in chains and with fetters of 
^ iron ; such honour have all kings^ emperors, and 
" popes, who as saints praise the Lord." 

The children of those emigrants from England, 
who adorned Cromwell's army, are spread ove^ 
America in all directions, and by a kind of hereditary 
right govern the state and church, and seriously iiu 
eulcate and pretend to believe the same doctrines u^ 
church and state as were taught by their venerable 
and pious ancestors; which proves what Solomon 
never recorded, viz. *^ Train up a child in the way 
he should not go, and when he is old he will not de- 
part firom it«^' I could mention thousands of the 
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tiiSIdren (^^aneknt pitiHtansi*^tho havfe virtue, skcei 
fity and piety, deeply buried in bigotry, and liv« on 
tradition as much as British judges and lawyers live 
oh precedents of eight hundred years standing, and 
yet daily boast, that ** the present generatien is much 
Wiser than the ancient." But 1 shall content myself 
with nicntioning a few of fliem : 

Samuel Harrison, Esq. of the state of Vcrdmont, 
lEiJiterary character, and president of the philosophi- 
cal society of Pittsford, has distinguished himself iii 
the war between England and America, and assisted 
in the capture of the two British armies under the 
command of General Burgoyne and Lord Cornwallis; 
and then was a member of the convention of Ben* 
nington, to adopt the federal constitution. Thus he 
has proved himself a hero like his ancestor, Gener^ 
Thomas Harrison, murdered in 1660 by Charles II* 
and General Monk ; yet remains a puritan bigot, and 
as zealous in repubUcaatmLas was his great grand^- 
&ther of everlasting &me^ 

Abraham Bishop, A. M. collector of New-Haven, 
in Connecticut, whose ancestor m due time fled from 
England to shun the ordealian law of the British hie- 
i^archy, and on his arrival at New- Haven, was elected 
governor oi that colony, and deacon in the church. 

And Isaac Jones, A. M. of New-Haven, great 
^andson of Colonel John Jones, cme of the judges of 
Charles I* and for it was executed by General Monk 
and Cha^-les II. in 1660 ; whose son, to avoid the fate 
of his father, fled to New-Haven, aod was chosen go.- 
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vemoi' of ^at cdony and deacon in the churdi, ^* fiir 
the good deeds he had done to the house of God, acfd 
the offices tbercofi" 

Those two gentlemen, Abraham Bishop ai^} Isiaao 
Jones, . possess such talents and virtues as no ma^Q 
would be ashamed of^ and yet they still remain hi^ 
republicans and puritan bigots by fofx^e of tradition i 
a conscientious argument, stronger than wisdom^ 
wine, and women, m the six states of New*£ngland| 
and especially in Connecticut ; where a c6ngrega<^ 
tional hierarchy, nominally under king Jesus, would 
be very acceptable^ if the Saybrook platform was 
made orthodox by a vote of congress ; an event not 
to be expected until a new president is chosen. — 
However, the good people live in hopes that the mil- 
Knarian reign will commence at New-Haven, under 
an oligarchy, composed of king Jesus, a pope, se- 
venty-two cardinals, archbishops, and lord bishops^ 
with this proviso, that the congregational clergy in 
the United States shall form the majority of the con- 
vention which is to elect their king, pope, cardinals, 
archbishops, and lord bishops, and if such a condi- 
tion be not granted, they will resist every state of the 
union in politics, and afl Jews, Turks^ Gentiles, and 
Christians, on the globe, with the doctrines of John 
Calvin, James Arminius, Martin Luther, John Kniph» 
perdoling, and Henry VHL viz. " I am ri^t, and all 
others are wrong." 

In Christendom, Ross andBroughton tell us there 
are six hundred and fifty-three sects of christians — 



foott Ccumcistkiit Kas mere ^aii ker. skiare ^ 

A deist oine day cried out, which of these seet» is 
right? Moses the Jew replied, on!y one. TTie 
dfeist again exclaimed, which of these sects is he- 
fetiei^? The Jew again replied, all, excepting one j 
and that one the Mahometans condemn ; because alt 
llave gmie astray, and none doeth good, no, not one. 

The sons of the pious and famous Rev. John Ro- 
Mnson, who agreed to emigrate with the puritans, the 
if St setders of Plymouth, in 1620, have done well in 
New- England, and have justly entailed on them- , 
selves the fame and virtues of their ancestor by fol- 
lowing his example. They have very much fnulti- 
plied in the six states of New-England, and have 
been distinguished f(X* their science in divinity and 
law ; of course they have been much employed in the 
pulpit and public concerns. Moses Robinson, A. M, 
of Verdmont, has been governor of that state, and a 
senator in congress ; he is head of the family of Ro- 
binsons, descendants of the Rev. John Robinson, tbo- 
fether of the pui:itans in Englan^, in 1620, in whom 
&e methodists and puritans place confidence. One 
•f his aunts married captain Trumbull, of Lebanon, 
igk Connecticut, and had a son named Jonathan, who 
was elected governor of that state, during the war 
widi Gr^t Britain^ and acted with such propriety, 
A^t his son Jonathan, after his father's death^ has 
been chosen governor of the state ; who'by his polite 
and gentle manners promises to be governor of that 
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state imtii death removes him to a beikter'*WQ|id ; 
tvhere lives his grandparent the immortal John Ro- 
binson, and father of the puritans, or methodists, in 
New and Old England. 

John Bulkley, of Wales, a puritan minister, emi- 
grated to Boston : his son was minister of Colchester 
in Connecticut, and gready helped that colony to the 
knowledge of the. arts and sciences ; his son John was 
a lawyer and senator in. the assembly of Connecticut; 
and colonel Eliphalet, his son, is a gentleman in the 
city of New- London : the family is numerous and 
much respected, though they took a decisive part 
against the American resistance to Great Britain ia 
1774. 

The Rev. Mr. Cruden, an eminent scholar in the 
university of Cambridge, England, being a meek 
and pious man, but also a puritan, emigrated to 
Boston and was setded by Dr. Mather and Mr 
Cotton, at a place called Rehoboth, four miles east 
of the town of Providence, in the state of Rhode- 
Island, the most barren soil in Massachusetts; for 
Mather and Cotton acted like moderators or bishops 
at that time in Boston, and named the town Re- 
hoboth, because the word means, ** the Lord hath 
made room for his beloved.** It also was a frontier 
against the Pequod Indians, at the head of a creek 
emptying into Narragansett bay ; where were plen- 
ty of fish and oysters, on which the setders might 
live and protect Boston^ if the Indians did not scalp 
them. 
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This pious clergymanv with hlspiious com^aiiion^ 
not*knowing their danger, went and formed the settle^ 
ment of Rehoboth: the scite being pleasant, the air 
salubrious, and the prospect horrible. But the inno- 
cence of Cruden and his followers concHiated the 
savages, and they became friendly. TTiey built a 
church, and encircled it with a set of houses like a 
half moon, facing the creek, where they worshipped 
'the Creator with great devotion, and Cruden taught 
'their children the arts and sciences gratb. That 
town is yet famous in New-England for the educa- 
tion of its children. In that barf^n soil, Cruden 
spent a useful life, and made to himself a name in 
the christian church, that will last as long as the Bi* 
ble. There he formed the first Concordance of the 
Old and New Testaments, which was ever made in 
the English tongue. It was adopted and printed by 
the university of Canibridge in England, and, with 
additions and improvements, has passed through 
many editions, still under the name of Cruden's Con* 
cordance. 

The ingenuity and Herculean labour displayed 
in this necessary index of the bible even astonished 
the old and new world : but Cruden got no money 
for the copy, either in New or Old England ; yet he 
gained everlasting fame in Christendom, and Butler, 
in his Hudibra^, fixed immortality on Cruden's wis- 
dom, perseverance and patience, in making his Con- 
cordance, at Rehoboth, bordering on Sekonk Plain, 
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'M btrren as the Nmmdian sands, by his sar6istie 
.>^st]di; vb. 



-Hebrew r6oW afc found 



tiSo flourish best in barren ground * 

Alluding to Cruden's ingenuity at Rehoboth, and to 
the- wisdom oi[ Moses on Mount Sinai. 

Cruden's posterity are few and respectable in New- 
England. His eldest son returned to England^ and 
was much esteemed both in the pulpit and out of it ; 
and one of his sons was the eminent and venerable 
presbyterian minister of the church near Covcnt Gar- 
den, so highly insulted by Lord George Gordon, one 
of his parishioners in 1780, because he prayed elL- 
tempore, apd sung by book, and preached by notes; 
which his lordship said, proved an absurdity, for Cru- 
dea prayed by the Spirit, but did not sing an^ preach 
^hy the Spirit. 

Moses Chittenden, an of&cer In Cromwell's own 
regiment, a solid puritan, arrived at New-Haven, 
and setded in Guilford by order of the sanhedrim, at 
the head of which was the Rev. John Davenport^ 
wIk) was not inferior in his station to Samuel> the 
Jewish prophet at Jerusaleni. Mn Chittenden was 
a brave soldier^ and left his spirit to a large number 
of children, who have spread into divers parts of the 
United States, and have not disgpraced thek herok 
ancestor, who admired Hugh f^eters, Richard Baxter, 
and John Bunyan. The family has shared in the go- 
vernment and honours of America. The head branch 
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4^ tbefainlljr) Thomas CMttenden, Esq* ma^A kiM 
the state of Verdmont, and was annually etectedl go* 
tremor of that state for many years ; and his second 
son, a literary character, is a member of omgress. 
The famiiy have in general remained puritans, alias 
methodists ; but very free from that bigotry, which 
has too long been the characteristic of the settlers i^ 
New-England. However, since the revolution, so* 
pcrstition has given way to reason, and moderali<xi is 
fast progressing amongst all sects and denominaticms, 
who have ventured to teach their children, " that so 
much as I differ from you, just so much you diier 
from me,*' is a better ma^im than that formerly 
taught, viz. *• I know what^s right, not only so, but 
always practise what I know." Nothing but a civil 
establishment of one sect of christians at the expense 
of the rest, can bring superstition and persecution 
again into the United States ; an evil to be expected^ 
when the conspiration of the presl^tcrian associa^ 
tions, united with the college of rc^al bishops be^ 
tween St Croix and the Mississ^pi, can bring for* 
ward their petition before pongress with suoceas^-^a 
quicksand not yet in sight, nor will be, until the spirit 
of aiistocracy {prevails in congress as it did in the 
days of Samuel the prophet, which taught the mcbu 
lity to cry out, " We witt have a kuig to reign over 
us,'* with a noble race of hereditaiy rulers-**4heft 
America will need no other foe. 

Sir Richard Saltonstall, of Yorkslure, b England, 
b^jcaniie a sealous puritan, and emigrated to Bostaa^ 
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|to 9hQii the star^hattiber' court of JEBgfaiild« One d[ 
bi(} sops settled as minister at New-London, whose 
abilities, and great zeal so distinguished him in the 
associations and consociation of Connecticut, that 
the consodation, who always point out to the asro* 
piations {MK)per persons to be elected governor, ^e* 
puty governor, secretary, treasurer, and senators, * 
md the associations teach the people who are proper 
men to be their representatives from each township, 
recommended him to tip exalted from the pulpit to 
the gubernatorial chair of Connecticut ; and thereby 
the assembly of that state, got under a divine goverrir 
menty under which it yet remains by virtue of a dmr^ 
ter given by Charles il. in 1662, Jiotwithstanding tibe 
revolution which took place in 1783. 
• Mr. Saltonstall with wisdom governed in diurch ' 
aod state, accordii^ to the directions of the conso- 
eiatioii, and of course held the office during his life, 
though annually elected* He left a numerous race, 
who have dcHie themselves hiuiour in America, al« 
liiough they have always shunned the pulpit, and the 
effice of a deacon. The governor's son Gurdon had 
a great genius, was a senatOTahd judge in Connecti- 
iBut, and died a general in the American service. 
He had twelve sons and four daughters ; all behaved 
well, and were married, and had children and grand- 
children. One daughter married to Silas Deane, A, 
M. a rich merchant in Wethersfield, a bright scholar 
as ever Yale college could boast of, a consummate 
pditieian, and ^ member of congress ; on which ac^ 
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wunt hiQ w»s sent ambassador to the French couiti 
then the mo^t Jesuitical court in the world; and yet 
$ilas Deane out-manoeuvred Sartine, king Louis 
XVI. and all his court, by a sublime fetch, that asto- 
nished Dr. Franklin, and made him cry widi horror 
for six hours. Silas Deane's manoeuvre proved suc-^ 
cessful, and the tears of Dr. Franklin were dried up^ 
and he lived in smiles, and went to heaven with gra« 
titude to Silas Deane. 

I venture to say, that no o^er person but S. Deane 
could have dared the court of France as he did, and 
have escaped the Bastile. But he escaped, and gained 
immortality, and the aid of France against England^ 
six months before the British court and Lor4'Stor« 
mont knew of it. Thus Silas Deane gained in one 
day and night independence for America, unknown 
to Dr. Franklin and Mr. Lee, his fellow ambassa^ 
dors from congress. Such a manoeuvre would in 
England have given its author a dukedom, and tea 
thousand pounds per annum. But envy and ingra** 
titude found their way into congress, who united^ 
caused Mr. Deane's recal to Philadelphia, and the 
forbearance of paying him half a million of livres^ 
laid out for arms and cloathing, to the present day. 
Vide Deane's printed account. It was well said 
by David, who perfectly knew the temper of Saul 
and all other kings, " Pqt not not your trust in 
kings, nor in bishops, nor place confidence in any 
body of men, for their gratitude is fleeting, and is like 
the breath in their nostrils." Yet all must temem- 
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htty thai David was a man after God's heart, and 
feigned forty years; and during that tittie he de^ 
ekres, " he never saw the righteous forsaken by him 
and his court, nor any of their seed begging their 
bread.'* The son of Silas Deane, now residing at 
Hartford, in Connecticut, has reason to rejoice in a 
wise and patriotic father, and to mourn over the in- 
gradttrde of the world. 

The Rev. Mr. Ward, being an eminent puritan 
m England, ^lited the spiritual and star-chamber 
eourts under the controul of the hierarchy of En- 
gland; he fled to New-England, and became minister 
of Agawam, an Indian village, making the west part 
ei Springfield, in the state of Massachusetts. Bt 
was an exact scholar, a meek, benevolent, and chaii* 
tabic christian. He used the Indians with justicfe 
and tenderness, and established oneof Ae best towns 
on Connecticut river. He was free from hypocrisy, 
and stiff bigotry, which then domineered in New- 
England, and which yet remains at Hadiey and 
NcMthampton, not much to the credit of morality 
and piety. Mr. Ward had a large share of hudi- 
brastic wit, and much pleasantry with his gravity. 
This appears in his history of Agawam, wherein he 
satirized the prevailing superstition of the times; 
which did more good than Dr. Mather's book, enti- 
tled, *• Stilts for dwarfs in Christ to wade through 
the mud,'* or his Magnalia, with his other twenty- 
four books. His posterity are many, and have done 
their part in the pulpit, in the field, and at the bar, 
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fi>llQ\yed the ,cl)aritable tern,per of their venerat)!^ 
imcest^^ am} setdQin fail to (ash the avarice c^ the 
ricrgy, who Mr.e often recgpimendiog c^iarity an4 
fia&pkidky .to the i>eedy .^trsunger, and at the sanic 
i^e niey^r foUow <th.€^ own advice to^^ihers. ]V[n 
Ward, of Agaw^am^ has left his children an example 
«rarthy ofimkB^m^. The atory is thus related : 

Dr. Mai^exy of Boston^ wa$ constaiM^y exhorting 
1^ l^egTiers fto eiptert^n strangers, for by doing so 
^tibiiey miglit enterl^in angels. But it was remarked^ 
ih^ Dr. M^th^r qever ente^ained strangers, nor 
^ve apy relief to beggars. This report reacheid Mr. 
Ward, of Ag^wam, an intimate chum of the Doctor 
^vhile iiit.the university. Ward said he hoped it was 
jiot true ; hut resolved to discover the truth : there- 
lore he set off for Boston on foot, 120 miles, and ar- 
rived at the door of Dr. Mather on Saturday, even- 
ing, when moat pe<^e were in bed, and knocked at 
the door, which the mMd opene^. Wardrsaid, '* Jl 
come from the country, to hear good Dr. Mather 
preach to^morraw : I am hungry, and thirsty, without 
moneiy, and I beg the good Doctor will give me re- 
lief and a bed in his house until the sabbath is over." 
The maid replied, ** The Doctor is in his study, it 
is Saturday night, the sabbath is begun, we have no 
-bed, ot victuals, for ragged, beggars ;" and shut the ' 
door upon him. Mr. Ward again made use of the 
knocker : the maid went to the Doctor, and told him 
jihere was a sturdy be^ar heating the door, who i^- 
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sisted on coming in and staying there over the sai^' 
bath. The Doctor said, " Tell him to depart, or a 
constable shall conduct him to a prison.'* The maid 
obeyed the Doctor's order j and Mr. Ward said, " I 
will not leave the door until I have seen the Doctor." 
This tumult roused the Doctor, with his black velvet 
cap on his head, and he came to the door and opened 
it, and said, " Thou country villain, how dare yoa 
knock thus at my door after the sabbath has begun V^ 
Mr. Ward replied, " Sir, I am a stranger, hungry 
•and moneyless ; pray take me in, until the holy sab^ 
bath "is past, so that I may hear one of your godly 
sermons." The Doctor said, " Vagrant, go thy way, 
and trouble me no more ; I will not break the sab- 
bath by ^ving thee food and lodging ;" and then 
shut the door. The Doctor had scarcely reached 
his study, when Ward began to exercise the knocker 
with continued violence. The Doctor, not highly 
pleas^, returned to the door, and said, " Wretched 
being, why dost thou trouble me thus? what wilt 
thou have ?" Ward replied, " Entertainment in your 
house until Monday morning." The Doctor said, 
" You shall not r therefore go thy way." Mr. Ward 
replied, " Sir, as that point is settled, pray give me 
sixpence or a shilling, and a piece of bread and 
meat." The Doctor said, " I will give thee neither,"^ 
and again shut the door. And then .Mr. Ward thun- 
dered with the knocker of the door, and the Doctor 
returned in great wrath, and said, " Thou art mad^ 
or ix)ssessed with an evil spirit : what, wilt thou have 
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flow?" Mr. Ward replied, "Since you, Sir, will not 
give lodgings, nor money, nor food, nor drink to me, 
I pray for your advice; will you direct me to a 
stew?" The Doctor cried out, ** Vagrant of all va- 
grants I the curse of God will fall on thee ; thou art 
one of the non- elects. Dost thou, villain, suppose I 
am acquainted with bad houses? What dost thou 
want at a stew ?" Mr. Ward replied, " I am hungry, 
weary, thirsty, moneyless, and almost naked ; and 
Solomon, the wisest king the Jews ever h^, tells me 
and you, that a whore will bring a man to a morsel 
of bread at the lastJ*^ Now Dr* Mather aiiVDke froni 
his reverend dream, and cried, " Tu es Wardonus 
vcl Diabolus." Mr. Ward laughed, and the Doctor 
took him in and gave him all he Wanted ; and Mr; 
Ward preached for the Doctor next day both morn- 
ing and evening. 

This event had its due effect on the Doctor ever af- 
ter, and he kept the Shunamite's chamber, and be? 
came hospitable and charitable to all in want. 

It corrected the Doctor's temper to such a degree, 
that six months after, he ceased to pray more against 
the pope and conclave of Rome, and supplied the 
vacuum, by praying for the downfall of the red dra- 
gon at Morocco, Egypt and Arabia, on the cast side 
of the Red Sea, even at Mecca and Medina ; words 
which helped the sand to pass through the hour glass^ 
the orthodox length of a prayer. 

Clinton, Esq. a younger branch of the fami- 
ly of the earl of Lincoln, since made duke of Neisr- 



castle tfftder lifie, emigrated to Saybrook, afterWafd* 
settled neat Albany, in the state of New- York, 
i!*»hefe he educated many cliJIdren, and established a 
character worthy of the rock whence he Was hewii. 
A relative of his, not being a puritan, was sent from 
England to be governor of New* York ; he ^as feithef 
df Sir Henry Clinton, bart, and conimander in chief 
of the British forces sent to conquer America in the 
l8th century. In that war, the descendants of the 
puritan Clinton distinguished themselves against the 
British forces, and one of them became a general in 
the American army, and governor of the ^tate of Nev/- 
York, in Which stations he manifested great bravery, 
consummate wisdom and uncommon humanity; 
thereby he gained a hallowed character, even 
amongst the loyalists and the British army. After 
the war closed, and America had secured its inde* 
pendence, Mr. Clinton was continued many years 
governor of the important and extensive state o^ 
New- York ; by his fatigues in that office, his health 
Ivas impaired, and necessity impelled him to resign 
the gubernatorial chair, for the benefits 6f private 
life. On the recovery of his healthy the citizens of 
the United States, with gratitude remembering his 
virtues arid noble services, elected him to be Vice- 
President of the United States, in which station, his 
brilliant taterits have enabled him to benefit the pub- 
lic and do honour to hirtiself. His further exaltation 
will, undoubtedly, take place on ttie resignation of 
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Mr. Jefferson, the immortalized philosopher and 
statesman. One of the brothers of Viee-PreMdent 
Clinton, James, a major general in the American 
army, married a descendant of the cetebrated Dtl 
Witt of Amsterdam ; and had two sons well knownf 
in the literary world, by their diplomatic wisdom and 
Itnowledge in the belles-lettres. One of these sons 
is now a member of congress : the other, named De 
Witt, has been a senator in congress, mayor of tht 
city of New- York, and no\V a senator irt the le^sla- 
ture of the state of New- York ; and promises with 
his eminent abilities and polished manners,* to do as 
much for the United States of America, as Tell did 
for Switacerland ; De Witt for the United States of 
Holland, or Solon for the Greeks. 

Was it consistent with my intended brevity, I 
could hert add many other families, who for puritan- 
isni, were driven from Great Britain to suffer perse- 
cuticm in America ; and, with their children, have 
been, and now are, ornaments to human nature, and 
the pride of the United States ; but those already 
mehtioiied are sufficient to prove, that New-England 
was not settled by the dregs and scum of Old Eng- 
land : and that the British rulers from 1580 to 1783, 
have conducted themselves with arrogance, destitute 
of policy, or fraternal affection, towards the puritan 
settlers of America. Britons^ therefore, lost Ame- 
rica by their insolence, contempt and tyranny : for 
like reasons they have lost Hanover, ruined the best 
<>f kings and lost the love of all nations on the globe. 
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In Ae same manner, Tyre of old lost the controul of 
"the commerce of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the isles 
of the sea$ : and by the same means, Byzantium, 
Roihe, Genoa and Spain lost themselves. Such 
events have taken place from the depravity of human 
nature, or from the decrees of the Creator. We 
find Sarah, wife of Abraham, was blamed by the. 
angels of God for her conduct in laughing and telling 
a lie ; and all men have blamed her for compelling 
Abraham to take Hagar as a second wife, with a 
view to find whether sterility appertained to Sarah or 
Abraham, and when the discovery was made, Sarah 
humbled herself to her husband, and became nurse 
to Hagar, and to Ishmael her son, until he was four- 
teen years of age, at which time Sarah became mo* 
tiierof Isaac. Alas ! then Sarah's pride, selfishness 
s^nd want of human perfection, compelled her to cry 
aloud to Abraham, ** Hagar* s son Ishmael shall not 
^ inherit with my son Tsaac.^^ This doctrine descend- 
ed to Rebecca (or contention) wife of Isaac, and mo- 
ther of Esau and Jacob ; who, not satisfied with her 
twin sons, hated Esau, her first bom, and loved Ja- 
cob, her second born. Her hatred and love caused 
the distinction of two nations, the Gentiles (or Esau) 
and the Jews (or Jacob) ; and also, she seduced her 
husband Isaac in the most collusive manner to bless 
Jacob as the first born ; therefore, Esau was sent in- 
to the wilderness of Edom to hunt and take furrs for 
Jacob. There he met with Bashemeth (or perfume) 
a daughter of Ishmael, his uncle, and married her. 
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from whom sprang Mahomet, A. D. 622, the impla- 
cable enemy of the Jews and christians. 

I shall leave those hints to the wise readers, and 
dose this appendix with a short table of prelacy (or 
episcopacy) , advanced by Hugh Peters and the lords 
and commons, in opposition to the hierarchy of Eng- 
land and Rome, supported by archbishop Laud, in 
the reign of Charles I. which caused the calamity of 
England, and the downfall of its hierarchy and mo^ 
narchy. 

From the famous John Rodgers down to John 

Brown, Hugh Peters, John Wesley, Dr. Coke, five 

heads of the puritans or methodists in England ; 

and from Luther, Calvin, Arminius, Knipperdoling, 

John Huss, and all protestants in Germany, France • 

and Sweden ; prelacy amongst the clergy has been 

adopted and used, in opposition to a hierarchy, first 

instituted by Marcellus, the 28th bishop of Rome, at 

the beginning of the .4th century ; when he put off 

the mitre and put on a triple crown as indicative of 

his spiritual power over Asia^ Africa and Europe ; 

and to perfect the plan his statue in bronze was 

erected, his right foot standing on Rome, his left on 

Jerusalem ; his left hand resting on Egypt, and his 

right extending westerly over the isles of the sea ; 

with a Doric inscription on his crown — " vtcarim 

" chrkti y" meaning in English, " I am the supreme 

•* head of Christ's church on earth." The said hie- 

rarchy, or holy government thus began, has since 

continued under 217 pope3 including Pius VII. by 
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^cgrsLce of Bon-ne-fiarle J aGreek driven from Spsnta, 
A. D. 1717, to Corsica, by the Turks^ with Theo^ 
dorc and Paoli, kings of Corsica. Bon^nerparte **' is 
*^ the name jof a man :" *^ he that hath wisdoip wiM 
'^ count the oumb^-of letters in his nan^e^ and wiH 
^ k«ow it has ten kMers, like Chixi Sigma, wbacb 
^* by the Greek fmrner^l ta/ble, numbers 666, and thsMt 
^* he is the beast of the -earth, who docth great wan- 
^* ders, and fio man shall stay him on his way/'— 
Rev. xiii. 18. . 

I shall here give the statement of Hugh Peters, 
between episc<^cy and prelacy, and a hierarchy ; 
which he laid before king Charles, at the isle of 
Wight, which the king admitted to be the apostolic 
system, and agreed to abolish the hierarchy of the 
church of England ; but the royal concession was 
too late to ifratify ihe views of general Monk and hi9 
afmy. 

Ifugh Peters^ Address to Charles L 

"May it please your Majesty, ' 

" We find that after Noah left the ark, he built an 
" altar unto the lord, and offered burnt offerings on it ; 
" and that Shem, his second son, succeeded him as 
** priest of the most high God, whom the Jewish 
*' history styles Melchesicieck, and as suoh, he bles- 
^* scd Abraham. From the flood to Abraham's day, 
^* the Greeks and Romans in their histories, st) ie all 
** the people of Asia, Africa and Europe, Gentiles; 
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^*wfcre, taamed Prota Flamens) Arch Flami^es and 
^* Flailmiesi Whai Moses went out of Egypt A. 
*^ M. 2514, he estabKshed a priesthood for the Is- 
f*tiaeBtes und^ a fa^h-{^est, priests and Levitcs, 
^w|iich lasted till Christ came and established his 
^ church according to the order of Melqhisedec he- 
** ver to end, under three orders, viz. Christ the 
^^ chief diepherd, Apostles and disciples. After the 
M ascension of Christ, his church remained under 
** the apjosdes, disciples anci deacons. After the 
^ death of St. John, A. D. 100, the Greek church 
^* remained under tpiseopos^ presbytcroi and dtacO'- 
** noi; and the Roman churdi tinder the Latin words, 
** pontifix^ pastores and diacom. Since the Refor- 
^' mation, A. t>. 1515, by Luther, his church is un« 
**. der intendants, pastori^ and deacons. The churches 
^ of the Calvinists, Arminians and Hugonots are uii- 
<^ der moderators, pastors and deacons. Knipper- 
^ doling, head of the antipedobaptists, placM his 
^^ church under inspectors, elders and deaCons. 

*• I have stated to your Majesty, what we mean by 
*• episcopacy or prelacy, viz. three orders in the priest- 
^* hood enjoyed by the Gentiles, Jews and Christians, 
** from A. M. 1656, to Av D. 400 ; when Marcellus, 
<* the 28th bishop of Rome, usurped dominion over 
^' Asia, Africa and Europe, and called his usurpa^ 
*^ tion a hierarchy, or holy government, such as pre- 
*• vails in heaven by the great Eternal, over angels 
^^ and just men made perfect. 

P 
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^ I will now state to your Majesty, what'MafccI- 
*'^ lus meant by a hierarchy on earth, and by it you 
" will see Marcellus meant to degrade the prelacy or 
^ episcopacy, both of Meichisedec aiid' of Christ; 
'* under five orders, viz. the popes, the cardinals, the 
*^ patriarchs, the archbishops and city bishops, all 
** above suffragan bishopS) pnests and deacons^ &nS 
** yet not known in holy scripture, nor in anoknt Ihs- 
*• tpry. On this corruption b^an the Reformation by 
*' Luther, in 1515, and the Qermanic j»-6tcstants; 
'* against which Henry VIII. wrote with such violent 
" zeal that the pope rewarded him wiA the tide of 
" * Defender^ the Faith ;' however, Henry VIIL 
*' in 1535, to gratify hiapF,ide and lust, renounced 
" the hierarchy of Romcj* andjoined Luther^ and by 
" his royal authority established an £nglish hieraf- 
" chy, named by himself th^ • Church of England,'' 
^^ in which he also degraded epi^scopaty, or apostolic 
** prelacy, under five orders, viz. rex princeps pasto*' 
<^rum, lord arqhbishops, lord hisl^ops, deacons, arch- 
" deacons, rural bishops, priests and deacons. A- 
^* glorious reformation worthy of Henry VIIJ. andof 
** no other monarch since the deat}i of " Jeroboam 
*' who made Israel to sin." 

Charles I. was perfectly satisi^ed with thf above 
statement, and signed the treatjv to put down the 
hierarchy in England^ which terminated th^ civil- 
war between the Laudcans and puritans, and would 
have restored peace to church and state, but for the 
independents under the command of general Monk^ 
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•who had a selfish game to play, and declared the pu- 
ritans, the presbyterians and royal hierarchs^ had 
united in treachery against the liberty, rights and 
lives of the sovereign and independent people of 
England, to restore an ecclesiastical establishment, as 
fatal in its consequences as the hierarchy had been. 
Monk and his party, therefore, nullified the treaty 
madeon the Isle of Wight,and soon after murdered the 
king and many of his real friends and subjects, who 
did not wish to emigrate into the wilds of New-Eng* 
land. This accounts for the ungrateful conduct dur- 
ing the reign of Charles II. who was compelled by the 
independents and their allies to desert his friends and 
to buy his enemies ; which lames II. omitted doing 
and so lost his crown in 1688 ; not much to the glory 
of his son-in-law, William III. or his two daughtersj^ 
Mary and Ann. 
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